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PREFACE. 



Among sotiaecadYantages^ there are cdn<* 
$ider9,ble inconvenienices experiericed, by 
that small^ but not iinwortby class of 
authors, who write their owa books* 

If they enjoy some consciousness of 
meriting success, tiaey feel more acutely^ 
when their works are neglected, or snis^ 
understood! By an exdusive ^lentioa 
to ti;£eir peculiar objects^ tihey sometimes 
lose sight of the current of {public tasted 
and are astonished to find the fruits of 
their labour rejected with disdaiuji or 
wewed with indifterence. 

They enter, also, the awful cosarte of 
criticism «>nder grea* disadiwaiitages* The 
author who .i^orrows the pen^of a popular 
writer, finds hinriself iadraitted to the 
bench, iu g^iraoiously reoeiv^ a^nd power- 
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tiii PREFACE. 

fully protected. Mean time, the friend- 
less and solitary composer of his own 
productions stands trembling at the gate^ 
or listens to his sentence of condemna- 
tion, from a judge who has scarcely 
deigned to examine his cause. 

Even the mighty talents of BentLEY 
snstained a temporary injustice, in the 
public estimation, from this cause, during 
the controversy respecting tlic Epistles of 
Phalaris, Yet in his time, the field of 
literary, warfare was more openly con- 
tested, than at present. No periodical 
depredators, under the disguise of critics, 
then infested the highways of knowledge, 
to attack the peaceable traveller, and to 
eKult in the dismay which their assault 
might occasion. But Prejudice, however 
vile* rules the destiny of genius, and her 
most unjust deci^ees have sometimes been 
reveiKd, 'only by late posterity. 

Tt is another disadvantage of original 
composition, that when it succeeds in the 
first instance, it creates, somewhere, a 
stpenupus opposition. Thfe triumph of an 
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preface: i^ 

aruthory like that of a Roman conqueror^ 
is celebrated by sarcasms and libels^ as well 
as by appl^se and pOmp. Nothing can 
be more just than Fontenelle's epigram 
on this subject. 

Dans la lice 6u tu ras conrir 
Songe un peu combfenta haa^ardes ; 
II faut avec courage egalement c^ir^ 
Et-ton front aux laurieriy etton nez aux nazardes. 

What must be the surprize of a writer, 
emerging from bis peaceful cabinet to 
some degree of reputation, to find that 
he has created himsdf bitter enemies^ 
among persons totally unknown to him, 
simply by obtaining the applause of 
"others! 

Even the voice of fame seldom reaches 
the ^r of the solitary, original writer 
distinctly ;, it is difficult for him to dis« 
tinguish the silence of approbation from 
that of neglect. But the bustling, cla- 
morous cabal sometimes pass off their 
interested noise for the acckimations of 
th6 public What remains, then, for the 
author of his own book ? The pleasure 
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X PJlfiiFACE. 

of amtpoiihoa; the >aMDBciob$neKi$ fi£ 
mme taieitf ^ and the Wh^riy of je»4iQg; 
and praiaog' only ibe beet wntem. • 

Many curioos anecxldtes am^at bv^ 
given, of literary manufacteneos; ftr ^ 
book generally goes tbiough as many 
hands as a^n, ^b^br-c puULQatioa. One 
of the most sitccessftrl conyposiittom c^f 
this kind was the T^urkish Spy. which 
still retains a coosidisrablbe deg-ne&of pi^pu- 
larity. DuQton >sai)^, it was it compUa- 
tton, conducted iby Nat. G^mch, ^nvia^ 
was one of that violtzmiiious, .and o^enl 
body of authors, the Loodott 'botokselbois^ 
Of the same Ikind was the Atkemon 
Oracle^ projected and executed by Duoh 
ton himselif, and some of kas lattthors ; 
but iiauch ifidobtad f^r its }success^ to bos 
own fluency m wnlmg bad prose, and 
esecrable veree. These >iniQ^ed oom- 
positions .genendiy Jxitray tbcsmseliiQs^ d»y 
tbeidiscordant naiimKe fCif their msbaraku 
The smaU s$»tg of gold, \»4Mh aflteaotfid 
the first notice fd the lobserver^ iqutpkly 
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-txpersoif, aiid dkapprairSi in the chinks 
Mid cfannies of barren rocks; 

But no wfaeie i& the piigiaal author 
more pu^died, than in 'writings his own 
preface. This is usually supplied, like 
the prologue to a play, by some obliging 
fiiead* Nor is it discreditable to acknow- 
ledge this difficulty, since eren Cervantes 
'ixwns, that he had more trouble in com- 
<p08mg his pre^e, than his inamortal 
.work itaelf.* Yet a preface is still re- 
quired, (like tlie obeisance of the last 
century, on entcfing a room,) however 
familiar may be the subject, or boweyef 
'gay the work. 

Beiioid, then, worthy reader, a pre- 
faoe lK>"thb sifsi^l book. Had it been 
composed by some other hand than mini^, 
it might have possessed superior claims 
to attention; but I could then have 

^ Porqu^ te se decir> que aunque me cost6 algun 
trabajo componerla, ninguno tuve por mayor que hacer 
esta prefacion que vas ley^ndo, Muchas veces tom^ la 
pluma para.escribilla> y muchas la dexe por no saber 
lo que escribiria, 

Prohgo del Quixote. 
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derived no sads&ctian from public appro- 
bation. For I have seen reason to bdieve, 
that fame, acquired by appropriating the 
labours of others, neither improves the 
head nor the heart of the. usurper. 

The preface was formerly a supplication 
to the reader, for mercy and favour, some- 
what in the style of Bay es's prologue : 
of late, it has rather consisted of an ex- 
planation of the author's claims to respect, 
and a declaration of his literary alliances, 
under colour of acknowledgements to his 
friends. My own opinion has always 
been^ that it ought to bear some relation 
to the book which it is designed to intro- 
duce ; and as nothing can be rciore mis- 
cellaneous than my volumes, I trust it 
will not be thought irrelevant, if the 
preface should partake of their nature. 
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Sterne^ for whose sake I plod thro* miry ways 

Of antic wit^ and quibbling mazes drear. 

Let not thy shade malignant censure fear, 

Tho' aught of borrowed jiurtb j»y ^ar^h betrays. 

Long slept that .mifrti4nidirst of ancient days, 

(Erewhile to Guise, or wanton Valois dear) 

Till wak'd by thee in Sk£lton's joyous pile. 

She flung on Tri&tram her capricious rays. 

But the quick tear, <4kaft<fhedk£Koar wondering smilej 

In sudden pause, or unexpected story. 

Owns thy true mast'ry ; and Le Fevre's woes, 

Maria's wanderings, and the Prisoner's throes 

Fix thee conspicuous on the shrine of glory. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Probable arigm of Sttme's ludicrous 
Wfilrngs. — ^neral account of the nature qf 
thf iudicrjm^. — Wky the sixteenth century 
proceed many authors of this class. 

XT«ometim€s happens, in literary piar- 
sUitB, as in the conduct of life, that par-^ 
ticiiii^ attechments grow upon jus by im^ 
perceptible degrees, and by a succession 
of attentions, trifling in themselves, though 
important in their consequences. When 
I {Hiblished some desultory remarks on 
tbe writings of St»ne, many years ago, 
having told all that I knew, I had no 
tntention to^resume the subject. But after 
B2 
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20 ILLUSTRATIONS 

an enquiry has been successfully begun^ 
facts appear to offer -themselves of their 
own accord to the investigator. Materials 
have encreased on my hands, from a few 
casual notes and references, to the size of 
a formal treatise : I trust it will be found, 
however, that I have had sufficient dis- 
cretion not to bestow all my tediousness 
on the public. 

When the first volumes of Tristram 
Shandy appeared, they excited almost as 
much perplexity as admiration. The 
feeling, the wit, and reading which they, 
displayed were sufficiently relished, but 
the wild digressions, the abruptness of the 
narratives and discussions, and the per- 
petual recurrence to obsolete notions in 
philosophy, gave them more the air of a 
collection of fragments, than of a regular 
;wGrk. Most of the writers from, whom 
Steme drew the general ideas, and many 
of the peculiarities of his book, were.then 
forgotten. Rabelais was the only French 
wit of the sixteenth: century, who was 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF T5TEBNE, 21 

generally read, and from his obscurity, it 
would have been vain to have expected 
any illustration of a modern writer. 

Readers are often inclined to regard 
with veneration, what ihey do not under- 
stand. They suppose a work to be deep, 
in proportion to its darkness, and give 
the author credit for recondite learnings 
in many passages, where his incapacity; 
or his carelessness, have prevented him 
from explaining himself with clearness. 
It was not the business of Sterne to un- 
deceive those, who ponsidered his Tris- 
tram as a work of unlathomable know- 
ledge. 

He bad read with .avidity the ludicrous 
writers, who flourished under xhe last 
princes of the race of V^alois, and the 
first of the Bourbons. They were at once 
courtiei-s, men of wit, and, some of them, 
.profound scholars. They offered to a 
mind full of sensibility, and alive to every 
impression of curiosity and voluptuous- 
ness, the private history of an age, in 
B 3 
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whifcfo ercry class of readers fieels a deep 
iwefest; in trbicb the heroic spirit of 
chivalry seemed to be tempered by let-' 
ters, and the continued conflict of power- 
ful and intrepid minds produced inaemou 
rable changes, in religion, in politic^r 
and philosophy. They shewed, to a 
keen obserrer of the passions, the secrcJI 
mwements, which directed the splendid 
jccnes beheld with astonishnient by Eih 
rope. They exhibited ^atesmen and 
heroes drowning their country in biood> 
for the favours of a mistress^ or a quarrel 
at a ball ; and veiling under the shew of 
patriotism, or religious zeal, the meanest 
and most criminal motives. While he 
was tempted to imitate their productions^ 
the dormant reputation of most of these 
authors seemed to invite him to a secret 
treasure of learning, wit, and ridicule. To 
the facility of these acquisitions, we pro*, 
bably owe much of the gaiety of Sterne. 
His imagination, untamed by previous 
labour, and unsated by a long acquaints 
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OF SXEBN^JE. 23 

iMKrp^ wilh Ht^fdry foyy, dwelt with en- 
tku^^m o^. . the grotesque pictures of 
D^nQers^andi Qpoiinrions^ displayed in his 
fovQwite ^utbofs. It may even be sus- 
pected* tbat by this iofluence he was 
drawn asid^ ixi^m his ixaluial bias ta tbe 
pathetic ; for in tlie serious parts of his 
works, he se.enjs to have depended on 
his own force, and ta have found in hb 
own mind whateTer he wislied to pro- 
duce ^ but in the hidicrous^ he is gene- 
rally a copyist, and sometimes fbiiows 
his oiriginal oo closely, that he forgets the 
changes of mannersi, which give an ap- 
pearance of extravagance to what was 
cwce eorroet ridicule. 

It is more necessary to preserve a strict 
attention to manners, in works of this 
sort, bQcau$e the ludicrous, by its nature, 
tends to exaggeration. The passion of 
laughter* the strongesit effect of ludicrous 
impressions^ seems to be produced by tlie 
intensity, or more properly, the excess 
of pleasurable ideas : circum pracordia 
B 4 
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ludae, is the proper character of this class 
of emotions. Thus, a certain degree of 
fulness improves the figure, but if it be 
encreased to excessive fatness, it becomes 
risible. So in the qualities of the mind, 
modesty is agreeable— extreme bashful- 
ness is ridiculous : we are amused with 
vivacity, we laugh at levity. If we ob» 
serve the conversation of a professed jester, 
it will appear that his great secret consists 
in exaggeration. This is also the art of 
caricaturists : add but a trifling degree of 
length or breadtli to the features of an 
agreeable face, and they become ludi- 
crous. In like manner, unbolster Fal" 
staff, and his wit will affect us less, the 
nearer be approaches to the size of a 
reasonable man. 

1 may add, that in idiots, and persons 
of weak understanding, laughter is a 
common expression of surprise or plea- 
sure ; and Young has observed. 

That fools are ever on the laughing side. 
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OF STERNE, 29 

. All these remarks prove, that we do not 
reason with the accuracy which some au- 
thors suppose, concerning the turpitude, 
or incongruity of the ideas presented to 
us, before we give way to mirth. If their 
theory were just, a malicious critic might 
prove from their effects, the incongruity 
of their own discussions. 

There is little difficulty in accounting 
for the number arid excellence of the 
ludicrous writers, who appeared during 
the sixteenth century, and who not only 
resemble each other in their manner, but 
employ similar turns of thought, and by 
often relating the same anecdotes, shew 
that they drew their materials from a 
common store. 

. The Amadis, and other similar ro- 
mances, had amused the short intervals 
of repose, which the pursuits of love and 
arms afforded, previous to the reign of 
Francis I. That prince, equally the pa- 
tron of letters and of dissoluteness, formed 



Digitized by 



Google 



20k ILLUSTBi^TIOlES 

ai court, which Fequirot worlds mqie cal- 
culated tor infiame the ltmagi^i¥m: % 
libertine jscko^^Fship became the tone of 
polite cofiversation^ which waa loo. faith- 
fully copjhed by the fashicxDable wits. 
Even Brantouie thi»ks it necessary to 
treat his readejrs with quotalionsy though 
mangled so barbarously, that he seems to 
have caught them by his ear alone. 
Neither the offensive details of this author, 
nor the satirical touches of D'Aubi^^, 
could persuade us of the extreo^ cor- 
HuptiQA of manners in those times, if a 
witness^ whose veracity cannot be ques* 
tioned, had not left his testimony of its. 
enormity, in a work dedicated to Cardinal 
Mazarine, and destined to the instruction 
of Lpuis XIV. ** There never was (says 
Perefixe, in speaking of the court of 
Henry ui) a court more vicious, or more 
corrupted. Impiety, atheism, magic, the 
most horrible impurities, the blackest 
treacliery and pejffidy, poisoning and 
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«s$%smatian prevailed in k to the highest 
degree/'* 

Rabelais^ who shewed the way to the 
rest, may he considered as formiag the 
link between the writers c^ romance and 
those of dimple merriment. Great part 
of his book i& thrawn into the form of a 
burlesque romance ; but, from the want 
of ipodels, or of taste, he found no other 
method of softening his narrative, than 
the introduction of buflfoooery. Some oi 
bfs successors preferred the form oi cmor 
versations^ charjaeteristacally supported; 
a fashion introduced under the counte- 
nance of Henry IIL who, im the midst 
of his vices and hi& dangers^ still fdt the 
attractions of literature.. He instituted a 
meeting, which wast held twice a«week 
m his closet, where a question was de- 
bated by the most learned men whom he 
could attach to the court,, and by sonie 
kdies, who had cultivated letters. This 
was called the King's Academy, and ad^ 

^ 0te note L 
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mission to it was reckoned a particular 
mark of favour.* It is remarkable that 
this institution took place at the very 
time when, according to Perefixe, the 
morals of the court were most depraved, 
and it may be suspected that the discus- 
sions were not always strictly philoso- 
phical. ' 

Froni this Royal Academy, Bouchet 
seems to have taken the plan of his Sereis^ 
and it is not improbable that the fashion 
Extended itself among the courtiers. In 
the fjuccceding century, it seemed to be 
revived in the celebrated conversations at 
the Hotel de Rambauillet, in recording 
which, Scuderi has so completely sue* 
ceeded in preserving the verbose polite^* 
nefe of the time, and in tiring the reader 

* I^ Roi I'aiant fait de^n Academic (157^) c'etoit 
line assemblee qu'il faisoit deux fois la Semaine en son 
cabinet^ poar oair les plus doctes homines qu'il pouvoit, 
et.meftmes qoelquea dam^s qui avoient estudie sur un 
probleme toujours propose par celui qui avoit le mieux 
fait a la demiere disputq, 

D' Aubigne, Histoire Universelle^ 
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to death. Beroaldeand D'Aubign6 pub- 
lished their most distinguished satirical 
pieces, in the colloquial form : they 
cannot be termed dialogues, when we 
think of Lucian, and when we consider, 
that the diffidence of Erasmus prevented 
liim from assummg that title for his 
charming Conversations. 

The minds of men, just bursting from 
the severe oppression o£ theoJogicai. and 
philosophical abus^, were peculiarly im- 
pressed with the ludicrous aspect which 
the objects of their former terror then 
presented. They had seen absuixlity in 
its. full vigour,, and even in its tyranny; 
and they enjoyed the opportunities of 
derision^ which the violence of parties 
aiForded them. 

^ Above all, the personal character of 
som^. of their princes, especially soma 
fcmales of th,e race of Valois, c Wished 
this species of writing. Margaret Queen 
of Navarre, the accomplished sister of 
Francis I, was not only the patroness of 
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litetary men, but a wnter of great merit. 
The Ktciginal edition of ker novels is be* 
con>e CRtremel^r scarce, amd was ren* 
d«i*ed into *' ieau Jangage,^ by some 
mfiddiler, xviiose attempt {uroves his want 
of taste and fediing. But even through 
this Jcind of trans]adon, we (discern a 
mind of exquisite sensibility, highly 
omamentcd both by reading and con- 
verBaftton. 

Her poetical correspo^Nlence with Ma- 
lottdoes great honour to her wit and ele- 
gance, while it she\vs her sincere respect 
for genius, unalloyed by the jealousy too 
irommcHi aaiong authors of her preten- 
sions. 

Marot had concluded some verses, 
which he sent to a lady, as the forfeit (rf 
k wager, with a wish, that his creditors 
would accept the same kind of payment. 
SMOargaret replied in the following lines : 

&i 'ceux 4 qui devezj com me tous dites, 
V«ii8 cogaoyfiBoieot cwooie je voiis cogQ^i^j 
Quitte seriez des debtes que vous fites, 
Le temps passe* tant gprandes que petites. 



Digitized by 



Google 



£n leur payant un di^aia, 4»utefois 
Tel que le votre^ qui yai^ miftos milk foi9» 
Que V argent deu par vous^ en conscience ; 
Car estimer ou peat V aKgent an poids^ 
Mais on ne peut (et j^ ea donoe ma voi^) 
Assez priser vostre belle science. 



If those, MaiPot, by vrbera you're iredd in thisll. 

Esteemed, like ane, your rick, ejEcelliBg f«in. 

Full )w«A4heir hmnk deniaiids liisy woakd raeai. 

And quit yt>u of ytmr debts, be*ki gr««b uoAwm^M, 

One polish'd stanza thsmkful to obtain ; 

ORcr reuse iilre jFtoHs I itold mooe ^reoima ^gBLWt 

Than commerce knows, or. avarice can devise: 

Gold may be rated to its utmost grain, 

iB«t wfli 5 iSieem («or fhink my jodgment rain), * 

That 4i#ne ^our noble art i^to eiFt r-prjae, 

If Marot is to be bdieved, m his 
answer, he made good use 6f flik ete- 
"gjmt cofnplki^nt : 

]VIes creanciers, qui de dizains n' ont cure, 
<3nt !ca le vostre : et sur ce leur ay dit. 
Sire Michel, Sire BonaveBlure, 
La swur du roi A pour moi fait ce dit ; 
Xors eux cuidans que fusse en grand credit. 
If oHt apellis Monsieur i ciry et cor, 
Et m' a mdvL yoBtre »eacrit aut^iit qm^ or : 
Car promis ont^ non seulement d' attendre, 
Mais d' en prester, foi de marchand, encore : 
fit j' ay premis, foi <de Clement, d* en prendre. 
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My cits, who nor for ode nor stanza (:ate. 

Have read your lines, and op'd their rugged hearts ; 

I said. Sir Balaam, and Sir Plum, look there. 

Thus our king's sister values my good parts : 

They, deeming me advanced by courtly arts. 

Honoured and worshipped me, with bows profound. 

And by your golden verses I abound ; 

Like ready coin, my credit they restore ; 

To lend again my worthy friends are bound, 

I pledged my honest word to borrow more. ' 

A collection of the poems of this cele- 
brated lady was published, under the title 
of Les Marguerites & la Marguerite des 
Princesses; the Pearls of the Pearl of 
Princesses ; a conceit worthy of the com* 
piler, who was her valet de chambre. 

Margaret was suspected of an attach- 
ment to the reformed religion, in com- 
mon with several of the wits whom she 
patronized, but her brother's affection 
sheltered her from persecution. Francis 
condemned the opinions of the refoi'med, 
as tending more to the destruction of ^ 
monarchies, than to the edification of 
souls. Biantome adds, in his manner, 
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ibat the grieat &iltan Soliman was of the 
same opinion.* An excellent iuthority 
for the papal religion ! 

Even the death of this princess wa$ 
connected with her love of knowledge; 
she contracted a mortal disease, by ex* 
posing herself to the night-air, in observ* 
ing a comet.-f- 

Her virtues were not inherited by the 
first wife of Henry iv* who bore the same 
name and title ; but the: second Margaret 

^ The whole passage is curious. '* Le grand Saltan 
Soliman en disoit de mesme : laquelle (la reform^e) 
combien qu 'elle renversa plusieurs points de la religipn 
Chrestienne et da Pape^ il ne la pouToit aymer; d' 
autant, disoit-il« que les religieux d' icelle n' estoient 
que brouillons et seditieux, et ne se pouvoient tenir en 
repos, qu' ils ne remuassent tousjours. Voila pourquoi 
le roi Fran^ois^ sage prince s' il en fust oncques, en 
prevoyant les miseres qui en sont venues en plusieurs 
parts de la Chrestiente^ les haissoit^ et fut un peu rigou* 
reus d faire brusler vifs les heretiques de son temps. 
Si ne laissai-t-il pourtant d favoriser les princes pro<- 
testants d' Allemagne contre V Empereur. Ainsi ce$ 
^grands rois se gouvernent comma il leur plaist, 

Brantome, torn. is. />. 281, 2. 

t lb. torn. ii. p. 289« 

TOL. L c 
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aeems to have possesscNi, with tht spirit 

<rf gaiJantry, some degree of the low jof 

letters, which distifiguisbed her girand- 

father Ftanqis I. it is sufficiently clear, 

from iinany scattered anecdotes in Rraiih 

-tome, and odier writer's of that time, that 

•dtiriftg the b»d&uit period of her youth, 

. her manners were calculate to encoiira^ 

tfee <jla86 x^f authors whidi I have been 

describiing ; but it must ise owned, tiiat 

^e concUided like many other lively 

characters, by shewing as much fervour 

in devotion, as ^he had formerly dis- 

pUiyed in libertinism. 

AnM)ng {hose fascinating women, wbo 
united the attractions of taste and know- 
ledge to those of elegance and beauty, it 
would be unjust to forget the unfortunate 
Mary Stuart, firantome, an eye-wit- 
ness lof the early pajrl of her life, inforn?^ 
us that she was much attached to litera- 
ture, and that she patronized Ronsafrd 
and 'Du Bellay. Her dirge on the death 
of Francis IL which Brantome has pre- 
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served/ ototaifie ^ome toudbies of tme 
feeling amidst its conceits. 

The affiair of Chastelard, of whtich 
the same writer gives us an : aoooimt, 
shews her affability to men of genius; 
though it fliust be confessed^ tjbat . she 
exhibited at last, a degree of p^udeefy/ 
perhaps too austere. 

iPbastelad-d was ft you«g «i?.a pf jfamily 
and talents, WJ10 had embarked in tliei 
suite of Mary, when she refdrried from 
France, tp t^rke pos^je^ion of a disgjusltii^ 
sovereignly* He paid l>is court to thq 
queen by jcomposing several pieces o^ 
poetry, during the voyage,, and one 
among the rest, which I have been 
tempted to imitajie fromBranJtome.'&Skctch 
of iL ^* Et eotre autrcs il jen fit une d* 
elle isur un traductian en itaii^eaa; par il 
le parioit et V entendoit Jbien^ qui com*^ 
mence : Che giom passedar citta e regm, 
Xc. Qui est un sonnet tr6s-bien fait^ 
docit la substance jest telk: Df qmi sert 
passeder tant it royoMmcSf citez, villes^ 
C 2 
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provinces ; commander a tant dc peuples ; 
se /aire respecter, craindre et admirer, et 
voirt rf U7i chacmi ; et ddrmir vefve, scale, 
evffmde^comme glace f " 

What boots it to possess a royal state, 
Ti'view fair sobject-towns from princely tow'rs^ 
W4th biaslt;and song to sport in frolic bowers, 
Or watch with prudence o'er a nation's fate. 
If the heart throb not to a tender mate ; 
If doom^l, whfen feasts are o'er, arid midnight lours. 
Still tQ Be lopdly in a widow'd teed. 
And waste in chill regret the secret hours ? 
Happier the lowly maid, by fondness led 
To meet, the transports of some' humble swain. 
Than she, the object of her people's care, 
Bever'dby i\\, who finds no heart to share. 
And pines, too' great for love, in splendid pain; 

Mary sought relief from the tiresome 
uniformity of the voyage, in attending 
to the production!? of the young French- 
man ; she eveti deigned to reply to them, 
and amused het-self; frequently with his 
conyersattori. This dangerous familiarity 
overpowered thfe heart of poor Chastelard. 
He conceived a hopeless a«d unconquei- 
abie pas^ob, and found himself, almost 
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at the same nwoment, obliged to quit the 
presence of its object^ and to return to 
his. native country. . : ';M . • .. ! 

Soon afterwards, thef crrii, ni^ \fcegan* 
in France; and Cbastdard, who was a 
protestant, eagerly sought a pretence for 
ye-visiting ^ Scotland, in his'ifayermon to 
take arms against the royal party: Mary 
received him vi^ith gdodnesa, but she soon 
repented her condescension* . His passion 
ao* longer knew any )bpuhds^ and he was 
fownjd ioheievttiing^ luy ' lier women^ con* 
ciealed luider her bed, just -before she 
i^tiredj to rest;. She consulted equally 
het dignity and her natural mildness, by 
pardx;)hing this sally of youtjiful frenzy, 
and commanding the affauv to be sup- 
presised; iBiit Ghasteiard iWaSfincorrigible : 
hex^jeated hisioffence, and: the queen 
delivered him up to her courts of justice, 
by wfeich: he' was sentenced to be be- 
'lieadedi- > ' ii •/ :' r.^ .:•» i . . .. 
; jjHcBlfcondyct,! at tlite tjime of bis death, 
wa$;romantic in the extreme. He. would 
C 3 
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accept no spiritual assistance^ but redd, 
with great devotion, Ronsard's Hymn on 
Death. He then turned towards the 
Qxieen's apartments, and exclaimed. Fare-' 
well the fmestj and most cruel princess in 
the world; after which he submitted tq 
the stroke of justice, with 'the courage of 
a Rinaldo or an Olindo^ . 

The ancient heroines of romance were 
content with banishing a presufaiptuouj 
lover from their presence* Perhaps tbe 
extravagance of Chasteiapd's feeling was 
such, that lie niight iiave considered exile 
from Scotland as the seveitest of punish*- 
nients. Mary certainly exercbed her 
dispensing power with more lenity, on 
some other occasions*. : :. 

The establishment . of i biiflFobn, or 
king's jester, which operated sa forcibly 
pn Sterne's imagination, as to make him 
adopt the name of Yoirieky furnidbcd an 
additional motive for the exertions of 
ludicrous writers, in that age. ' To; jest 
was the ambition of the best company; 
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and when the progress of civilization is 
duly weighed, between the period to 
which I have confined my observations, 
and the time of Charles IL of this country, 
it will appear that the ^alue set upon 
sheer wit, as it was then called, was 
hardly less inconsistent with strict judg- 
msxA^ than wa» th^ :Q9(ernnpi^i(t of the 
catp and bells with the gcave discussioM 
^ the. fua'red doctars,^ oc ksuned ladies 



c4 
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CHAPTER II. 



Ludicrms mit^s, from tehom Sume 
probably took gmeral ideas, or piirticufar 
passages. Ral>€laiS'-^Berodid€--^P'jitd9ignd 
-^Bouchet—BiiiscambUle^Sca^in-'^-^w^ 
— Gabriel John. 

OOME of my readers may probably 
find themselves introduced, in this chap*^ 
t<?r, to some very strange acquaintances, 
and may experience a sensation like that 
which accompanies the first entrance into 
a gallery of ancient portraits ; where the 
buff and old iron, the black scull-caps, 
wide ruffs and farthingales, however 
.richly bedecked, conceal, for a while, 
the expression and the charms of the best 
features. With a little patience, it will 
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appear that wit, like beauty, can break 
through the most unpromising disguise. 
From Rabelais, Sterne s^ems to have 
ciaught the design of writing a general 
satire on the abuse of speculative opinions. 
The dreams' of Rabelais's commentators' 
feave indeed discovered a very different 
intention in his book, but we have his 
own authority for rejecting their surmises 
as ground less. In the dedication of part 
of his work to Cardinal* ChastilfciHn, he 
i»eidions the political allusions; imputed 
to bini, and diBciaims them expressly^ 
He declares, that be wrote for the recre- 
ation of persons languishing in sickness, 
or under tht pressure of grief and anxiety^ 
and that his jpyous prescription^bad suc- 
ceeded with many patients, i Que phmeun 
gens, langmrmrp tnahdei, m. auiremetU 
fackez ei desokz^ avoikht .^ Jg^^ lecture it* 
i€4ltes^ tf&mpt' Uur ^ntrnf, - tehps {j^tfeusement 
pi^S,et Tifue^alkgrts^ et 4:&ns&laiian naU* 
velle. And he adds, seulement aoois egard 
et intention par eserit donner ce feu de soid- 
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agement fue pouvQis is affligezei mahtdes 
absem. The religious disputes, whi€b 
then agitated Eurape, were subjecfes of 
ridicule too temptisig to be withstood^ 
especially aa/Ilabeiais was protected by 
the GhastHloa family; this, with his 
9hmc, of the monks^ ^ excited such, a dar- 
mout agiainst hutin, that Francis li felt a 
curiosity to heai* his book read, and as 
our author informs us> fouad DOthing: 
iiri proper iniJ.* 

' The birth and edt»catian of PtMagrmi 
cyidcj^lygare rise to those of M»tinMS 
Smbkms, and both were ii^esh m Sterne^a 
]|;igke0aot:y, when he composed the &nt 
phapters of Tristram Sbandgr- ' 

It n^st be acknpwledgpd, ' tbut (h^ 
tppli^on^pf .tbe satire is more clc^r in 
J(^ab^^^, than ic^ bis knitatoift, Rabek^sf 
^tadied' b0l^y the ^^chf^tic mod^i^ qC 
e#uefttioQ^\iii\tfaat;part of bis v^k; and 
{^ew«d the wpeiuodly itf a.. natural 4f»«N 
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tbod of instruction, more accommodated 
to the feelings and capacities of the 
young. But Sterne, and the authors of 
ScriU^m, appear to ridicule the folly of 
some individual ; for no public course of 
Vacation, h^s ever been praposed^ simikf 
to that which they exhibit ' 

Perhaps it was Sterne's purpose, to 
deride the methods of shortening the 
business of education^ which sevecai in* 
genious naen hive aroused tb^ftiselves by 
conttiving.. The LuUum urtp whk:l;i W4$ 
bnce much celebrated, was- burlesqued 
by Swift, ia his Project of a Literary 
Turning Machine/ in the Voyage to 
L»putai Des Cartes has defined lolly's 
plan to be, tk0 4frt of pruting €Cpm9iy^ 
0md wkhmt judgmiht, concerning things 
of whkh me ere ignorant:* aix art so 
generally practised in our times, that its 
wtbor is fUQ niore thought of than the 



* A» LMm, ad ttopibsA> «! iine jadioio de iit ()»i» 
HMeimiw gMrriendooL Bracker. li^ster^. Gikkw PUkiik 
|. ii. p. 203. 
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inventor of the compass. Lully's seems 
to have been similar to the fortune-telling 
schemes which we see on the ladies' fans^ 
that enable any person to give an answer 
to any question, without understanding 
^irfx^r one or the other. ' Erasniu& touched 
briefly on this subject, in his Ars N^toria, 
where he has exposed, in a few Words, 
the folly of desiring to gain knowledge, 
without an adequate exertion of the fa- 
culties.' Prw/i/^^^j as be says finely, 
fias decreed, thai those domtnon ac^uisiiimsi 
inoAey, gaks, plate, noble mdnsums, and 
dominion, should be sometimes bestowed on 
f he indolent andwmorlhy i but those things 
^hick constitute out true riches, and which 
are properfy our awn, must be procured by 
Wr men labour.* Those • Vho ' seldom 
knew the want of power on other dcca- 

' * Alqui sic visum est superis. Opes istas Vulgares, 
auTum> gemmas, afgentum^ palatia, regnam, nonnun- 
^aam 'largiiintor ignjayis at immerentibus ^ «ed ^ae 
^rersB iunt opes, ac piropnd nostras snot, yoluerunt pdfari 
laboribus. 
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sions,* have fdt it on this: DIONYSJUS 
and FREDfiRlctc. both experienced, that 
there is no royal road to the ge^v^ine 
lioiic>ur& of literature. i « . :^ 

If Stemfe had been suffieiendyii^^wy, 
quainted with the philosophicy.systeces 
of his time, he might have coAveauted the^ 
Lutlian art, into an excellent :.burJesqwB 
of the LeibnitBan doctrine. of ij>rc-e#/(i^ 
Misked harmony, then warmly discussed^ 
and now completely forgotten. He iseem? 
to have avoided with care, every ccHitro- 
versial subject, which could involve him 
in difficulties, I observe in the isneer at 
Water-landuh knowledge^, among the criti- 
cisms of Yorick*s sermons, a slight glance 
at a celebrated theological dispute: but* 
like his own monk^ he bad loojked down 
at the prebendary's vest, and the hectic 
passed away in a momejnt.* . 

* Dn Bfowa^s Estimate is refeiTed to in another 
passage, 90 o^cQrely> that oaodern readers can hardly 
recognize it. 
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It «f^mild be tedious to point out ^SMrjr 
p^allei passage, hetu&en Stcfne, and jia 
atrthor whose book is in jevejy one's hands. 
One of the conversations in. Tristmaoi 
Sliandy, is boirowed oompletely fi^om 
tile Frencbmaii. 

*' Now Acx»bro6e Faraeus coQrijQced my 
father^ that the tiHie and efficient ca^ise 
<»f what had engaged so imuch the atten^ 
tion of the worid, and upon whic& 
Prignitz and Scroi^rus had wasted a^ 
mudi learning and fine parts — was nei- 
ther this nor that— but that the length 
a$id goodness of die nose, was owing 
simply to the softness and flaccidity of 
tiie nurse^s breast^^as the iiatness an4 
shortness of puisne noses was, to tb^ 
iii*n]^ne!5s and elastic repulsion of tl>e game 
organ of nutrition in the heal and liwly 
— which, though happy for the woman, 
was the undoing of the child, inasmuch 
as his nose was so anubhed^ 3o rubb«d, 
so rebated, and so refrigerated therel^, 
as never to arrive ad mensuram suam 
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feghamasn ;— but tbit io cjtse. of the 
%ccidity sand sctftnew of the pum or 
.snotber's breast — by sinking into it quoth 
Pp^s^us, aa into ^o muqh butter^ the noae 
was comforted, nowished, &c."* 

" the causes of short and long 

iioses. There is no cause but one, replie4 
my uncle Toby,— why oije man's nose 
is longer than another'^, .but because thajt 
God pkases to haV'O it bo^ That is Grai^ 
gousier's solution^ said my Father.-— Tjs 
be, continued my uncle Toby, looking 
up, and not regarding my Father's mteir- 
^-uption, who makes us ^Hj ^nd frames 
and puts m iogcth&r, in such forms and 
j[>roportions, 4i>d /or such ends^ as m 
agreeable to hijs nrfiAite wisdpm/'-f- 

•^' Bourquoy^ ^itiJargautua, £st ce que 
rfrere Jegn i ^i 'beau nez f Par ce,(repoa- 
dit Grangousier) q^'^ins^ Dieu V i voulij, 
lequel nous ffiU^ua telle forme, & telle fin, 

* Tristram Sbandy, vol. iii. chap. xxxviii« 
t Tristram Shandy, voV iii- cb»p. xH. 
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selon son divin- arbitre, que fait un potier 
ses vaisseaux. > Par ce (dit Poridbmtes) 
qu' U fut des premiers 4 la foire des nez. 
II print de plus beaux & des plus grands. 
Trut avant (dit le moine) selon la vraye 
Philosophie Monastiqiie, c* est, par ce 
^ue ma Nounrice avoit les tetins molets, 
en r allaictant, mon nez y en frond roit 
comme en beurre^ et la s' eslevoit et 
croissoit comme la paste dedans la mets. 
Les durs tetins des Nourrices font les 
enfans camus. Mais gay, gay, ad f or- 
mam nasi cognoscitur ad te levavi." * 

Sterne even condescended to adopt 
some of those lively extravagancies, which 
(as Rabelais declares that he wrote " en 
mangeant & buvant") would tempt us 
to believe that the Gallic wit, like Dn 
King, sometimes ** Drank till he could 
not speak, and then he writ/' 

-^ ^* Bon jour ! good mdrrow ! — so 

you have got your cloak on betimes ! but 

♦ Ut, L chap. xH. 
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^t is a cold morning/ and yoii judge the 
matter rightly — 't is better to be well 
mounted than go o' foot— and obstruc* 
tions in the glands are dangerous — And 
how goes it with thy concubine— ^thy 
wife— :and thy little ones d' both sides ? 
and when did you hear frbnri the old 
gentleman and lad:y, &c.* 

'i^Gens de bien/' says Kaibefeis, ^* Dielj 
voufe saaive et gard. Ouestes vous? jene 
peiiic vous voiri Attend ez qi^je chausse 
mes lunettes. Ha, ha, bien & beau s*6n 
va Quaresme, je vous vby, Et doncques? 
Vous^ avez^ eu bonne vinee, i ce que F on 
m' d dit. — ^ Vous, vos femmes, enfans, , , 
parens et fatnilles estes en sajit^ desiree, 
Cela va bien, cela est bon, cela me 
plaist — " &c, • 

. Beroalde, Sieur de Verville, a 
canon of the ci^thedral of Tours, con- 
sidered his reputation as a wit^/more than 
as a clergyman, in hk Moyen de Parvenir, 



* Tristram Shandy, vol. viii. chap, iii. 
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|>^bii^tl in llr09; ft book disgusting 
by its grtjfesii^s, but ektremely curkms^ 
from the striking (>i€tur€s which it offers^ 
bf the manners and knowledge of t)k 
age. From him, I suspect, Sterne took 
Mr. Shtody's repartee to Obadiah. 

** Nty fdther had a little favourite mbre^ 
which he had cottsigti^ over to a most 
b^Mtlful Arabian hor^e^ in prder t6 have 
a pad oiiit of her for his own riding : he 
Wild ^nguitve in all hi^ projects ; so Calked 
about hi6 ffed eVery day with as absolute 
a 8fe6Uf ity> ai if it had been reared^ broken 
bl^idled and ^ddltd at his door ready f<it 
ineuftting. By some neglect or other ia 
Obkdlah, it so fell mu that my father's 
eSpectatioris wer« tmswered with nothing 
better than a mule, and as ugly a heist 
of tht kind as eVfer was produced. 

** My Wio^r and my uncle Toby 
expected ray f^h^- W<)uM be the deidk' 
df Ob^diAhi and that there never would 
be an end of the disaster. — See here ! 
you rascal, cried tfty father, pointing, to 
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Aie Biule^ what you have done.— It wa^ 
Bot ly said Obftdiah— How do I know 
that? replied my father."* 

Un pqtit gar^on de Paris apella ua 
autre, fils de putam, qui $' en prit k pleurei^ 
et le TiHitdlre k sa inere^ qui Jui dit: que 
ae \m as-tu dit qti' il avoit ipenti ? EC 
que savois-je, dit U.*^ 

Tbt M(^m de Parvmir has all the 
abruptness, aad quickne^ of tran^sition^ 
whbh. Sterne wa$^ 69 food of as^ming, 
Tb^Tcis also some /^'wi«/w, though not^ 
so much as in Rabelais. I own it k 
|)osfiiblici.that Sterne may have found this 
tmtii ip ^rm Qthier book, iqr Beroalde 
has furnished $ubjqpt6 of pillage to a gr-^at 
number of authors. He ijnention? a cu^ 
rious badge of pj^rty, which I think 
Sterm woiild Imve noticed, if he had 
been acquainted with the book'. '* Je 
me souvi^jas quV aux seconds troubles 

♦ Tristram Shandy> voj. v. chap. iii. 
t Moyen de Parvenir, torn* i« p. 69: 
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nous * etioiis en garnison k la Cbantlt. 
Etafht en-gatdei s*il passoit un.hQinnie 
avec une brdgiiette, naua r/apeiliom 
Papiste, et li lui coupiods; c*:/d:oit 
jtial fdit/ d' autant ^tie : sou& tel .^gae 
y k'Ae grandes mysteres .quelquefois 
cachi^s* — ^Je m' ^n tepdntis^ . et «i! ©o 
allai k Come, ou nous. nous fimes aol^ 
dats derechef, et nous inisraes es baildes 
cathotiqiibsi II nous: avint .une autre 
cause de remords de eoDScicnce ;. c^ iest 
quie voyantoces ^fcraguet^s, les disions 
Huguenots."*- 1 . . : . .»! 

Tl>e detection of imitationis is ceptiinl)?^ 
In many cases, decided' by taste>* more 
4han by reasoning; the investigation; is 
slow, but the conviction is rapid. .: 

The skilftil ittiner thus each cranny 4fi^; • -U 
Where wrapt in diiaky rocka the xnryst;^) lieek ; ! \ 
Slow ^(^he varying awrface tracks his spoil, , 
Oft' leaves, and oft renews his patient toil ; 
Tilt to his walchftil eye the sejn-et Ibe • *. - 

Betrays the rich recesses of the mine ; 
Then the rude pojctads to his stroke give way ; 
Th' imprisonM glories glitter on the day. 

* Moyen de Par^eiur, torn. i. p« 59. 
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' It is sufficiently pvideat, from the works 
o^ ^teme'^ EtlgeniUs,P that he, at least, 
yf^4^ep\y ;read in Beroalde, who wanted 
f>9ifehirtg but decency; to render him an 
uDiversal favpqjiitQ.'f ,, . 

. Theodore i^grippa P*AubIgti6 is well 
known by hishistorical works, in which* 
valuable: and interesting as they are, he 
has not always been abje to conceal his 
satirical disposition. In his Baron de 
FoeHesle, with all the extravagance of the 
Gascon, we are so constantly recalled to 
fight and severe reason by the other 
characters, that it almt>$t produces the 
fult e^ct of genuine history on our 
minds. We .discover, in every page, the 
caustic ;nK)ralist, the uncorrupted and in* 
dignapt courtier, unable to conceal the 

* John Hall Stevenson, Esq. of Skelton Castle. 

f This <jloubt is now completely removed, by a 
copy of the Moyen de Parvenir, which I received from 
Mr. Heber. The blank leaf contains Sterne's Auto- 
graph, L. Sterne, a Paris, Q livres; and ^ the book, -as 
Mr. Heber observed, bears evident ^rks of its having 
been frequeJitly turned over. ' '" ' 
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foibles of a tnonarcfa^ whoin be toved 
and served but too faMiiully, mad im- 
patient of those who acquired the fevouf 
of Henry, by^bewing^more imluIg^K^ 
to his weaknesses. This book may be 
considered, in some measure, as a sup* 
plement to his general history, for it 
bontams miach secret anecdote, as well ^-^ 
the most curious particuhrs wspecting 
manners. 

Perhaps the story of Pawlroi, and the 
iady de Nbaill^, in this book, suggested 
to Sterne the scene with the Piedmontese 
lady, in his Sentimental Journey. 

There is stroiigef reason to beKeve ^t 
Sterne took the hint of beginning 8om« 
of his sermons, in a startling and unusual 
manner, from this source. D'Aubig»6> 
who seems to have been a man of deep 
religious impressions, has exposed, with 
equal keenness, the extravagancies of the 
monks, and of the ministers. He mesh- 
tions one of the latter, who began a ser^ 
men thus : Par la veriu de Dim, par la 
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nurt de Drn^ jmr U chpbr it Dim, pmr k 
sang 4f Dim ; and aulded after a Jbng 
pause, fmi$ sommts smaex H dtliarez 4e t 
€jtfer. Several uistaoces in the same tast^ 
but iK>t sa wdl authenticalfid, may be 
fowid ill the Pasu Tanpi agnJtb. 

I must here vindicate Sterne femi a 
c^rge of plagiarising whidi has been 
made ^<om inaUention to dates. It has 
l^een said, that he borrowed mucJi fimn 
the hisiciry ei Friar Gerund ; and many 
parallel passages have bpen eked (as they 
well might) to prove the asertion* The 
truth kf that die history ql Friar Gerund^ 
i^omposed by Father Isla^ to ridicule 
the absurdities of the itinentfit Spaoidi 
preoc^iers, was puUidifid in Spaio, the 
very^me year in whicfa thf two jirst 
volumes of Tristram Shandy ap^xsured* It 
wa$ translated into English, seiroral yeans 
affiler^ards, by adergymao* whothpugbl 
p»^r to iini<^, in his translation, tb^ 
style of Tristram Shandy, then extremely 
popular. If any pla^arisras exist, tbere- 
D 4 
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fore, .they are chargeable on the translator- 

Th,e original of Friar Gerund appeared 
in 1758 ; the translation in 177*2. 

As a specimen of D'Aubignife's gtyle, 
which unites the severe and the ludicrous, 
I shall quote the following strokes, on a 
controversial point, 

- " Your -devotions/' says the Baron, 
speaking of the reformed, " are invisible, 
and your church is invisible/'r— 'f Why 
do you not'finislV retorts his opponent, 
" by reproadiing us, like savages, that 
our God is invisible ?*' — " But we would 
have every thing visible,*' cries: the Baron. 
C est pourqudii replies the other, entre 
ks reljgues de JS. \Front on troum dansune 
petite pjmlc un isternument du, 5. Esprit. 

D' Aubigi>6 vvas so fond of writing epi- 
grams, that he could not abstain from 
them^ even in his history. He had no 
great genious for poetry^ but his epigrams 
are generally acute, though better turned 
in- the thought than the expression. 

One cpf them, which is introduced in 
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the Baron dc Foenest^, is written for a 
man of distinction,* whose wife, finding 
his mistress very ill: drcst, thought fit to 
clothe her anew, Lors, say&. the Batop 
in his jargon, fow- monsur boiant cette vror 
berie, en dit cc petit mout. 

Oui, ma femme^ il efet tout certain 
Que c' est vain9Te la jalousie, - 
£t un trait de grand courtoisie 
D* avoir revestu ma putiti. 
Sije veux, comma la inenreille 
. . Et 1' excellence des maris^ 
Rendre i vos ribaux la pareille, 
Cehb Be se peut qu* d Paris, 



I own, my life, beyond all doUbt, 
Your ment great, your conduct sage. 
Since spuming jealous qualms and rage. 
You ^ve deckM my girl so smartly ouU 
If I, attentive to your wants. 
Our mutual confidence to crown. 
Should do as much for your gallants, 
^T would empty half the shops in town. 

This, and many other passages in the 
writers of those times, shew that the dis- 

* Mr, de Sourdis, . > 
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sohite conduct of the gay cirdej in FraniJe 
n not of modern date. The turn of Ae 
lines I have just quoted, is in the taste of 
Vokaire or Bernis. In fact, the great 
corruption of manners took place in the 
time of Francis I. who aacrificed to the 
ostentation, and the future elegance of 
the court, every pruiciple leading to irue 
happiness. 

Another epigrai»*pf D'Awbigp^'s was 
founded on a repartee of Henry IV* in 
his youth* 

Sylvia her gambling nejpihew .chides. 
With many a sharp and pithy sentence ; 
The graceless youth her cace derides. 
Yet seems io promise her repottanee : 
«' Wheti you, dear aunt, relinquish man. 
Expect me to abandon gaoiing.^ 
The prudent matron shakes her fan ; 
'« Go, rogue, i find you *re past reclaiming. 

The same thought has been turned by 
^OKie of the modprn FreneJi ep^griwn- 
matisjt^^ 

The question respecting the sincerity 
of Henry's conireisiQnjpoeins pretty clearly 
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decided in the Baron de F<Bn€st6, in the 
chapter on Nuns^ book iv. chapter xii. 

Sterne has generally concealed the 
sources of his curious trains of invcAig^ 
tion, and uncommon opinions, but in 
one instance.he ventured to break through 
his restraint, by mentioning Bowhefs 
£vening Cmferenca^ among the treasures 
of Mr« Shandy's library. This book b 
now^ become so extremely scarce, that 
for a long period, it had escaped all my 
enquiries, and the most perserering exer- 
^ns of my friends^ Some of the most 
irurious collectors of books, among whom 
I need only mentioo the late exodlent 
Dn Farmer, informed me that they had 
never seen it. I owed to the indefat^aUe 
kindness of Hiomas Tfaompeoa, £s(|. 
M. P.. the satisfaction of perusing an odd 
volume of this work. I have great leasoa 
to believe that it was in the Skslton 
library some years ^o, whepe I suspect 
Sterne found most of the aodbors of this 
class ; for Mr. fidl's poetry ^stens that 
tie knew and read them much. 
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The ^Sei^eds. of Bouchet consist of a set 
of regular conversations, held, as the title 
implies, in the evening, generally during 
supper, and naay. be regarded ;as tran- 
scripts of th€i peiits soupers of that agei 
A subject of discussion is proposed each 
evening, generally by the hostv and it is 
treated characteristically, with a mixture 
of great knowledge and light humour. 
Every conversation concludes with a jest; 
The chief characters, supported through 
the vdiole volume whichi had. first seen, 
are, a man of learning, such as the times 
afforded ; a soldier,^'very fond of talking 
over his pastdang«^j; a physician, who 
is sometimes ibund deficient in his philo- 
sophy; and a droll, who winds up all^ 
with his raillery. The conversations are 
not, indeed, connected by any narrative, 
but I entertain little doubt, that from 
the perusal of this work, Sterne conceived 
the first precise idea of his Tristram, as 
far as any thing can be called precise, in 
a desultory book, apparently written with 
great rapidity. The most ludicrous and 
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extravagant parts of the boolc seem to 
have dwelt upon Sterne's mind, and he 
appears to have frequently recurred to 
them from memory. In the twenty- 
ninth Sere^^ for example, there is a long 
and very able discussion of the causes of 
colour in negroes; and Bouchet has an- 
ticipated most of the objections which 
ace imade to the supposition, that the 
darkness of their complexion is produced 
by the heat of their climate. In the course 
of the Serei^ it is masked, ^ why negroes 
are flat-nosed, and this question brings 
into play the subject of noses, so often 
introduced iniTristram Shandy. 

I extract the following passages as spe^ 
cimens of Bouchet's manner : the reader 
may not be displeased to acquire some 
idea of a book so uncptnmon. 

Je me ircuvat/Mn jour d la table d' un 
grand Seigneur^ ou nottseiions bien empes- 
thex a rendre la rakon,spourquoy en JEs- 
pagne onfakoii les pains plus grands qu' en 
France' oultalie^ Les wtsy disoient que (f 
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c^oit a anise que le grand ^^mn se timt plus 
frms que le petit, el qt£ il ne se dessekhe 
pas si tosty estant V E$pagne fort chaude^ 
Les mUres soustenoient que les Espagnoh 
avoient leursfmrs plus grands que les autres 
p&upks, parce q%t ils disent que le pain est 
meilleur cmt at un grand four qu! en un 
petite le pain out en un petit four ne cuisant 
pas esgallementp eomme en un grand, et ks 
fours d* Espagne estant grande, ce n' est 
pas de merveilles s* Us font les pains grands^ 
et aussi qu* a V enfcmer on fiict les pains 
comus. Le tiers disoit, que imd plus hs 
pain estoil gi^and, iant plus on le trowooit 
snvoureux et Tneilleur, ayant plus de vertu 
iS faadti assemblce, camme le vin est plus 
fm-t fiC meilkur en une pippe qU^ en un busfr 
sard. Hue le grand pain, adjoustait^il, sait 
meilleur que ie petit, aela ce pent prmoier de 
ce qu' ily avoit desfestes, qtd se nommment 
Megalartia, d emse de la grandeur des 
pains, dont le pain estait estimd sur tous ks 
smtresy dC aussi ban que cduy de la vitie d^ 
Eresus, si nous crayons aupoete Arckestmte^ 
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pour kquel pain Mereure premii bien la 
peine de descendre dn ciel^ et en venir /aire 
profdisian pour ks dieux^ Et anssi quand 
kpain est petite H se brusk par la craustc^ 
£r demeure mai cuit au dedans^ par P alh 
itack de la cromte havie : et si la paste crmst 
ft kve mieux -quand Uy en d beaucoup, que 
qvand il n' yend gueres, comme on dit que 
la paste se levc mieux dunmt lapkine Lujie 
qu' en . un autre temps^ lArs u?f kurdmU 
qui servoit d la tabkp nous voyant en si 
grand debat, se va mocquer de nous, de ce 
qu* tstions empeschex en si peu de cha^^ X 
nous va dire% que ks Espagnols faisoient 
kurs pains plus grands qi£ aiikurSf puree 
qu' its y meitbimt pku de paste^^ 
. Another of Im speakers tells the fol« 
loWii^ 8tOry. 

Ce maitre qui eaok de nos Serees, none 
€dntk qu' un jfmr il dananda d un skn mes- 
tayer tomme il se p&rtoit depuis deux ou 
trmjouU que sajftnmHestok tnorie^ ksqud 

* Screws, torn. iii. p. 204. This odjition was pub- 
lished at Paris, \Wi. 
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lui respondit, Qudndje revms, de V enterre* 
ment de ma femme, vC essuyant les'^mxy 
tt travaillant a pi&reri chacun trie disoiti 
compose, ne te soucie, je s^ay bien ton 
fait, je ie donneray bien une autre femrrie. 
Helas ! me disoit-il, on ne me disoit pmnt 
ainsi, quand f eu perdu V une de mes 
vaches.* 

At length I was fevouired with a copy 
of Bouchet, by Ck)L Stanley, who had 
a duplicate in his noble library. 

There was more reason to have repreT 
sented the acquisition of this book as 
matter of triumph, dian the purchase of 
Brhi^cambillen 

Mr. Shandy has the good fortune, w-e 
are fold, to get Bruscambille's Prologue 
on Noses almost for nothing — that is, for 
three half-crowns. ** There are not three 
Bruscambilles in Christendom — said the 
stalKman, except i^hatare chained up iii 
the libraries of the curious. My fatlier 

* Screws, p/216. 
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flung down the money as quick as light- 
ning -^took Bruscambille into his bosom 
— hyed home from Piccadilly to Cole- 
man^street with it^ as he would have hyed 
home with a treasure^ without taking his 
hand once off from Bruscanpibille all the 
way/'* This is excellently calculated 
to excite the appetite of literary epicures, 
but the book in question is not sufficiently 
entertaining to gratify much expectation. 
It consists of occasional prologues, in 
prose, a species of amusement much in 
vogue during the reign of Louis XIII. 
Tabarin, who seems to have been con- 
temporary with Bruscambille, but more 
a merry andrew than a comedian, pub- 
lished his dialogues with his master, and 
,his prologues, about the same time.-f- 

* Tristram Shandy, vol. iii. chap. xxxv. . 

f Tabarin is mentioned in the Description of the 
Winter in Paris, by Boisrohert^ an officer of Cardinal 
Richlieu. ^ 

Tout divertissement nous manque : 
Tabarin ne va plus en banque. 
Tabarin is said to have been the Valei of Mood^r. 
See De Bure. 

Vol. I. s 
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They both stole Ivgctly from the Mf^^ 
At Parvetiir, as the editor of that paiok 
-hasjobserved.. Iht original copy of the 
Penseh Fucedcuses d^ Brmcamirilk \m^ 
pul^lisbed in 1:62S, jxiine .was printed at 
Cologne, in 174tl. 

Tbece is Jittle merit in .this mass of 
.buffoonery.; ^the only oqtg^iulity coosii^ 
3n ite igalimatiasr; however, as the book 
b hot easily to be procuced, J shall insert 
the Prologue on Noses aniong the notes, 
that no future collector may sigh ^r 
Bruscambille^^ . 

The false;taste of Soirnm'^ humour Jias 
occasioned aigeneralneglectof hiswoxks; 
it was by mereaccident that I discovered 
the origin of a very interesting scene in 
the Sentimental Journey, in taking up 
tlie Rarrum Comique. It is the chapter 
of the Dwarf, which every reader of 
Sterne must imme^liately recollect^ but 
I shall transcribe that part which is di- 
rectly taken from'Searron. 

* See note V. 
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f'A ppcrr defenceless being of this 
order [a^dwarf], had gotdirust somehow 
or other into J^ luckless place {the par- 
terre]-:— the night was .hot, and he was 
surro^n^e^ jhy beings two feet and a hsdf 
higher th^n Jiimseif. ^}ie dwarf sufferefl 
itiexprQ$$ibIy on all «ides ; .but the thing 
w>hich incqn^mode^^ him xao^^ was a tall 
coi^p^lent Qerman, near seven feet high, 
ii{||0 $taod betwi^en him and all possibility 
of hi^ se^ifig either the stage or the ac^tors. 
The poor dwai^f did ^]l he could to get 
a peep at njl^^t ^as going forwards, by 
siec^ing for some little opening betwixt 
the:Gerfl[^afl'p SM[pi ^aqd his body> trying 
fii^t one jM)de and t|[ien tlie p^h^r ; but the 
Qermanstopd square in the most unac- 
comTno^^ting posture that ^n be ima- 
giqedr^the dw^rf ffflight ^s well have 
heen ^placed at the bpttoen of the deepest 
dmw*W(3ll in Paris; ,sp be civilly reached 
up ^his haiad ,tp the Qerman's sleeve, 
andjtoldJiim J^is distress. — ^The Germain 
tupi«i>bis Ibefid back, looked down upon 
E 2 
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him, as Gdiah did upon David— r-ahd 
unfeelingly resumed his posture/' 

Such was the distress of Scarton's dis- 
astrous hero, B^g^ertm. *'II vint tard d 
la comedie, & pour la punition de seg 
pechez, ii se pla9a derriere un gentil- 
homme k large eschine, et convert d* 
une grosse casaque qui grossissoit beiai* 
coup sa figure. II etoit d' une taiBe si 
haute au dessus des plus grandes, qu* 
encore qu' il fut assis, Ragotin qui n* 
etoit separ6 de lui que d' un rang de 
sieges, crut qu* il etoit debout, et lui cria 
incessament qu' il assit comme les autres, 
he pouvant croire qu' un homrae assis 
ne dust pas avoir sa tete au niveau de. 
toutes celles de la compagnie. Ce gen* 
tilhomme qui se nommoit la Bagueno- 
diere, ignora lohgtemps que Ragotin par- 
lat d lui. Enfin Ragotin V apella Mr. & 
la plume verte, et conime veritablement 
il ien avoit une bien toufFue, bien sale, et 
pen fine, il tourna la teste, et vit le petit 
impatient qui lui dit assez rudement qu* 
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if s' assit* La Baguenodiere en fut si peu 
teiu, qii' il. se retourna vers le theatre, 
cothme si de rien n' eut et6. Ragotin 
lui recria encore qu' il s* assit. II tourna 
encore la tete devers lui ; le regarda, et 
se retourna vers le theatre. Ragotin re- 
cria, Baguenodiere tourna la tete pour la 
troisieme fois; regarda son homme, et 
pour la troisieme fois se retourna vers le 
theatre. Tant que dura la comedie, 
Ragotin, lui cria de meme force qn' il 
assit, et la Baguenodiere le regarda tou« 
jours d' un meme fliegme, capable de 
£iire enrager tout le genre humain.*'* 

For the mean and disgusting turn 
wl}ich this story, receives in the Roman 
Camique, Sterne has substituted a rich and 
beautiful chain of incidents which takes 
the strongest hold on our feelings. He 
has in no>ir^tance of his imitations shewed 
a truer taste : the character of Scarron's 
manner, indeed^ i^ that it always dis* 
appoints expectation. 

* RomanComique, tom.ii* ciiap. xvif. 
E 3 
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That l^erae frequently hifid in vic\r 
, the Tale ofaTubf in composing Tristraio 
S&andy^ cahm)t be doubted: Swift's Bis^ 
sertation on Ears ptobably contributed! 
towards l^rne's digressbns onl Noses^ 
which shal( be. consideiied bereaiAeir. I 
do not know that k has 1>een> ofa^rvied^^ 
that in this pleasaot and acute satire^ 
Swift has formed his manner very mmdb 
upon that of John Eachard. The 
style of Swift is tmicli super iot in. conjecfo 
ness of t«5|e> but tht tarn pB plmskntxy is 
very sfmilar, and has^ little m cdmmoii 
wiili other writers. Eachard was a writer 
of great celebiity in Swift's eirly &ys, 
wh^ he composed his Tale of a Tiib; a 
work produced in ^he vigour of his £incy^ 
and the first heat of his litera^ry attain* 
ments. 

I shall not presume to determine whe^ 
ther Sterne made any use ef a whimsical 
book, apparently publkhed about the 
year 1748, (for it has no date) undet the 
title of^ Jn Essay towards th^.Thf^y of 
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the InieUigiUe WarkL, by Gabriel loSn. 
It is^a pMitty^ obse copy: of the Tale of a 
Tvh in maimdii; sdtne s^pearances of 
Umtafton iMfy,^ th0reft>re> be supposed to 
result from (he common references of 
both* writem- to Swifit. If Sterne can be: 
supposed to hwe taken any thing from> 
this booki. it must be the hiilt of hb 
soBcfoled pages; The author of Grabriel 
Johm has covered almost the whole af 
hk leSiA page with dafibcs, Aus — — 

■ ■ •" ■ ■ : and he observes in a comer % 

The andmr very well taukrstands, thai a 
gndsixsliiUe hUtm disetweri a vcfiy great 
gemim^ ihire bein^ no wtt in the werti 
lAereiidbal^ and eonetfiu^tfy ikore r^imi^ 
dim vihat U S^^ia^ in tbaee dabirati 
pdgeri that haae n^er a citable wriUeri en 
i/iem. The only subject of doubt respect^ 
ing. the charge of iihitatioti in> thi^. casi» is^ 
Hat. Sterne may be flowed to hwe po»- 
seised sufficient genius to extend one of 
Swrift'^ hiataes owr a whole leaf, without 
the aid a£ cmr aoAnymous wiiten : 

E4 
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The essay in question was professedly 
composed to satirize Norris's Theory of 
the Ideal World; but Hobbes (whose 
reveries still retained the much injured 
name of philosophy), Bentley, and Wot- 
ton, the objects of Swiffs satire, were" 
made equal victims of our author's ridi-» 
cule. The book contains several poems 
which have no apparent connection with* 
the general design, excepting some paix)^ 
dies of Dn Bentley's peculiar system of 
emendation. It must be owned^ that 
the author had warned the reader, with 
uncommon candour, in the title page^ 
that he should introduce other strange 
things, not insufferably clever, norjwriously 
to the purpose ; the worst that can be said 
of him therefore, is, that he has kept his 
word. 

Another old English booH was pointed 
out, in the Monthly magazine, a few 
years ago, as a source of imitation for 
Tristram Shandy. I procured it, by the 
kind assistance of Colonel Stanley, at 4 
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considerable price, and was happy to' 
dispose of it very soon after, to a coUec* 
tor, who fell in' love with the fronds- 
piece. 

" The Life of a Satyrical Puppy, 
called Nim/' is a small octavo volume, 
of 118 pages, *' by T. M. printed by and 
for Humphrey Mosley, at the Prince's 
Arms, in St. Paul's Church-Yard, 1657.'* 
It is dedicated to George Duke of Buck* 
ingham, and presents to him Nim, and 
Bung his man, "both born to attend* 
his lordship's mirth.*' It appears to me? 
a veiy lame attempt at personal satire, > 
the object of which cannot now be dis» 
^covered; The book is extremely rare. 
Nothing can be more unlike the style of 
Tristram Shandy, than the contents of 
this work, and I acquit Sterne com- 
pletely from the charge of having copied 
it. 

The frontispiece represents Nim and 
his man, in the dress of the times. The 
figure of Bung serves to explain a phrasQ 
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ia> Shakespesi^'s Twelfth Nighty hs b 
cfBsi^gartered^ Tbm trank^bBeecbes do 
not reach: quite to the kaee, above and 
below which, the garter is applied spii^ 
ralty, till ifc disalppeacs in the boot*/ 

" Why/' says» our poet, '* may rsxA 
iinaginatimi trace &e noble diist of JVdex- 
afider, till he find' it ^topping^ a: bung- 
hote?^' These maatete of ridieule may 
be tratcbed to< i state of similar dbgradfa^ 
tion, through the wock$^ df estimable 
ufantars^ to ntii^erable farees^c and at lengtti: 
to the jj^t-l^ksi whdr0^ tb& Axlte^ of 
^iS^&aX «ilJbQfs are so ejOTectu^ly inter-^ 
mingled, that the brighter! wit i^ con^* 
f^inaded with the tileistabsun^ty. 
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Sketthes^ qj^ bidicrmsi xaritersi of the $ir^ 
tectuh and sepmtemth tev^wma. 

Ml he spring h^ iifdt h&eti mom ct\^ 
ht^<iA fey jioete, ffian the etching by ih6 
auditors^ o^ fiK?^ou9 book^. Pe^hapd th e 
j^f^iM Deipno^liist& 6f AtfienrieiiS' iitAxii' 
ikiced Boiich6t> and softie of fh€l mofxi 
iedlii^ #rh6rs of this kiiid, who repre^ 
i>ent Ibeir discussion^ fe tsiking |ilace afte^ 
^pper . In the i/cji^M ^ Porvmiu the 
cbiiiipatiy are supposed t<!> be eotistaDtly 
at table, ^kUd to forai a sort of lEi»rlas(ing 
dub. 

I. The 5eree^, or Evenings, of Guit». 
LAUMB BOUCHET, hav6 gone through 
three «tdi^iis; the fir^ ai P»is» in thre« 
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volumes, duodecimo, 1608 ; the other 
of Rouen, in the same form ; the date, 
1615 ; the third, which is interior to 
these, at Lyons, in 1614, in three 
volumes, octavo, bound together. They 
are all extremely rare, in this country. 

That Sterne had seen this book in the 
Sk^lton Library, I have strong reason 
to believe; he must have been much 
gratified with its grotesque wit, ^ and its 
laboured discussions of trifle; but I ican- 
not perceive that he has madenxuch/usq 
of it* The art of tcafl^lanting t^th^. 
which has been qoasiderM 33 a reic^^ 
invention, is mentioned, by Bouchet, in., 
his twenty-seventh Sere6. ** J'^ai yuaussi 
vne jeune DamCi qui se fit arracher une 
dent, ou parce qu'eU^ estoit gate6, ou. 
mal situe^, puis s'en fit remettre une 
autre, quelle fk arracher a urie sienna 
Damoiselle, laquelle reprit, et servit Qoxfh 
xne les autres." 

IL The Apres-Diners, or Jfternoans, 
pf the Coiint D'Aret^^ .pught perhaps to 
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have preceded Bouchet. This was one 
of the league-libels against Henry IV, 
and contains, like many, other political 
satires, more venom than wit. My copy 
of it was published in 1(J1*, at Paris. 

III. The Epidorpides, or After Sup- 
per^imes^ of Caspar Ens, is a collection 
of apophthegms, and serious stories, in- 
termixed with some ludicrous matter. 
The copy in my possession was published 
at Cologne, 1624, in duodecimo. The 
introduction contains an uncomnK)n dis«r 
play of learning, respecting the suppers 
of the Romans: their furniture, their 
dishes, their mode of decubitus at table, 
and particularly their different kinds of 
bread; are discussed with the diligence 
of an Apicius: the author must certainly 
have 'talked with some old Roman 
ghost.' 

• IV. The Escraignes Dijonnoises, or 
Booths of Dijon, by Tabourot> were pub- 
lished at Paris, in 1595. They contain 
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pight-di^logi[ies, amoi^g the young peof^f? 
gf the lower dla$s> ip ^ijon, who we??; 
accustomed to erqqt booths, in different 
<|\i^te|rs,pf that cjty^ :4viJ'i^g ^t^ severity 
ef winter, jn iwjhich ;tl^e women assenji- 
Wed to vknU or spin ; anfi .w|iere ^^ey 
W^j-e^ttepclecl by the young meq, ^W^o 
xk^ with th^iia in .telling stories* If do^ 
Wt ^^p^ar that Steppe w^ acquainted 
with ;thi5 author, but I -find th^^t Swift 
hfis poached deeply in his BlG^R|(Ult£$. 
The 4^t of Purming was in great pjyft 
extracted from this wbirnsiqal production 
«f Xabourot, whic^i contains an epctr^- 
pr^ipary nijmbpr of pqns and clenches, 
"JThe R€b^s ,f(e Picfii;die ?eem jtp |hfivc 
chiefly gttr^qted . Swift's ,alftcqtion : 'iJhey 
combine both the ppw^^rs of .^ngrajifing 
j^jRfl 4€scriptiop, tp prpdiige p. conceit^ 
Such is the instance referred to by S|j«j(t, 
^n ^l^l^pt p represented lyi(fg pcqpe,* 
ijvfit a ;Ully growing put flf:jhis Jjp^y^ 
Jp .^freqcK this ipp^tj be: read ;; 

Abbe mort en pre ; au cul lis : 
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in Latin ; 

Tabourot asserts, that he copied this 
rebi^ from the gate of a monastery. 
Such was the wit of the sixteenth cen^ 
tury. 

i have a beautiful edition of the Bt« 
garrures, in two volumes, duodecimo, 
printed at Paris, in 15,86. The Apoph- 
thegms du Sieur Qautard^ contained in 
this book, have laid the foundation of 
some pf our jest-bodks. Jt seiems to havp 
escaped the notice of the ingenious 
author of an Essay on Irish Bulls, tha[t 
most of ,the ^stories, commonly quoted 
as such, are either of Greek, or French 
origin. The Aft la of Hierocles contain 
many ofrtho^e blunders, ;whi]ch are reck- 
oned standard Irish jok^; ,and in the 
ridiculous mistakes of the Sieur Gaiilard, 
as .rWQcded by Tabourot, many others 
may .be found. The defender of Ireland 
may therefore triumphantly send back 
these aliens, which have been so unjustly 
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quartered on her country, to their natire 
soil of Athens, Paris, and Dijon.* 

V. A more sober compilation ap- 
peared in 1585, under the tid^ of Les 
Neuf Matine^ du Seigneur de Cholieres. 
It consists of conversations between. a 
convalescent and his friends, on various 

* It is remarkable^ that Swift* who piqued himself 
on his accuracy* and who could not bear to be thought 
an Irishman* has published a bull, in hb first Drapier's 
Letter. ** Therefore I do most earnestly exhort you, as 
, men> as christians* as parents^ and as lovers of your 
country* to read this paper with the utmost attention^ 
or get it read to you by others :** this is an exemplifica« 
tjon of the old story in the jest books* where a templar 
leaves a note in the key-hole* directing the finder* if 
he cannot read it* to carry it to the stationer at the 
gate* who will read it for him. 

But the most extraordinary of all blunders* and one 
undoubtedly of Irish production^ is a fact mentioned 
by Ralph, in his history of England. During King 
William's campaigns in Ireland* a party of the natives* 
in King James's interest^ undertook to fortify a pass 
agr^inst the English army. They were* of course* 
employed for some time on this design; but when the 
work was completed* it was found* says Ralph* that 
*' they had turned the palisades the wrong way," so 
that they had secured the pass in favour of the enemy « 
and against themselves. 
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subjects, some of them sufficiently ludi- 
crous. 

VI. The Pense6s Facetieuses de Brus- 
cambille have become known by Sterne's . 
notice of them. I do not know why he 
should select this vulgar; gross and 
stupid publication, as a specimen of 
Mr. Shandy's library. It contains litde 
more than the usual low jokes respecting 
noses ; and is indeed quite unworthy of 
perusal. The same observations apply 
to 

VII. The Questions Tabariniques, 
which are mere ' Jack-pudding-jokes.* 

VIII. The Contes et Discours d' 
Eutrapel, by NoEL DU Fail, are much 
in the style of Bouchet, but with less 
reading. His pictures of ancient rural 
manners^ in France, before the vices of 
tlie court began to affect the provinces, 
are extremely curious and interesting. 



Vol. I. 
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CHAPTER IV, 

Ojfieruff'itersimitatedbySterne^'*^^^ 
— Bacaii'-^Slomt^^ Moniaigfu-^ Bishop 
Hall. 

pTERNE was no friend to gravity, 
for which he had very good reasons ; it 
was a quality which excited his disgust, 
even in authors who lived in times that 
exacted an appearance of it. Like the 
manager in the Farce,* he sometimes 
" took the best part of their tragedy to 
put it into his own comedy/* Previous 
to the Reformation, great latitude in 
manners was assumed by the clergy. 
Bandelio, who published three volumes 

* The Critic. 
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of talcs, in which be often laid aside 
deborum^ was a bishop; and perhaps 
sodie of Sterne's friends expected him to 
becotne one also, without considering 
the severity of conduct required in pro* 
teitant prdates. His friend Hall has run 
ll)e p^ralki to my hands. 

Why may'nt Bandello have a rap ? 
. Wh^ tfj&y'ht I imitate Bandello^? 

Them aet^r was a prelate's cap 

Bestow^ upon a droller feHow. 

Like l^msTRAM in mirth delighting ; 
. Lite TitiaTiWM a pkasant writer ; 

Like his, I hope that Tristram's writing 

Will ^ rewarded with a mitre.* 

Sterne has contrived to give a ludicrous 
turn to ihosd passages which he took 
from teURTON's Anatomy of Melancholy, 
a bddk, once the favourite of the learned 
and the witty, and a^ source of surrep- 
titious learning to many others besides 
our iulthdr.f I had often wondered at 

♦ Zaehary's Tale^ 
t See note II. 
F2 ' 
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the paina bestowed by. Sterne ,in..ftdH 
culing opinioijs not fashionable i:ia hh 
time, and had: thought it .singliTtur, that 
he should pix>dAice tbe.portrj^it,;ufoJ^$ 
sophist, Mr. Shandy^ with aU/tfie. stain? 
and mouldiness of the last century mbo^ 
him. I am now convinced tliatmuost of 
the singularities of that character ^^were 
drawn from the perusal of Burtpfl* . . 

The strange title of - Tristram Shindy 
and the assumption of the harite of 
Yorick, were probably suggested by a 
passage in Burton's preface, where he 
apologizes for styling himself Dembcrims 
junior J and for his title-page . ^ ^ , 

'* If the title and inscription. offend 
your gravity, were it a sufficient ji^s^tifin 
cation to accuse others, I could produce 
many sober treatises, even sermons them-- 
selves, \vhich in their fronts carry moret 
fantastical names. Howsoever it 13 ^ kind 
of policy in these days, to prefix a fan- 
tastical title to a book which is to be 
sold : for as larks come down to a day- 
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irtizind! gsi^rtig^ ^ i'ikb< isiliy ' passengei^s^ at an 
ah«id^fctore i« aJpainter's'gfccyp, that vnll 
fflot lodkoit ar jii<Jioiona& pidcc/* Tlio liint 
oespecting seifmoiis Was riot lok upon 
Sterner ^^ '-'i'^ ::.':■'•■/•■ ^ 

t Tile; LAjtfWmy /^ ^c/ofncAbZy, tliough 
SRfrihen on a reguiajt J)kn/ cbnsists chiefly 
of quotati6n<i : the :aiuthor has hoiwstly 
termed v!it» a fmio.^ He collects, under 
every division, the opinions of a multi-^ 
tiide^ oFi writers; without regard to chro- 
Jiolbgick^l .ordiSr, and has too often the 
modesty Uoidecline the interposition of 
bis-awrifsehtifcents. Indeed the bulk of 
his. jnat'eHalaigeneraHy overwhelnis hlm*^ 
in fl^e cotitse of his folio, he has con- 
trived to ti*eat a great variety of topics^ 
tbat^cenj very loosely connected with 
the general subject, and, like Baylc, 
wben he starts a favourite train of quota- 
tions, he. does not scruple to let the 
digression outrun the principal question. 
Thus from the. doctrines of religion to 
F 3 
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ioiUitary discipline from mlatpdiiitvi^sif 
tioQ to the morality of <kqQmgf^ltoal^» 
every thing is discussed and debOBqibiedk 

In his introductory addieas to the teat 
der, where he indulges hiai^f in an 
Utopian sketch of a perfect government 
(with due homaige previously paid to the 
character of Jaipes h\ we find the origiii 
of Mr. Shandy^s notions on this subjeot 
The passages are too long to be tranr 
scribed. / .^ 

The quaintness of many o£ his^ divit 
sions seems to have given Sterne th^ hint 
of his ludicrous titles to several chapters) 
and the risible effect of Burton^s grave 
endeavours to prove ind^putable facts 
by weighty quotations, he has happily 
caught, and sometimes well burlesqued* 
The archness which Burton displays oc* 
casionally, and his indulgence of playful 
digressions from the most serious dtscufr* 
sions, often give his style an. air of 
familiar conversatioui notwithstanding the 
laborious coUections which supply his 
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^text. He w^ capable of writing excd^ 
lent poetiy, Wt he seems to have culti- 
.Vftted tl)if tplent too little^ The £ngti$h 
j^erse? prefixed to Im book, which possess 
%eautifi(tl imagery, and great 3weetne$9 
pf versification, have been frequently 
^published. His Latin degiac ver&es, adt 
•dres^d to his hook, sl>ew a very agreeable 
turn for raillery. 

, Whfen the force of the subject opew 
liis.own vein of prose, we discover valu* 
^ble sense and biilliant expres^on. Such 
18 his accomiit; of the first feelings of me* 
iancholy persons, written, probably, from 
h\s own experience. ** Most pleasant it 
is, at first, to audi as are melancholy 
given, to lie in bed whole days, and 
ieep their chambers ; to walk alone in 
some solitwy grove, betwixt wood and 
water, by a brook side, to meditate upon 
Twoae ddUghtsome and pleasant subject^ 
^icfa shall aiffect them most ; amoAilis 
ittsanm, ;aQd mentis gratissimus^ error: a 
11I061. incomparable delight it is so to 
F 4 
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mekncholize and build castles in the air, 
to go smiling to themselves, ^ acting an 
infinite variety of parts, which they sup- 
pose, and strongly imagine they repre- 
sent, or that they see acted or done.**** 
So delightsome these toys are at first, 
they could spend whole days and nights 
without sleep, even whole years alone ^ 
in such contemplations and fantastical 
meditations, which are like unto dreams, 
and they will hardly be drawn from 
them, or willingly interrupted ; so plea- 
sant their vain conceits are, that they 
hinder their ordinary tasks and necessary 
business, they cannot address themselves 
to them, or almost to any study or em^- 
ploynient. These fantastical and be- 
witching thoughts so covertly, so feel- 
ingly, so urgentiy, so continually set 
upon, creep in, insinuate, possess, over- 
come, distract, and detain them; they 
cannot, I say, go about their more ne- 
cessary business, stave off or extricate 
themselves, . but are ever musing, melan*- 
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cholizing, and carried along, as he (they- 
say) that is led round aboul a Heath with 
a Puck in the night> they run earnestly 
on in this labyrinth of anxious and soli- 
citous melancholy meditations, and can^ 
iiot well or willingly rqfiain; ^v easily 
-feave QfF> winding and unwinding thcm^ 
selves, as so many clocks, and still pleas- 
ing tljeir humours, until at last the scene 
is turned upon a sudden, by some bad 
object, and they, being now habituated 
to such vain meditations and solitary 
places, can endure no company, can 
ruminate of nothing but hai-sh and dis- 
tasteful subjects. Fear, sorrow, suspicion, 
subrusticus pudo7% discontent, canes, and 
weariness of life surprise them in. a mo* 
ment, and they can think of nothing 
else, continually suspecting. No sooner 
are their eyes open, but this mfernal 
plague or melancholy seizeth on them, 
and terrifies their souls, representing some 
dismal object to their minds, which now 
by no means, no labour, no persuasions 
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they can avoid : har^t lateri kthaiis 
mwido.*** This passage should be care- 
fully r^d by yaung persons of fine taste 
and delicate sentiments, for it contains a 
just accpunt of the first inroads of melan- 
choly on susceptible imaginations. No- ' 
4hing is more seductive^ or more ha- 
zardous to minds of this cast^ than that 
kind of mental luxury, which is gaie- 
jrally called ca^ile-huldmg^ It appears a 
iiappy {u^ivilege to possess the dinectio$i 
of an ideal world, intor which .We cm 
withdraw at pleasure, when disgusted 
with.the gross material scene before us. 
£ut in diis fairy -land lurk terrible phan^ 
toms, Ksdy to seiste the iacautions waa^ 
^erer, in momi^ts of dejection and weakr 
ness, and to deprive him for ever Qf ea9? 
and liberty. 

Button has introduced a great part of 
ibese ideaa into his poetical abstract o^ 
melancholy. 

* Anatomy of Melancholy, p. 52, $S. My copy 
h the eighth, editiofi; laW. The first edition wm 
published in 1617. • 
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Thinking of divert; things fore-known, 
Wiien I build caistles in the air, 
•V<»idrfsdfTQfw, viidoffrar, 
^ Ples^in^ mj'^self witi) phantoms sweet, 
iVIethinks the time runs very fleet. 
All my joys to this are folly, 
\ -y ^»g[^^fi4^s)«eet.a^.ia^jmf;holy., 

"Vl^en i go walking all alone, 
l^oimiUig v^^t I have ail done. 
My t}iought$ on me tl^en t^ranizc. 
Fear and sorrow n?e surprise ; 
Whether I tarry fltitt or go, 
Jfethinl^s tl)|e;$ifl»fe r<ins,Tery »VwJ 

All my gfiefe to this arf jpljy, 

NoHght so iad a^ melanchojy. 

^b^ to mysdf I act and ^milef ^ . 

With pleasmg thoughts the time beguile. 
By a brook-'side, or wood so green, 
Ijfnbeard^ uiusougbt ftr* and ummn, 
^ ^bou^wd plei^ures do n^e bles^ 
And crown my soul with happiness. 
All ray joys lieside are folly, 
Non? ao £^eet aji .melancholy, &c,* 

♦ The resemblance between these verses, and MH^ 
toti's AU^ro apd Penseroso, haa baen noticed by Ma 
Yf aiiQi^, One line ia the former. 

The Cjnwurc of ncighbouiing eyw^ 
was probably suggested by thie following passage in 
Burton ; ** §be i« hk Cyi|o^^^i Heppfflrun, sm4 Vesp^F, 
bisi»ojrni|ig^^eiifeiv"8^*T" Pi ?Wif ,1. 
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The first four chapters of Tristram 
Shandy, are founded on some passages 
in Burton, which ' I shall transcribe. 
Sterne's • improvements I shall leave to 
tlie reader's recollection. 

'* Filii ex senibus nati raro suht firmi 
temperament!, &c. Nam spiritus.- cere- 
bri si turn mal6 afficiantur, tales procre* 
ant, & quales fuerint affectus, tales fili- 
orum, ex tristibiis tristqs,. ex. jucundis 
jucundi nascuntur.- [Cardan.] ^' If she 
(the mother) hfe over-dull, heavy, angry, 
peevish, discontented, and melancholy, 
not only at the time of conception, but 
even all the while she carries the child 
in her womb (salth Fernelius) her son 
will be so likewise, and worse, as Lem- 

nius adds, &c. So many ways 

are we plagued and punished for our 
father's defaults;* insomuch that as Ferr 
jielius truly saith, it is the greatest part? 
of our felicity to be well-born,, and it 
were happy for human kind,-f- if only 

♦ This idea rans through Tristram Shandy. 

+ See Tristram Shindy, Vol: tiii. chap. 33. * •** 
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such parents as are scsuud of bbdy and 
wind should be suffered to marry. 
Quanta id diligentiu^, in procre^ndis 
libc^is obserywvJAim/' * I cannot tielp 
thinkings that the first chapter or ^^o of 
the Memoirs of Scriblerus whetted Stprpe'^ 
inveation, in. this,, as well, as ip .cither 
in;^an<^es» of Mr. Shapdy*s p^cuUariti^ 

. The; forced introduction of the sn^r at 
the term nonrnatuf^ls,*!- used in medieine# 

-* Anat. of Melanch p. 37. edit. 1676, 
- Qnaikto id diligentius in* liberh procreandii ' taV<;ii^ 
dum>..sayeth Cardan, Tri$. Shandf^ Tol«:vi. icb; 3Si 
Aa»ong & number of pamphlets^ which appeared aftei: 
the first two volumes of Tristram, one is entitled ' Th^ 
Clock-maker's Outcry against the Atithor of thfe Life 
and OpiRtoiia of Tristraip Shahdy.^^. H^ qompUios 
that the concluding ps^rt pf Sterne's first chapter, had 
rendered it indelicate to mention the winding up of 
Clocks; but he has riot treated^ the idea happily.' I 
strqngly suspect, thai "^Sterne took the tpci^ent aUude4 
to, from the ' Description of a Country Life,' in tb^ 
supplementary volume to Tom Brown's works. 

* t Trjs. Shandy, vol. i. chap. 23.—^'* Why the most 
natural actions of a mail's life shduld be called^his hOR'^ 
B£^ttur£^, is another question/' See Burton, p. 39, 
The solution might be easily given, if it w^re. worth 
repeating. Dr Burton, of York, published a book on. 
this subject, which is here alluded to. 
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leads tnt back td Burton^ who h^-^sibttMl 
largely and repeatedly, on thesbiise^ 
the functions ^ deti6mipaled.> 

It is very singular^ tfcat in the ipitfo^ 
duclion to the Fragment oti Whiskers^ 
which contains an evident copy, Sterno 
should take occasion to abu^ plagiadsits.' 
"Shall We for ever make new books, 
as apothecaries make new mixture^^ 'by 
])0Uring only out df dne vessel into ano- 
ther? Are we for evei* to be twisting 
and untwisting the same rope ? ' for ever 
in the same track — 'for ever at the sam^ 
pace ? And it is more singular that all 
this declamation should be taken, word. 
for word, from Burton's intixnluclidf^. 

*' As Apothecaries, we make new mixtures 
ivery day^ pour out of <me vessel into ano- 
ther ; and as those old Romans robbed all 
the cities of the xtorld, to set out their bad- 
sited Rome, tee skim off the cream of other 
men's wks^ pick the choice flowers of tfmr. 
tilled gardens, to set out our mm Aertlt 
plots.*'' Again, '* JVe weave the same 

* Burton^ p. 4. 
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mh sHU^ tteisl the same rope agah^ hnd 

^ Who made^JwAK, With powers which 
daft Kitn firotxi earth to heaven in a mo^ 
meiU — ^tbat ^eat, that most excellent, 
and ihost noble creature of tlie world — 
the miracle of nature, a» 2of oaster in his^ 
hockmMfi fiStf^ittf called htm-^-^lie Shekin ah 
of the Divine presence, as Chrysostoiii— 
the image of God, as Moses-^the ray of 
Divinity, as Plato— the marvel of tnar- 
▼elSi a$ Aristotle-*-^ go sneaking on at 
tfai« pitiful, pimping, p^ty fogging rate?**'f 

Who would subject this heroic strain 
to be a plagiarism? yet such it id un* 
doubtedly ; and from the very first para- 
graph of the Anatomy of Melancholy. J 

Afan, says Burton, the most excettenf 
and fidbk creature bf the world, the prin* 
eipd md mighty work of God, wonder of 
nature^ as Zoroastts calls him; audaeis 
natrent miraciilum ; the marvel ef marvels, 

♦ lb. p. 5. 

t Tristram Sbanflly^ yol. r, chap* i. 
% Pagel. 
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its Plato; ths i^ridgment arid epitome of 
the world, as Pliny; mierocosmus^' a.\little 
uiofUlf aimdel oftheworid, sot^eign lord 
of: tfiQ.. ear Oh viceroy of thcx worldp sole 
commander and govamor of all the ereiAures 
in it *****, created of God*$ own image, 
id that immortal and incorporeal mbstancep 
with all the faculties andpomrs bdlongiug 
to fVt was at first pure, divine, perfect, 
htq>py, !Cc. 

** One deniier, cried the order of mercy 
—one single denier, in behalf of a. thou- 
sand patient capdvesi whosie eyes look 
towards heaven and you for their re- 
deBaption* 
« *' — r-^The .Ljyjy Baus$iere rode on. 

*' Pity t,he unhappy, said a devout, 
venerable, hoary-headed man, meekly 
holding up a box, begirt with iron, in 
his withered hands — 1 beg for the unfor- 
tunate — good, my lady, 't is for a prison 
— for an hospital— 'tis fpr» an old man — 
a poor man undone by shipwreck, by 
suretyship, by fire^ — I call God and all 
his angels to witness — 't is to clothe the 
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f}aked*J-4s ficett the hungiy — ^t is to com- 
feit the siek and the broken-hearted. 

M M .i\- . The Lady Baussiere rode on. 

*^ A decayed kinsman bowed himsdf 
to thc-^roiind. 

^'' r The Lady Bausaeferode on. 

^' Hd^rtiti begging bsflfe^headed on oiie 
^de'^her palfrey,' eenj^irkig her by the 
fbite^r bond^of fnendebip^ aUIance, con- 
8aii^uiliity,^C4— ^X)iksiii, aunt; sister/mo- 
fher-^^-^'^'jfcjir virtue^ sake, for your bwn, for 
m\t^, for Chrirf^ ifafce^y remeiAber me — 
pity me. • . 

^ ~^i— The La^3^ Baus^lefe rbde on.''* 

Ttie <sitat4ori ef -the original passage 
frofptl^urtdfii Wilt Confirm all I liave said 
of hi»^Btyte. . 

" A poor decayed kritsmaH ephh sets^ 
up(m hhiS^'t^e iMyi&t'dll his jollity^ and 
runs Egging ^ft^hedded^ by him, etmjuHfkg 
him by tkim' jfbmi& %onds of fHO^dihip, 
altianee, conskn^niiy, 8fc. unclei cousin^ 
ktjotiiei\ '^'f^HHr/^ — -stieuj some p!iy for 

* IFiiStra^ Shasidy; vol. r. chap. i. 

Vol* I. G 
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f^hfjsi^f saJce, fitya sick P^f^^ OfiMld.ttim, 

ina^it^hk loss of Ik^bf^ pkad^ m^ or 

thy wants and imperfectWTiSiTrr-T^cWf 
prql/sj^f,^j^f GMfi:md'<ill{hi^:fng£is,tO'»mt'' 
ff^s^quari^,p/^£gf^muT^, thou 0ffi(i,vfUHter' 

-n^i^^^M) if- : ' ^-^^ ^ ^y^ipplku^m Jo 

kfnkJf}thqmWPX'0 thmsmdiorphansii^xm 
^baspitql^j ar^ittki aprhf^n fis) h^: goes^ ;%, 

they cry out to him for aid : ride;i>Vk . mm 
iSAfW J4Bi .«. .f^f/Bff^/ li^Ven^ fl -bridge, a 

l^ffPQlr ^if^K^fy^^Vf \ ^Cr^Ay^Fr mme .public 
iWf>fk;jide on.. rQoofl^ ^p^ 'mr$hip,,ym' 

honour, for God's sake, your ffQuntJl/^ 

,/i;r\sft3J?a J^l^^in^i jr/^ bjr a\ch^ter^ z.j^: that 

"^^ipHg^fme, .written ^W9v?^ eAtkely ft^m 

l^ujftan. It is ,|liev\qQnsolaii;a;i, o£,iMK. 

;^iai^dy, Qi\ the;4^th of |l?yfft^^^ J^)^s 
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' ^ When Agrippiria was told of her son's 
death, Tacitus informs us, that, not, being 
able to moderate the violence of her pas- 
sions, she abruptly broke off her work." 
This quotation did not come to Sterne 
from T acitus. *' Mezentius would not live 

after his son And Pompej/s wife cried 

out at the news of her husband^s death, 
Turpe mori post te, SCc. — as Tacitus of 
Agrippina, not able to moderate her pas^ 
sions. So when she heard her son was slain, 
she abruptly h'oke off her work, changed 
countenance and colour^ . tore her hair, and 
fell a roaring downright,'* * 

" T is either Plato," says Sterne, *' or 
Plutarch, or Seneca, or Xenophon, or 
Epictetus, or Theophrastus, or Lucian — 
or some one, perhaps of later date— either 
Cardan, or Budasus, or Petrarch, or Stella 
— or possibly it may be some divine 
or father of the church, St, Austin, or 
St. Cyprian, or Bernard, who affirms, 
that-it is aij irresistible and natural pas- 

^ Anat. of Melanch. p. j213. 
G 2 - 
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sion, to weep far the loss of our friendSi 
or children — and Seoeca, (I 'm posilive) 
tells us somewher^^ tliat such griefe e*[ar 
cuate themselves foert by that paniQuht 
channel. And accordingly, we find th«t 
David wept for his son Absalom — Adrian 
for his Antinaus* — BJipbe for her chit 
dr^a-rr-and that ApoUodprus and Crito 
both shed tears for Socrates before his 
death/' — ^ThU is welJ rallied, as the fol* 
lowing passage will evince ; but Sterne 
should have consid^ed hpw much he 
owed to poor old Bwton. 

" Dealh and departure (^ friends art 
tilings generally grievous ; Omnium qtue in 
vita humana eoniingimt^ luctus at que mors 
sunt acerbissima, [Cardan. de.Consol. lib, 
2.] the tnost austere and bitter accidents 
thM can fmppen to a man in this life, in 
(tteiiium valedicere, to part for ever, to 
forsake the ivorld and all our friends, *t is 
ultimum terribilium, the last and the greatest 

* .The time has been, when this conjunction with the 
King of Israel would have smelt a little of the faggot. . 
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iitror, most itksome mtd trmblesome unto 
USj S^c^^^Nay many generous^ spirits, and 
grave staid men otherwise^ are so tender in 
this, that at the toss^ of a dear friend they 
mil ay out, roar, and Pear their hair, 
lamenting some months after, howling 
kone, as those Irish women and Greeks at 
their graves commit many undecent ac- 
tions,** STr.* AH this is corroborated by 
quotations from Ortelius, Catullus, Virgil, 
Lucan,. and Tacitus. I take them in the 
order assigned them by Burton • For he 
says, witfr great probability of himself, 
that he commonly wrote as fast as possible, 
and poured out his quotations just as they 
happened to occur to his memory. But 
to prociefed with Mr. Shandy's consola^ 
tion. 

'* T is an inevitable chanciB — the first 
statute in Magna Charta — it is an ever- 
lasting act of Parliament, my dear brother 
—all must die."'f 

* Anat. of Mclanch. p. 213. 
t Tristram Shandy^ vol. v. chap. 3. 
G 3 
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" 'T is an inevitable chance^ the first 
statute in Magna ChartOf an everlasting 
act of Parliament, all must die.* '*' 

" When TuUy. was bereft of his dear 
daughter Tullia, at first he laid it to his 
heart — ^he listened to the voice of nature, 
and modulated his own unto it* &Ci— ^ 
But as soon as he began to look into the 
stores of philosophy, and consider how 
many excellent things might be said upon 
the occasion — nobody upon earth can 
conceive, says the great orator, how joy- 
ful, how happy it made me/' f 

*' Tully was much grieved for his daugh-- 
ter Tullioltfs death at first, until such time 
that he had confirmed his mind with some 
philosophical precepts, then he began to tri* 
umph over fortune and grief, and for her 
reception into heaven to be much more joyed 
than before he was troubled for her loss.^'X 

Sterne is uncharitable here to poor 
Cicero. — 

* Anat. of Melaoch* p. 21 5» 
t* Sterne, | Barton. 
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. ^ Kingdoms iaid provinces, and towns 
and cities, have they not their periods ? 
Wfacreis Troy, and Myc^nc, and Theljes, 
and Ddlds>^ arid Pei^epolis, and Afe;i*rgeri- 
tu&i.'-*-^-^What 'is. become, brotheV Tobj^i 
o£ Nineveh and'Babylon,oFCy2icUm and 
Mytilcfte; the fairtet towns that ever tlie 
sun rose uponi are now^ ilo «ioi;e/'* ' - 
i • ^* Kingdoms, protmces^ cities, aHdiowftsf* 
saysr PurCon^ "^^ kaee their perioiA/md d^ 
cmsumedi In those flotb'kkin^ tbfks'^of 
Tr6y, Mycenemsthe fmresVcky mOrcete) 
-'^-^^-^biu it; alas, and tkat Aist/rianJ^ikii^ 
ofe^^^^fenH^TlftrownJ'Th^ like jm'MtH 
that Egyptian md^ Badtidivn^tef)^s;'DeMJ 
Ito^ comrnbn bbunciUUmse ^^f 'Greece,: hnd 
BaM/^f the greatest <ity tha t^er ViS 
:hkh? IshSM'&nl hath, nM • nothing' '6ui-kVdlls 
ffii^t^k'ubbishW^y^^^^ 
itself nmVy Persepolis,'Cart^uigfi*^* iMieiiPii 
l^^ma) ^'g4s,^*^<&kd^)sll'thot$ Gr^ck^^^^ 
^hP^rSyhcitsem^AgtigeAtum, :'ibe j(fif^ 

^* Sterne. ^ 
G 4 
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.sa^ hundred thamand h^iiabkant^t dre now 

decayed.'' . 

, I«^t us follow St€ffle again. ,*^ Retwf tii* 

iiig out of Asja> when I sailed frbnv 

iEgina to wards. Megara, I begaa to view 

the country round about i5&gina was 

behin4 me, Megara was before, PyrwW 

on the right hand;^ Corinth on the left- 

W/feat, flourishing tow*ns now. pl^ostrajfe on 

t|ie earth ! Ala^ ! alas 1 said I to myself, 

tl^at a man should disturb hil soul for tbe 

loss of a child, wh^n so much as this U€¥ 

awfully .buricxl u^ his presenccv Res- 

<n!emb\iiyj said Ito.myself a^inr-'?^c«^?^ 

hejr that diou . art but u man." 

, Thi$ i€^ with some slight yariatioiMU 

Biirto^i's translation of Servius's ,J^tt^i> 

Sterne i^hers just eaough, to sli^w; that 

hei^dnojt,attqiMedaothe.wig\ijai^, Bwf- 

tojnVve^sipn follp'Ws, , ,. ..,^\ . , , . ,, 

/imn Mgifm tow&rd$ M^^m^ I iegeSi.tQ 
behind me, Megara b^pr(, Pyntus on th^ 
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right hand,' €&riMh OH the left; whatfimt- 
thhing towns fteret^re, now prostraae and 
a&ert^lmed before mine eyes ? Alas, wh^ 
Are we ?nen so much dis^idtted mth thi 
departure of a friend^ tuhose life is mxtch 
shorter? xbhen so mafit/ goodb/ cities lie Imied 
before us. Remember, O Seniiis ihou art 
A Man ; and tvith that I was much confirmed, 
and corrected rfipelf"^ 

' '^ My son h dead/' say^ Mr. Shandy, 
*' so much the bette*-,* 't is a shame in 
such a tempest, to have but one anchor/' 

/, but he was my most dear and loving 

,friefi49 qu6th Buftoo, my sole Jriend-^^ 

Thou moist be' ashamed, 1 9ay tvith Seneca, 

to confess it, in such a tempest i^ this^ to 

have but one anchor. 

" But, continues Mr. Shandy> ^* he id 
gotit for 6ver iVom u« ? tie it sb; Hfe iV 
got from under the hands of his barber 
before he was bald. He is but risen from^ 
a feast before he was surfeited— from a 
banquet before he hftd^s^ drukeUc The 

' • * TMi>'?^att UuWat* rtiettibar bf Qi6 wntcnet. 
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Thracians vifept when, a chtld was born, 
and feasted and naade merry when a man 
went .oCit of the world, a,nd with reason. 
Is it not better not to hiing/er at all, than 
to eat? not to thirst, than to take physie 
to cure it ? Is it not better to be freed 
from cares and agues, love and melan-i 
choly, and the other hot and cold fits pf 
life,* than, like a galled traveler, who 
comes weary to his inn, to be bound, to 
begin his journey afresh?" 

I shall follow. Burton's collections as 
they stand in his own order.-j- ". Thou 
dost him great injury to desire his 'loi^gef. 
life. Wilt thou haoe^ him crazed and sickhf 
stilly like A tired traveller tfuft copies weary, 
to his inn f begin his journey afresh? - 
ffeif now gone to ettmity--^^^as if.h^ had 
ri^m» , saith PiuUpr€h, from the .midst of a, 

' ■' ' ■ ''''- ' - •• . -■ -'^ : .' :\\t .'• ;i \:r-> 

^ * This. approaches: to one <|f. Shakespeare's happ^' 

expressions: , ' . . » 

Duticanr is in his grave : i .i;^i. t .' 

Aft^r'/r<?^ijl|^/yb»r;hefi4eepg.wcdl., A;;.)rii ([ 

t a«rne has fopancwJiily re^ersiei, th^,9,^r35pgenjieni:, 
\«rhich produces a strong efi'ect in the coinparison. 
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fmt before he xms drunk. —-^^ Is it not much 
better not to hunger at all, than to eat : not 
to thirst, than to drink to satiny thirst ; not 
to be told, than to put on clothes to djit^ 
awoff cold? You had more ne^d rejoice tiiai 
I am freed front diseases, agues, 8(c. The 
Tkracians wept still when a child was bom, 
feasted and made mirth wlien any man was 
buried: and so should we rather be glad for 
such as die well, that they are ^ happily 
freed from the miseries of this life.-f 

Again — ** Consider, brother Toby, — 
when we are, death is not, and when 
death is, we are not."— So Burton transK 
latest a passage in Senei^a :. Wtien we are, 
death u not ; but when death is, then we are 
7U)t.X The original words are, ^i^^ nos 
suimns, rnors non adest; cum vero t^ors 
jodesty turn nqs non sumus. 

* This is a mere translation from LuciaQ, vipi 
IlEvds; : w Bwoeti h on to (Ati ii^^nvy ^o>^ HaM,iov « tk 
visiVy Koi TO fxi TTEmr^ r}i faytiv,.Km to fin piyh^ t« 

«JE«WX^« ««rc/»tw; ^Burton has quoted his author 

fairly* 

t Anat. of Mel. p. 216. % P. 213. 
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^' For this reason, continued my father^ 
't is worthy to recollect^ how little dtera* 
tion in great men the approaches of death 
have made* Vespasian died in a jes t 
Galba with a sentence — Septimius Severus 
in a disf^tch ; Tiberius in dissimulation, 
and Ca^ar Augustus in a compliment." 
This conclusion of so remarkable a chap^ 
ter is copied^ omitting some quotations^ 
almost verbatim, from Lord Verulam's 
Essay on death. 

Sterne has taken two other pa^siages 
from this short essay: "There is no 
terror, brother Toby, in its looks, but 
what it borrows from groans and convul- 
siort^— and the blowing of nOS(^, and 
the wiping away of tears with the bot*- 
toms of curtains in a dying man's Foom." 
Thus Bacon — Groans and convulsions^ and 
discoloured face^ and friends weepings and 
blacks, and obsequies, and the like, shew 
. death tarible. Again, Corporal Trim, in 
his harangue, ^'in hot pursuit, the Wound 
itself which brings him is not felt."-— 
Bacon says. He that dies in an earnest pur^ 
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suit, is like one that is wounded in lu>t bloody 
who for the time scarce f^ the hurt. 

Aniong these iastances of reoiarkable 
(leaihsy I am surprised that the curious 
story of Cardinal Beutivoglio did not 
occur to Sterne, Wh^h . th§ Cardijoal 
- entered the conclave, ^&er ttie death of 
Urban viii. be was urtfprtanatdy lodged 
in the chamber next to op($ whQ slept 
and sqored quantum potcr/it^ says Erytb-_ 
raeus, all night long. Poor Bentivoglio, 
worn down to a shadow by his literary 
pursuits, and his disappointments, and 
already -but too wakeful^ parsed eleven 
nights without sleep, by the snoring of 
his neighbour; when symptoms of fever 
appearing, he was removed to a more 
quiet room, in which he soon finished 
his days.* * 

We must have raqourse to Burtpn 
again, for part of the Tristra-Paedia. 
'* O blessed health ! cried my father, 
making an exclamation, as be turned 
over the leaves to the next chapter,— 

* Jan. Nic. Erythrce. Pinacothec. alter, p. 57, 
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thou art above all gold and treasure ; 't is 
thou who enlargest the soul, — and openest 
all its powers to receive instruction, and 
to relish virtue. — He that has thee, has 
little riiore to^ wish for ; and he that is so 
Wretched as to want thee,^— wants every 
thing vvith thee.*' ♦ 

O blessed health ! says Burton, thou art 
above all gold and treasure; [Ecclesiast.] 
the poorrnarCs riches, the rich man^s bliss, 
without thee there can be no happiness.^ 

O beata sanitas, te presente amaenum 
Ver floret gratiis, absque te nemo beatus. 

But I should^ in order, have noticed 
first^n exclamation at the end of chap- 
ter ix. in the spirit of which no body 
could expect Sterne to be original, :J: 

* Chap, xxxiii. vol. v. 
fi Page 104.. Ibid. pUge 276. 
X It has indeed been expressed^ with singular warmth 
and beauty, by Aristophanes : 

fjiri ^Qovsi raTjiv vecuai. 

ro rpu^BpQv yap sfjt^e^vxe 

rSttrtv mTTohoig fitipmi^ 

^ E«. 1. 900. 
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" Now I lov'e you for tfeis-^arid 't is thii 
delicious mixture within you^ Which 
makes you, dear erfeatuffes. What you are 
■^— anA hcJ Who hates you for kU-all I cart 
sa/of the matter is, That he has i pump- 
kin for his head; or a pippin for bis hi6art; 
— and whenever hcj is dissect^^d '♦VBill ht 
found §ti/'— Bttrton'fe ijuotatidn is :• 2mi 
vim non sensit'akbris, €tiit' taj^^^at, ata 
bMlua: which lie Mnslate^' thus i He ti 
notarHdri, *d bhck^u very Mmt,tidt Numeric 
dui Nebuchadnezm', ke hath a goUrd for 
hik'head, u pippin fat" Mi hedrt, that hath 
nbt felt the power ^f if: '^i >u^ 

' Iri chap, xxxvi. voL VL Stetrit! Ms 
picked out a few cjuotation^ from Bui'ton^fe 
Essay ort Love-Melancholy,*; ^whicH aft 
ford ^ laothii^g very • ^remarkable, texcepf 
Sterne's boldness in quoting quotations, 
i' By bdp of appiheir e^tmctf from Bur- 
ton; St^piife ittakesjap^great figure as a 
curioii$ reader^: " I hite.to make niys-* 

/ : , * 'See ^uirton, p. 3ip. & seq. , ' 

■ * * f Trist; Shandy, vol* vii. i?bap, xiii: 
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tefiesof isothiDg;-r-'t is the coA| cajatious> 
D^^ oiiq;i^' thft^; Wtde :5pufe fr6}» wJiict 
I^es^ius (\\\ff ,3j;iii. 4« mwibrws , 4i«im 
ch. »24iy.)-ip^naft4«bis3e6[tim»tei wteeifein 
Jbje.aettQtli. iotih, T[%aj: one J>utqh :»i»let 
p^bjfiaSf , jpHltipUe^,., m\l . alloiv ( xomA 
iWOUgh, ^»4 to epa^e, iQr %4»t fcUllflfed 
thous4n(^t)i[)iUioo^ w^iqhhe^Mppd^^ to 
be as g^ejal: j^ nw^be^of MuJ* (Q(?,«pt#ig 
^om the, M .of A^^m). ^ caJ>,po^i<>ljr 
1)6 dawn'4 to the «nd vpf th©. ♦ypTW'-"^-"™^ 
I an» much rnoi^ a*, a J^es t0 Hbqj« wlji^t 
C0WJ4 be in . Fi:^oi«;us ^jh^ra^ i»ipa4 
who pretends that nf^ -l^, j^ .sf»(C<p ;thaa 
pijp of two hupdfed ^^my iriii^,j t^^Ui- 
pj|fi4 ijrt9 itef If, wili. hfl .spfSQJ?oft l|9 . h^W 
the Uk^i^^mberrr-^Jie sOefteifliy Pwsthar^ 
gone ^pQt» §Rmfi . pfv.^e ;^^4; BiOWftf^ 
souls/' -iV<?' • -. ...■-!•■•■•[■. ;': -■•:iL{.;;i /o; ; -i'^ 

The sucp^^d^ingitaUiejrjr; i«.]?tei^,AaBll, 
l>ut unfair with •rQspe€it..!li» -th*. majber 
mHtical tlieojlagiatj.asthe origjjMtl pj^9g§ 
will prove. " Frayiciscus Ribera, in cap. 
14. Apocalyps. "iptll hiave %tl, a^ material 
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mid heal fire in the eentre of the earth, twa 
hundred Italian niiles in diameter, as he 
defines it out of > those wirrds, Exivit sanguis 
de terra — per Stadia mille sexcenta, Kc. 
\But Lessius, lib. xiii. de moribus divinis, 
cap. 24. wiU have this local hell far less^ 
one Dutch mile in diameter, all filled with 
fire and brimstone; because, as he there 
demonstrates, that space cubically multiplied^ 
will make a sphere able to hold eight hundred, 
thousand millions of damned boiMes, (allotth 
ing each body six foot square) which xtnU 
abundantly suffice.'' [I believe the damned, 
upon Lessius's scheme/ would be less 
crouded, than the victims of the African 
slave-trade have often been, on the middle 
passage.] ". Cum certum sit, inquit, facta 
subductione, nan futuros cmties mille mUU^ 
ones damnandorum.'' * 

Lucian, in his Necyomantia, allows 
only a foot to each of the shades; but 
the opponents df some late acts of the 

* Anat. of Melsuich. p. 15§, 

Vol, I. H 
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tegislatui^ mu^ not pride themselves in 
bis patronage. He supposed the tenants 
of his more merciful hell to bo only 
skeletons, or the ehadows, whitsh had 
aceompanied the natural bodies of men 
upon cartli.* 

Again, at the end of (fee same chapter 
in TVistmm Shaady ; ^ but where am I ? 
iva^ into What a delicious riot of thin^ 
im 1 rushing ? I-— I who miist be cut 
ehoft in the midw of my days,'' &c. 
Burton Concludes hiscliapter^^on M^ids-, 
Nuns*, and Widows^ Mfelancholy," in 
the same m^ihei?. '* But when am I ^ 
zHia what mbjtct hmx I ^msked? What 
have Ita/io?''f ^&:c. 

The p4>eface to Tristfatb, whieh is 
whknsicaliy placed neai' the e^d of the 
third volume, contams •aooiher <rf Bor^ 
ton's sallies* ^ Lay hold of me,— I am 
giddy-^1 flwn fitene^blind — I In dying^ — 
I am gone-**-HteJp ! lielpl helpP' — 

* A'TravrBg y^- «Tf|cv^ ^iS^MiXt^g yivo¥tm fifJBOtoij ruv oreuf 
t Page 124, ' - . 
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Buitofif, in his Digressien cf Air^ stops 
hknself in a metaphysical ramble, in the 
same manner. But, hm t I am now gont 
quite cut of sight : I am alviost giddy with 
roving ahmtt. 

It was observed to ihe by Mr. Isaac 
Jtead, that Sterne had made use of the 
notes to Blount's Transhrtion of Pkth^ 
tratus. The most striking resemblances 
are trbntained itt Blount's Observations 
on Death, in which he has copied nearly 
the Whole of Lord Verulam's Essay on 
that subject, Blount also declared war 
against gravity of manners, and there 
are many eccentricities scattered through 
his annoktions (whidi ate almost as 
bulky as the explanatory notes to Oiir 
modem poems) that Sterne had turned 
to his own account, though it is difficult . 
to traise tbeln' distinctly* 

I shall just bb^efvc by the way, that a 
pretty passage in the 5fory of the King of 
Boh^nia and his seven castles; — "MO- 
DESTY scarce touches with a finger what 
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Liberality offers her with both ber 
hands open" — alludes to a picture of 
Guido'Sy the desiga of which it descri)?^ 
tolerably well. 

Retournons a nos nwutons, as Rabelais 
would say ; in matters of painting, it b 
dangerous for a man to trust his own: 
eyes, till he has taken his degree of 
Connoisseur. 

It confirms me strongly in the bplief ^ 
that the character of Mr. Shandy is .a 
personification of the authorship of Bur- 
tbn, when I find such a passage as the 
following in Sterne. '* There is ^. Phi-> 
lippic in verse on son^ie body's eye or 
other, that for two or three nights toge- 
ther had put him by his rest ; which, 
in his first transport of resentment against, 
it, he begins thus: 

" A devil 't is— and mischief siich doth ivdrk^ 
As never yet did Pagan>. JeWj> or Turk." 

This choice couplet is quoted by Bur-. 

ton* from some bad poef, now unknown, 

.... ^ ./ . • '■ .'. ^ : , .\ 
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.©f whose name he only gives the initials. 

" Hilafion the heniiit, in speaking of 
his ab^inence, his watchings, flagella- 
tions^ and other instrumental parts of his 
vjreKgion, — ^wonld say- — though with more 
facetiousness than became an hermit — 
That they were the means he used, to 
make his ass (meaning his body) leave 
off kicking." ♦ 

^' By this means Hilarion made his ass, 
as he called his own body, leave kicking (so 
Hierome relates of him in his life) when the 
Ikf)il terkpted him to my foul offence."^ 

^' I' wish, Yorick, said my father, yoti 
'had r^d Plato ; for there you would 

have learnt that there are two LovES- 

of these • lo<ves, according to Ficinus'3 
comment upon Velasius, the one is ra- 
tional — the other is natural— the first 
ancient — ^without mother — where Venus 
has nothing to do : the second, begotten 
of Jupiter and Dione — ^'':|: 

* Tris. Shandy, vol. viii. chap, xf xi» 

t Burtoa, Pi 333* 

J Tris. Shandy, vol. viii. <?hap, xxxiii. 

H 3 
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♦ Om Venus is Oftcient^ mthaut a moth^, 
and 4^$cmded from heaveTi^ wkmi we call 
calestMH. . The ^aunger. begotten qf Jupiter 
and Di^ne, x^k^m cmimonfy m call Venus. 
Ficinw, in hi$ comment upm thk pkm, 
cap, 8, follinving PUUOf called, these two 
loves, two dedk^ $r good end bad mgds 
according to us, tphick are ^Ul Mowing 
about our souls. -f 

Mr, Shandy otservae, on his son's 
x^ifcumcisioiii^ th^t thQ \tmQ »nii sextik? 
aspects h^ve jumped awry. This w tfiken 
from. Burton 4 Masiy other ^mall p(a- 
giaiisms might tie O0ticjed, but I shall 
conftfie my obseKvations to Jhose of mQXf^ 
consequ^DCO, 

. Th(? ; fragment respecting th^ AM^ 
jfitans, in thq Serttim^tal Journey* is 
talf.en from Burtgn'^ chapter of Artificial 
Allurements, \\ At Abdera in Thraee, (says 
Burton) 4^^^^^4^f <^ of Euripides' tra-- 

* Velasius is quoted through ail tibe (^^oedii^ 
passages in Burton. 

t Page SaO; 

♦ Page 263. Objects qf Live- 

(I Page50K 
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OF STEBNG: 119 

gidms b€mg\ ftaytA, tba specM$rs were s9 
tauck ^m&aed w^k the object^ mid timae 
pathetical speeches of Perseus^ aimmg the 
rest,, O Oupid,' prAice ^ g9ds and men, tCc. 
thai £vayt Aum ^dmast, a goad wkUe ttfter\ 
spaiepurie iimdncs^ and raped still an Pep- 
sens' s speech^ O CJupid, prince of gods and 
men. A$ cagymea^ bmfs^ and pecn^es, 
when a new sang is publislped with us, go 
^g^ ^^. neW''<un0 'still in the streets, 
thejf caatimuilfy 0cted ttud tragical part qf 
Pereausy and in ever^ mm's mouth wm, 
Q Ctipii, in every itreet^ Q Cupid, in evefy 
house almost, O Cupid, prime qf gods a^d 
mm: prowutit^ ^tiU, like stage-plaj^s, 
O Qvp»4- They %joere so posse^^d all with 
tluit,raptHT^j^ and thought of thfit pathetical 
hm^spe^^fi^ thQt^odtld mt, a bngtinie after^ 
ffvrgetyjf d^'W it out qf their minds, bui^ 
QQupid^ prip^e of godi and men^ was ever 
IP their pwiu^tl^^. Why Sterne shptUd I^^tc 
(qa^lcfl this a fr^ment^ I cannot imagine; 
unless, as Burton forgot to quote his 
authoCt Sterne, w?^ pot ^wwe that the 
' H 4f 
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Story was taken from tiie introduction to 
Lucian's Essay on tUe Method of Writing 
History. 

Burton has spoiled this, passage by an 
unfaithful translation. Sterne has worked 
it up to a beautiful picture, but very 
different from the original in Lucian, 
with which, I am persuaded, he was 
unacquainted. 

That part of Mr. Shandy's letter to 
Uncle Toby, which consists o£ obsolete 
medical practices, is taken from one of 
Burton's chapters on the cure of Love<- 
Melancholy.* 

Gordonius's prescription bf a sev^ere 
beating for the cure of love, seems to 
Jiave entertained Sterne greatly. This 
remedy was once a favourite with phy- 
sicians, in the cure of many diseases;., 
there was then good reason for giving 
Birch a place in the dispensatories. To 
say nothing of Luther's practice in the 

* Anatomy of I^elancholy^ p. 333, to 335. 
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Of STESNE. '- i^l 

case of Ills, maid*servant, which I shall 
have ocGa^on to mention afterwards, we 
find in the Appendix to Wepfer*s Hisioria 
upopkcHcarum, an acccmnt of a soldier; 
who prevented an attack of the apoplexy* 
by flogging himself, till blood ran freely 
from his back and nostrils. Oribasius^ 
one of the virtuosi of that time^ wrote to 
recommend whipping in fevere. Dr. 
Musgia^e quotes a German physician, 
who cured two of his patients of dysen^ 
tery, by drubbing them as much as was 
sufficient.* 

• The practice of these terrible doctors 
among imfortunate lunatics, is too noto- 
rious. One of them directs the applica- 
tion for love-meiancholy in this elegant 
manner, in his book ; sijuverdJs est, fiagd- 
letur ejtis cuius cum verb€ribus,'f et si non 
sistit, ponatur m fundo turris cum pane et 
aqua, ^c. 

Campanella tells a curious stoty of an 
Jl;a^ian prince, an excellent musici<an, 

* Of the qualities of the neryes, p. 138* 
^ MeibonnuBj p, 5^, et seq. ^ 
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^ui'alvumdepoiiere nm p»terat, wsi. verbe* 
ratus a servo ad id adsdsba.^ I omit imny 
other |ireacriptions of the lusimis Jkindw 
These instaticeis are sufficient to estaUish 
the predilection of the faoulfy !<»: tht$ 
practice,-f which Butler has so highly 
celebrated for its moral tet^ency ; 

Whipping that *s virtue's governess, 
Tut'i^ess of arts and 6oi€^<:es<; 
That meniis tlie gross mistake of na^rj»> 
And puts new life into dull matter j 
' That lays foundation for renown. 
And all the honours of t(ie gown*} 

Peter 1. of Russia seems to liave 
adopted this philosophy, for we are 
assured that he wa3 accustomed to cane 
his ministers and courtiers, for high mis- 
demeanors^ with his own iinperial hands. 

* Idem. 

f I observe that the practice of 'whipping, in \nedi- 
cine, was revived, in North America, by ibt, Soaisan, 
who applied a horse-^wbi^/to a patient who h^ t^ken 
an over-dOse of opi^m• The method succeeded. . 

Medical Repository, New* Yo*k, vol. iii. p. 130. 
179-9. ,.-■.. 

:|; Hudibras, p^rt ii.. C9^tQ u, 
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Off STERNE. J28 

Sterne has made frequent rrfcreficcs to 
Montaigne : the best Gommentary on the 
fifth chapter of Tristrani.Shandy, vol. viii. 
is Montaigne's essay on thesUjpject of that 
chapter. 

Chaises of Plagiarism in his Sermons 
have been brought against Sterne, which 
I have not been anxious to inVieatigate, 
A^ iar that species of composition, the 
J)rifKipar nfiatt^ must consist of repeti- 
tions. But it has Jong been my opinion, 
that the itiaimer> the style, and the selec- 
tion erf subjects for those Sermons, w<qre 
derived from the excellent CantwipiatioM 
of Bishop Hail. ' There is a delicacy of 
thought, and tenderness of expression in 
the good Bishop's compositions, frpm the 
transfusion of which Sternie looked for 
immortality* 

Let us compare that singular Sermon, 
entitled THE Levite AND HIS Concu- 
bine, with part of the Bishop's Contem- 
plation of the LfiyiTS's Cqncubine. I 
shall follow Sterne's order. 
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** -T— Then shame and grief go with 
her, and wherever she seeks a shelter^ 
may the hand of justice shut the door 
against her,"* 

What husband would not have said-^She 
is gone, let shame and grief go with her ; 
I sfiall find one no less pleasing, and more 
faithfiiLf 

" Our anQotators tell us, that in Jewish 
ceconomicks, these (concubines) differec| 
little froni the wife, except in some out-- 
ward ceremonies and stipulations^, but 
agreed with her in all the true essences 
of marriage." $ 

The law of God, says the Bishop, allowed 
the Levite a wife ; human connivance a conr- 
cubine ; neither did the Jewish concubine 
differ from a wife, but in some outward 
compliments; both might challenge all the 
true essence ofrnarriage. 

* Sterne. Sermon Ixviii. 

t Bp. Hall's Works, p. 1017, 

5 Sterna loc. citat. 
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OF STERNE, 1!I5: 

- I shall omit the greater part of the 
Levite's solioquy, in Sterne, and only, 
take the last sentences. 

*' Mercy well becomes the heart of all 
thy creatures, but most of thy servant, a, 
Levite, who offers up so many daily 
sacrifices to thee, for the transgressions 
of thy people." 

— " But to little purpose," he would 
add, ^^ have I seryqd at thy altar, where 
my business was to sue for mercy, had 
I not learn'd to practise it/' 

Mercy y says Bishop Hall, becomes xvell^ 
the fieart of any man, but most of a Levite. 
He that had helped to offer so many, sacri^ 
Jkes to God for the multitude of evay , 
Israelite's sins, saw how proportionable it. 
waSf that man should not fwld one sin un^ 
pardonable. He had served at the altar to 
no purpose, if he (whose trade was to sue for 
mercy) had rwt at all learned to practise it^ 

It were needless to pursue the parallel. 

Sterne's twelfth Sermon, on the For- 
giveness of Injuries, is merely a dilated 
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commtJiitary on the beautiful ^ohclusibii 
of the Contemplation * of Joseph/ ^ 

The sixteenth Sermdfi contains a wKftt 
striking imitation. ** There is no small 
degree of malicious CFaft in fixing iipon 
a season to give a matk of fenmity and- 
ill-will ; — a word, a fook, which, at one 
time, would make no impression,-— at 
another time, wounds the heart; and 
like a shaft flying with the wind, pierce 
deep, which with its own natural force, 
would scarce have reached the objeet* 
aimed at." 

This is litde varied from the original t 
There is no small cruelty inthepitkvftgoitt 
of a time for mischief; that word would 
scarce gall at one season, which at another 
kUkth. The same shaft flying with the 
wind pierces deep, which against iti ca)t\ 
hardly j^d strength to stick nprightJ^ 

In^terne'^s fifth Sermon, the Contempts- 
lion of ^Elijah with the Sareptan,' ms 

^ Hallos Shimd Cnrsbi^. ' • 



Digitized by 



Google 



OP iSTfiHNE. itr 

closely followed. Witness this passage 
out of others : •♦ The prophet follows the 
call of Itis God :— t-the same hand which 
brtHJjght him to the gate of the city, had 
ted also the poor widow otit of her doors, 
oppressed with sorrow/^* 

The prophet follows the cull of his God; 
the same hand that brought him ta the gate 
of Sarepta, led also this poor widow out of 
her doars.f 

The succeeding passages which corres- 
pond, are too long for insertion. 

Sterne has acknowledged his acquaint- 
ance wit^i this book, by the disingenuity 
of two ludicrous quotations in Tristram 
Shandy4 

The use which Sterne Inade of Burton 
and Hall, and his great familiarity with 
their works, had considerable influence 
on his style ; it was rendered, by assimi- 
lation with their*s, more easy, more 
natural, and more expressive. Every 

* Sterne- 

t Bishop Hall, p. 1323. 

1 Vol. i. chap. xxii. and vol. vfi. chap* xiii. 
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writer of taste and feeling must iisdeed 
be invigorated, by drinking at the '* well; 
of English undefiled;" but like the 
Fountain of Youth, celebrated in the old 
romances, its waters generally elude the 
utmost efforts of those who strive to ap- 
propriate them. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Of the persormges of Tristram Shandy. 
Anecdotes of Doctor Slop. 

1 HERE are some peculiarities in the 
principal characters of Tristram Shandyi 
which render it probable that Sterne 
cppied them from real life. My en- 
quiries at York have thrown no light on 
thig subject, excepting what regards the 
personage of Doctor Slop. From some 
pufeUcalipn? wh,ich accidentally fell into 
my hands, I had formed a conjecture, 
which Dr, Belcomb assures me is sup- 
ported by tradition, that under this title, 
Sterne ip^ftp t to satirize I)r. John Burton, 
of York. 

Dr. Burton's treatise on midwifery, 
which was published iji 1751, agrees in 

YOL. i;. I 
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many respects with the work ascribed tcf 
Dr. Slop. It is distinguished by that 
zeal for the horrible mechanism of the 
art, which was carried to an excess at 
that period : the tire tete, the then newly 
invented forceps, and other instruments 
of torture and misery, appear in his 
sculptures; and the whole composition 
is calculated to produce, in unprofessional 
readers, mingled sensations of ridicule and 
disgust. 

The squabble between Dr. Burton and 
Dr. Smellie is clearly referred to, in 
Tristram Shandy, vol. ii. p. 119. Smellie, 
who was an ignorant man, mistook the 
head-piece of a print, in a collection of 
obstetrical works, for the name of an 
author, and quoted* Lithopadus Senonensis 
with much gravity. 

' * *' The seventeenth author, collected, as you- tell 
" u», by Sp€^chius, is Lithopmdus Senonensis, which 
"instead of being an author, is only the drawing of a 
*' petrified child, when taken from its mother, after 
" she. was opened ; and ihis is evident from the title» 
*' Litkopctdii Senonensis Icon, which, with the expla- 
" nation, is contained in one single page only." 

Burton^s Letter to Sfneliie, j>. 2t« 
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' : OF STERNE. 131 

Br. Buftoii Wote a treatise, also, on 
the** Non-Naturals, which provoked a 
sneer from Sterne.* 

Neither of these works would afford 
extracts capable of interesting, even me- 
dical readers, at the present time. But 
I '.am' in possession of two pamphlets, 
relating 4o this author, which place his 
character in a different point of yiew, 
and which, perhaps, had some share in 
exciting the severity of Sterne. 
' By the first of these, which was pub- 
lished at York, in 1749, by Dr. Burton 
himself, it appears that he had been a 
zealc^us Jacobite ; and that, in 1745, he 
was committed to the castle of York, on 
suspicion of high treason. Dr. Sterne, 
then Archdeacon of Cleveland, was one 
of the magistrates who committed him, 

* Tris. Shandy, vol. i. chap. 23. — " Why the most 
natural actions of a man's life should be called his non- 
naturals, is smother qacstiori.*' See Burton, page 39* 
The solution might be^ easily given, if it were worth 
repeating, pr. Burton of York published a book on 
this subject/ which is here alluded to. 
■ ■ '■ ■ ' 12 
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of wham he speajcs; with singulft^r fPPWtyf 
though hi^ own conduct appears (o have 
been very suspicious. 

Jjtse^msj, fro^f^.^own accoun]^ .t}iat 
when the rpbel ^fx^y was advancing 
tpw^i'ds l^ncashire, in 1745^ Dr. l^uitpil, 
Wfis ^ep with ^ P^^y <>f them at Horpby, 
He accounts for this^ by asserting that hp 
was with them as ^ prisoner; but as.h§ 
h^d Jeft YpjrH, apparently tp throw hiw- 
self in their w?iy, ^n4 9S be returofid 
unjpolesited, it cannot be surprizing that, 
in such 4 tearful aind anxious tipae, hq 
should be thrown into confinements 
Pr. Burton, however, i^putea his acrest 
to animosities, excited by his activity, in 
a contested election for the county, and 
labours to persuade the reader, diat Brit* 
ish liberty was endangered by his detea^ 
tion. Perhaps a specimen of Dr. Slop's 
style may not be unacceptable. 

" O9 PepeJXiber the 34 Dr. ^terne 
*^ published a paragraph in one of the 
" newspapers, which Was^ reprinted it\ 
" the London Evening Post, and is as 
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«* firtioH^^j Vii?. dH Sattrtday last Dr. Bur- 
*^ t»h Vas coftttftitted to Yoflc castfe by 
" the Record and Dt. Stertie, ds Justices 
*' for the W^,R%iing of this bounty. 
** It tLpi^Wg A'onl his bwh confession 
** that he went to Hornby, knoV^in^ the 
*• Rfebeis W^fe ffifefe, a^d upon k sup- 
" ^sititth th&t the Duke of Bertll >Vm 
"thfere, TW^te a fetter to hitti which 
*' b^ffg bpented b^ Lord £lch6 he Was 
'* Sfeht fdr up liy t^o Mghlaiiders to the 
'* ca^le, khd is he 'skys citrted albrig 
'? iS^ith th^a lis a prisbnet to LancdSfer, 
" iirlkee h6 '^!&hferSb<i With Lbril Ge'drge 
" Mtif¥4y and a petsoh battfed hife royal 
« lii^HHesi Prinfcfe Charles. th6i:6 was 
'* thte gr^test fe^\;isfaction 'ex^r'dis^d it his 
^ ^iottimitnifent froiti tfaie tii^est td the 
^* lov^est persoh in the city, th'it has befen 
** feho\^h heiiB lipbh any <3M6baisiloh." in 
** ni^ rbhilEtrk^ upon this' pai?iaigraph I 
**'^hill dbnsidit iturid^r thre* articles. 

" First, as to my being committed for 
^* ihattei^ bf high trfeakbh, is mentioned 
I 3 
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*' on the back of the warraift of cletainer. 

^' Secondly, as to confessing I had 
" been with the Rebels ; and 

" Thirdly, as to th^f gceat rejoicings 
" an^ong all degrees of! people of all 
" parties, : : 

" First, that I was not committed foi^ 
" high treason, I need bring no; other 
" proof than the commitn^ent. itself 
"wherein it was only said "1 wa&ia- 
•^ suspicious person tq his ■ Majesty's* 
*^ government." Dr. Sterne also wrote 
" several letters to , his acquaintance, 
" wherein he said I was cominitted for 
'^ high treason, I can mention sonae Js> 
" whom they were wrote, and others ta 
" whom they were shown. . Dr, Stcfne 
•* also told a gentleman who was at his* 
" home, that had I a thousand lives, he 

** (S n) had as much treason there 

^J (pointing to a table .'whereon lay a 
^' heap of papiers) as. would take, them 

^*aii. ', ;^ . ' .; ., 

/' There are two ways to come at tjie. 
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** truth in treasonable practices, tlie one 
'* is by positive proof, (which in case of 
*' high tieason is absolutely required), or 
** by the party accused own confession. 
** Now it is evident neither of these ap- 
^ peared against me, notwithstanding 
^' one of the most malicious and strict 
^ scrutinies that party rage could suggest. 

" S n here brings a heavy charge 

^^ upon himself, for had he such proofs 
^' of my being guilty of high treason (as 

" he declared to Mr. B d) why did 

^* he not produce them ? and any one 
^' who has proof of another^s being 
**guiJ!ty of high treason, and conceals 
^' it, falls under the heavy penalty of 
." mi&rprision of treason, so that he is 
" under that dilemma of being guilty of 
" spreading the greatest falsehood, or of 
'' mis^prision of treason. 

" I shall now proceed to the second 

" article, and shew how he has mis- 

" represented things by asserting that I 

«' CQqfessed I had been with the Re- 

14 
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''bels. S ^n would iriliidaftfe to the 

<' world that I had cotifes$^ I had bedn 
'* with the Rebels to join aid and assist 
" them, I'll appeal to every ttian's owh 
*' breast, whether he would not absolutely 

*• take it in that light from S 's mari- 

'' ner of expressing himsielf, 

'' I must observe to this upright mati, 
^' that in every confession (for so he was 
'' pleased to call the account of whdt 
" befel me as above) the sense dnd meatl- 
<* ing of the whole niust be taken Wjgfe- 
'' ther. tt is not oqr business to pick 
" out a part of a sentence, or a feW 
*' words, and apply th^m to whit pui*- 
*' pose we please, for by that method I 
" could bring words to prove froni thfe 

♦' New Testament that Dr. S n oUght 

*' to be hanged here and damned hfere- 

" after. As D. S n had undertook 

''to tell a part as truth, he should have 
" told the truth and nothing but thfe 
" truth, he sbpuld hiave told the legality 
^* of my call into that neighbouHiodd 
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^' Mierfe I was taken pri^nfef; and di'e 
^* tftce^ity df my going there, &c, and 
*' theh he wdtild not have been to blame. 
*/ I tdme iidw td the cditclUsion of thl^ 
^' ever %ii6irtidmi$le paragraf>h where S-^B 
" says that on thfe occasidtti meanitig 
^ my commitiuent, there was the greatest 
** rejoicings by all degrees df {>eb{ile df 
^f all patties ever known upon any deca- 
'^ tidn. 

*' ttehe again S n has mis^ifejit'd- 
*' ikntl^ the truth as was evldfettt td all 
*' the itthabitants of the city of Yotk ahd 
'* tifeighbduriioodj nay, his bWh prifttdr*^ 
*^ jdunwymati, dr servatit^ Whofee bread 

''depended upiMi S-^ h, wks *> fcttri- 

'* scions ttt himself, that every pferSbii 
'' who were then ^ct|Uairited with nie 
^* hitist know that part of the paragrapli 
*' to be fals^ and therefore begged le&vd 

'* to omit itj but S h ordered him to 

*' print it as he had wtote it. 

*' How I became then s6 popular is 
'* |irbperfeJr for ariother peri to she^ than 
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" mine, but that these very persecutors 
^* knew it is evident, for when it Would 
" serve their turn to distress me in any 
" shape, then my popularity was always 
'^ urged as an argument against me, and 
'* as such was made use of in the very 
" best opportunity they had of shewing 
'* their tender regard for me, I mean 
'* when went I to London. This argu- 
*' ment was then pushed as a reason for 
'* the necessity of having a guard of sol* 
'* diers along with me to London, and 
^' for putting me into irons, though at 
'* that very time I had the gout ih both 
'* feet, both knees, and in my right 
'* hand, unable to move without the 
" assistance of two persons, but of this 
*' more in its proper place. Had D. 

*^ S n said that he and his partizans 

" were exceedingly rejoiced, I dare say 
*' he \yould have been credited for once 
" in his life, without bringing vouchers 
^* to prove it. 

^' His being author of this paragraph 
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** as well as of that of the 17th of the 
^^ same month, and that on the 7th of 
^* January following ill .became him, 
^* considering him in any light or capa«* 
*^ city, axki even in point of prudence 
** and policy too/' 

As the person treated with so much 
roughness was Sterne's Unde, it may be 
iiKitiiraUy' supposed, that Dr. Burton's 
invectives would make an unfavourabld 
impression on his relations, and might 
give rise to the caricature of Dr. Slop. 
Why the Doctor's Jacobitical principles 
were not satirized, may be readily ex- 
plained from Sterne's short Memoirs of 
himself. He says, that his Uncle w^s a 
violent party-man, .and that afier living 
together on the most friendly terms, he' 
quarrelled with our author, because he, 
detested party-violence, and refused^ to 
write political paragraphs for his Unole 
in the York paper* The sanguinary, 
ahd boiindl^s resentmetils^of that period 
v«c«e wholly unaiit^' to the delicacy 6f 
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the amhbPd feelings, tie has iherefort 
impiifed no othfcr jiolitical distinctioii td 
Dr. Slop, than the rery pardonable dne 
arising from hieing a Catholic; 

Dr. Burton was discharged, without 
being brought to trial, aftbr a confine- 
ment of some wfeeks^ in the hoissie df a 
messenger, in Ldndon. 

After this tragedy, I must intVoitrice 
the Doctibr in a farce. In the year 
115^ he had ah affray with one of the 
aldeMneii of York; at an etitenainmeiit 
in the Mahsioh^hoir^e, and was turned 
out of the room with very signiiicaitf 
marks of dis(^pprobation; My kik>Wled^e 
of this afiaii' is entirely deriv^ from the 
alderihan's pamphlet, wMch is eiltitted/ 
" An Account of what pi*sed betWeenf 
*' Mr; George Thompson, of York^ aint 
" DK John Burton of that City, Phy^si*^ 
*^ cran atid Mkn^Midwife, at Mr, Shferiff 
** Jubbs* Entertsinment, and the Con- 
^* sequenci3s thoreott/' It isd^ted, 175ff; 
The seuile wfts oqt^ioned by Dr. Bor- 
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ton's refusal to diikk ope of the loyal 
tpastSi of the d^y. 

Whoever crates hiipself political ene- 
mies, must expect to see h^s faults and 
ijpciperfections displayed in the strongest- 
light. Mr. Thomp§oq, accordingly, en* 
lers into his antagonist's private history. 

*' Then as to the Doctor's modesty, 
'* there is no passing by qij^ viistanp^ of 
''it, where he ti^lls you ^pgge 14) that 
'* he qualified hin^se|f to acj, towards 
" redressing the heg^yy conjplaints, which 
^* there hafl been of the hardships and 
'* Pfpctices of some persopj in the com^ 
" mission of the land-tax. Wi^at notable 
'* redressments this great patriots-personage 
'* made he dqm not; indeed specify, but 
" however he might settlp the i^at^pfial 
^^ concerns uad^r his administr^ipp, or 
M ^l^ether be neglected his pjriyajfce for 
•' the public a%irs, thei^e i^ ^lo saying, 
" but he hin^sHf brp^e for upward^ of 
•Vfiv^ thousat^/ Pftynds, and paid ten 
" shilling? in tfe^.pfliHii, so tht^t having 
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"nothing left but his wife's fortune^ 
" which they could not touch, his boast* 
** ed qualification for acting in the com- 
*' mission, mufet not have had a very, 
'" deep bottom, whether his composition 
" preceded or followed his taking it up : 
" nor should I in truth have touched, at 
" any rate, upon his circumstances, but 
" to justify my suspicion of his having 
** had the law-charges of his most ini- 
** quitous cause, or rather causeleissness, 
" against me, defrayed by the subscrip- 
" tion of his party, which I hope for 
" his own sake is true. Nay, I have 
" the charity to wish him success in the 
" subscription he has been for some tirtie 
^* soliciting, for his ECCLESIASTICAL HlS- 
" TORY of Yorkshire, in two volumes 
" in folio, not only as it may be of* a 
** pecuniary imjx>rtance to himself, but 
*' as the work itself may be an Useful 
" repertorium hereafter, in case of the 
" coming in of a Roman Catholic power 
" to resume the Church and Abbey lands 
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" out of the hands of the present posses- 
*' sors, not forgetting to make them ac- 
'^ countable for wastes and dilapidations/* 
The particular details of the personal 
contest would be uninteresting, as no 
pugilistic .skiH was displayed on either 
Side. Mr. Thompson subsequently com- 
plained that his loyalty wa& ill- rewarded, 
and that, 

*' His thankless country left him to its laws.** 

There is a passage in a prose essay, 
by Mr. Hall Stevenson, which seems 
to imply that the characters of Uncle 
Toby, and the Widow Wadman, had 
real prototypes: if is contained in the 
"Sentimental Dialogue between Two 
Souls," which may be seen in the last 
edition of Mr. H, Stevenson's works. I 
beg to be excused from quoting the 
anecdote, to which I refer. If my 
conjecture be just, the public will not 
have much reason to regret their igno- 
rance of the parties. 

It is impossible to^ quit this subject. 



Digitized b^ VjOOQIC 



14* ILLUSTRATIONS 

without remgu'king, once more** what 
a wa$te of talents is occasioned by j^fii^ 
porary satire, y^^ know hardly sjgy. 
tjiing of Sterne's ol]jjef?jLs; those of Rabe* 
lais are merely matters of coiijecture ; 
t)ie authoi's satirized by ^oileau j^re only 
kpown by his censures ; ax>d the heroics 
of tbp DuujCfad are indebted to Vqpp fo|r 
their preservation. Flecknoe's poems, 
which I have had in my hands, would 
not now obtain a single reader, but for 
Dryden^s immortal satire. Avellaneda's 
second part of Don Quixote ha$ been 
embalmed by tlie criticisms of Cervantes. 
Why will men of genius condescend to 
record their resentment against block- 
beads ? Why cannot they say to an , 
opponent, 

Ignotus pereas, miser, necess^est?^ 

* See Dr. Wiutoi;i's notes on the Duncia4. 

i In a copy of verses, addressed to Dr. Burton, on 
occasion of his pamphlet against Dr* Sterne, I find the 
following lines : 

Whether in physic thou once more engage, 
And willi new thefts stuff thy Non-natural page. 
Or on new subjects meditate new books. 
To plague the town, and glad tlic pastry-cooks. 
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tiowe'er employ'd, in these, or noUer fcbcmeti 

0/ politics, or thy late golden dreams 

Of revolutious in the stale and laws. 

And re-instatement of the good old cante. 

Oh lend thine eari I (those ears sp justly doe 

To Ketch's hands, and worn on Tick by you, « 

While in few W4»rds, tbis plain advice I glve^ 

With some amendment seem at least to liVe, 

£*er thou lash others, Jest some sneering Elf 

Justly retort, ** Dear cure thyself. 

** Shoutd^t thou, -proud, restless, insolent and faotd> 

(* Flagrant for ev'ry crime thy book has told, 

** Whose factious schemes no laws but fear restrain, ' 

^ Of liberty and laws infrilig*^ complain ; 

<< Shbuld'ftt thou of vilest arts thy foes accuse^ 

•* And on surmise in blackest terms abuse, 

*' Who hackneyM in tiiy party's darkest scenes, 

" To gain thy ends, ne*er spar'd the vilest means } 

*' 6bould*st tliou usurp a patriot*s sacred name, 

•• And for thy country*s liberty declaim, 

" Who ev'vy help thy fear would let thee, gava • ' • 

•* To foreigh foes thy country to enslave. . :i 

" Be dumb thou, wretch, and let thy actions 2yt 

'* Forgot, and like thy works for aver die ! ** 
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CHAFTEI^ Vr. 

Mr. Shandy's hg^poiAesfs of nmfs- ex- 
plained-— Tqli4fcotius — Stories of long noses 
— Coincidence bt^mem VigjmdrM4rvills and 
Lavater — Opinions o/Gfirmann — Riolan — 
Beddoes-r-Sg^s pmt qf hmiojif concern- 
ing the nose. 

JdY the lahoMC$ of those who cultivate 
the philosophy of the East, we learn, 
that there exis& an order of sages,* who 
reckon it the perfection of wisdom, to 
pass their lives in silently contemplating 
the point of the nose* The philosophy 

* The Yoge^, See Sketches relating to the History 
qfthe Hindoos. 

Tho> the priesthood of Fo on the mlgar impote 
By squiotiiig whole yeairt at the ^d of their uoie. 

Cam&|iidge. 
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f^ npse^ \m mt remakino^ imnoticed iq 
fUir^pe, but. it has mvet be^ generally 
pursve^^ ^th^r (mm ao appre)ien$ion of 
the obliquity which it occasions in the 
Jjs^mk stu(^jai% or bqqaiise the scienfSQ 
does not lead to the same degrf9 of 
power and consequence among us^ as 
in Asia. 

The doctiine of nose^ was too com* 
mon in Sterne*s favourite writers, to be 
ovi^iipoked by btpi ; but there is a ctuse 
of |)erplexity in his allusions, which 
must be explained to an English reader. 

Some languages, particularly the La- 
tin, the French, and Italian, abound in 
figumtiTe expressions respecting the un- 
derstanding an4 mmnt^Vh which refer 
to the no3e. We have few expressions 
parallel to these in English ; and every 
attempt to engraft such topics of raillery 
upon our language is necessarily attended 
with obscurity. 

The Greeks, delicate to excess in 
whatever rieg^rded the proportions of the 
K2 
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body, attached great ridicule to noses 
of immodenite length. The Anthology 
contains several epigrams on this subject^ 
which Pope might have quoted as ex* 
am pies o( hyperbole. Such is the epigram 
on Proclus ; 

His vast proboscis Proclus never blows ; 

His hand too small to grasp his salient nose. 

If, when he sneezes, Proclus should refrain 

To cry, ' Jove bless me,' think him not profkne j 

For his own sneeze in time he cannot hear. 

So distant either nostril from his ear. 

Another epigmm, written in the same 
taste^ demands respect, because it was 
the production of the Emperor Trajan : 

AvTIOf llfiXCK, i^C* 

Turn your nose to the sun, and gape wide for a trial ; 
Tour neighbours will find you an excellent dial. 

A very different sentiment prevailed 
among the Hebrews, respecting large 
noses; they were considered as indicating 

♦ Anthdggta, torn* i. p. 412. 
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prudence and long-suflfering. — ^I must 
here transcribe from Camerarius: Atque 
hoc quidem epitheton inter catera Deus sibi 
arrogate qui Mosen alloquens, [Exod, 34.] 
proprietatibus decern hanc adjicit, 'shi^k id 
est, MA6NO NASO, ut Hispanica editio 
CompbUensis, et recentior Antverpiensis^ ad 
v^bum exprimunt, et <diis quoque Biblie- 
rum locis Deus iia vocatttr^ quod omnes 
interpretes exponunt patientem, ut contra d 
brevi naso, Hebrai promptum ad irant uel 
iracundum interpretantur.* 

As the nose furnishes the principal 
expression of derision in the countenance, 
several words and phrases in the Greek 
and Latin languages bear a reference to 
it, in denoting raillery or contempt. But 
it is sometimes assumed as the type of 
judgment and acuteness. Ipse denique 
Nasus, says Erasmus, in proverbium abiit, 
pro judicio. Horat. Non quia nullus illis 
nasus erat.-f 

* Hprse Subcisivae, torn, i; p. 253. In p. 249, 
Nasus Domini is niemtioned as a figure for Angler, 
t Adagia, f. 348. 

K S 
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Another phra^ fe not vety refitted m 
ks origin; thoirgh it denote* acuten^ess 
and even polish : 

Emunotse imris duK>9 cou^KAere verBiii«* 

Martial has; an epigr^iA which <$4nntA 
be translated into Bc^ish, (tho^h tome^ 
what applicable to this IxMk), tun ad^um 
of his adherence to tb^ figure ; 

Nasutus sis usque Vicet, sis.cleniqae nasus, 
dtitoium nolutrit ferte ik>galu8 Atlia, 
£t possis ipsum in derid«re Laciniim, 
Non potes in ntigas dicere pidra meas^ 
Ipse ego qtram dixi : f 

And in another place he employs a 
strong figure, equally intractable in Eng- 
lish^ to denote the e^rly critical abilities 
of the Roman youth : 

Et (Him^asuai rhinocerotis ]^abent4 

In the French and Italian languages, 
such allusions are very common. 1 take 

♦ Horat. . m 

. t £pigr«nmat. lib. xiti. epigf. 8. 
X Lib. i. epigr. 4- 
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the ibllowbg remarks &oia the Nasea 
df lAfietule, a wrker wheal Bur^m has 
quoted lavi^ly (&om liie Latin tnmsla* 
tioH of Barthiu^ hi Bom^ of the £ha[rters 
eti Love-Melaafcholy^ nvhere be seems to 
huve vmbended butifidf «o oompleleiy^ 
The frequeat ^eSts&kce^ to this author 
in a book which geems to hysure l^a 
perpeludly in ^Sterne's hand^ would 
pi*obab]|^ induce Jbim to read tl^e «ri^ 
ipnaL 

Th6 ailth<>r of iftiis ATusoif :a£ter mafgs» 
fymg his correspandent^s B^se, sayst '' io 
sftiama egti^^ ^^uel ja^afio, eke sendo ^vera* 
aoieiile Re de' Bm\, V ha ^c^naateote 
faille jRfe de i;!! huommi) 4^me vol sete : 
& tantd m$^jguir R^ qtaanto egU 4 m^ 
g^r i9as0^ & pia mqgoi^c:^ >& pi^u oimi* 
pdftehte de gli alta^i; iLaqual fcosa |iro^ 
ced^do ^per via di tragione .si puo ^per 
Hmtm 'modi ;|>ir0vafe : .ma primamente le 
peaveremo :pei: V autoritd de' Persia i <9uak 
dopo la'morte di Ciro^ .(ehe.^condo si 
^m^6 4i trovd VLTk bel [pewe >di nasc^) j(iu* 
K4 
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dicarono che nessuno huomb potesse esser 
ne bello, ne degiio di regnare, che non si 
trovasse cosi nasuto, come fu «gli* Nel 
libro de Re trovo una postilla del Mazza- 
gattone, con un tratto dd Zucca, che 
Nabuccodenasor hebbe quel Regno, tc 
quel nome, perche hebbe grain bocca, 
& gran naso. Sopra che si fonda V oppe- 
nibne d' un mio compagno, quale €, che 
CaIilo V, sia hoggi si gtande Imperat 
dore, perche si trova si gran bocca : &f 
die Francesco Re di Francia sia si gran 
Re, perche ha si grin naso: & che si 
non fosse, che '1 naso del Re contrasta 
con la bocca dell' Imperadore; & la 
bocca deir Imperadore col naso del Re, 
ciasc uno d' essi (merc6 di quella bocca, 
o di quel naso) sarebbe Signor di tutto il 
mondo: Dove per il pari, o poco diffe- 
rente contrapeso, di pari o poco difFe^ 
rentimente contendbno della somma deir 
Iraperio. Et dicemi che '1 Re non per 
attro fu prigione sotto Pavra, se nbti 
perche in quel tempo la Maesta del suo 
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BasQp 'si trovava impaniata di certlpiast! 
trelli,* per un certo male del sue paese,) 
^t che ia bocca dell' Imperadore era 
^3iQftt et,%n2a impedimeotQ. Nel pasr< 
sagio poi di sua Maesta Ce$. in Provenza> 
qhe U nasp ^el.Re era sano, et la bocca. 
dell' Imperadore per carestla di vetto- 
yaglia 81 trov^ mal pasciuta, ognun sa 
Qome la bi$ogna andasse. Maper tornare 
al naso, io voglio dire alia Maesta V. un 
gran s6greto, che tutti i p^danti lo eer- 
cano, et non T hanno ancor trovato; 
che Ovidio Nasone non fu per altro 
confinatOy se non , perch6 Augusto dub- 
.bito che quel suo gran naso non li togU- 
esse r Imperio ; et mandoUo in esiglio 
tra quelle nevi et quei ghiacci della 
MoscQvia, perche li si seccasse il na«> 
di fieddo, L' Aquila perche cre^ete vpi 
che sia Regina de gli uccegli, se non 
perche si truova quel naso cosi grifagno? 
fj E^lefante perche 6 egli piu ingenioso 
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de gll iilCr'i Anainoli) m n&n perche ha 
qttd gni^o cbsi lungtf? II Rinoc^ote 
^r q^ cflgioni 6 ^^td leffisuto da vitiosi 
se non percbe Y ifk tiiM dUr« ? iti somnM 
uti Hiasid) strftordinAriity '^^Ottk id/Apee seta 
straordlAaria fnag^k>ranf2a : &. tioti denza 
rag^oAe. Percio chb io bd' H<^i>»ta<^ obd 
1 nasd 6 la S^ deHi Mft^U & d€^' 
iMttote dell' huomo : 4^1 per tbt^v^mUi 
chl niaggior 1' ha, piu htHftOilito d^bbb 
essefe. tkmde si dlde, "tu mi^ai 4sl 
^asi&, id.est, tu tne tocdii nell' hohoFfe."* 
'* In a v»^rd, it is socb, thtft beittg 
tttily the kifAg df nbS«s, it ha^ justly i«ll- 
dered ydU the kihg df in^fi* sad ^eH 
much a greater king, is it ^ (he grtaf^ 
llie iiiost t^aghlfit;eht, dndMbst pdWerftS 
6f noses, which rfi'ay bti ^ro*ved ift t^ 
diffei^ftt "^i^&ys ; but paftleuterljr 1^ iditi 
duthority of *he P^rsitthsi "^fio after ftfe 
death tif Cyra^ (d {rfitfcfe, acfeohttH| 16 
auth6rt^ exeelleftfty provided with ai»dsej 

* Page 533j J; ^J quotf firimi 4lte s^rc« Etserir 
.•edition. 
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^t^med no man be^u^^f^I, nor worthy 
to reigfi, ohless he had a nose df Hktt 
»ie. Hi thelboofc of Kte^ is a note by 
Mafeagat*orte ,♦ with a jesl by Z?tf cca,'j* 
flirt NabttCCodetttisoi' h&d (as kiAgdorti 
and his *att*e from bis ^eat ttibtrth and 
his large nose* TJpfita ^Whfcfc a frtend 
6f i«i\he has founded aft dpfeion^ fhM 
Ghaifes V. is at ptesent isb greit ah 
eittperor, because ht hte so large a 
ttlouth ; attd thkt Frtncis king of Frartcfc 
IS i6 ^r^t k king, beciattje he has sd 
large a hose ; and th&t if it had riot 
hapjJened that the king's n6se countfef- 
acted the etoperor's tnotith, arid th* 
eniperor^s mouth the king's iiose, brie of 
them (by virtue of the irldllth ot thtt^nose), 
♦vwiW have biien rfiastei: of the whole 
ivorW : wheinee it fbllotj^s, that faaliiticirig 
ekcJh other, they cdntend for the sove-^ 
relgnfy With rtearly equal fortUrit. Arid 
he tells the, that the fclrig Ivas takeh 

* Seai-ecrow. 

t Gourd ; he had v a gourd for hif head/' I sup* 
pose. 
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prisoner at P&via, only because at tliat 
time the majesty of bis nose was de- 
graded, by some outward applications 
on account of the country-disease, while 
the emperor's mouth was healthy and 
unimpaired. In the emperor's inva- 
sion of Prx)yence, the king's nose 
being healed, and the emperor's nnouth 
being injured by want of provi- 
sions, every one knows how the aflfair 
terminated. But .to return to noses in 
general, I will tell your majesty a great 
secret, which all the pedants have tried 
without success to discover: that Ovid 
(Naso), was banished for no other reason, 
than that Augustus feared that his great 
nose might carry off the empire from 
him : and he sent Ovid into exile among 
the snows and ice of Russia, that his 
nose miglil be shrivelled with cold. 
Why, think you, is the eagle the queen 
of birds, but because of her prominent 
beak? Why is the elepant the wisest of 
animals, but because he has so long a 
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trunk ? Why is the rhinoc6"08 so much 
dreaded by the vitious,* but because his 
horn is so hard ? In fine, an extraordi- 
nary nose always carries with it • extra- 
ordinary greatness ; and not without rea^ 
son. For I have found that the nose k 
the seat of majesty and honour in man ; 
and consequently whoever has it largest 
ought to be most honoured/' The next 
passages relate to Italian proverbs taken 
from this, figure, which hardly admit 
translation, or to a view of the subject 
from which I totally abstain. 

An account follows of the expression 
of the passions depending on the nose, 
and of the different kinds of' noses : 
every thing tliat might have been ex- 
pected from Serne's Slawkenbcrgms^ the 
idea of wWch was perhaps inspired by 
this very treatise. " Beato voi, says the 
author in anothei: placc-f* che vi portate 

* In translating £^n author full of extravagant and 
far-fetched conceits, of the 16th century, the meaning 
soinetinies unaYoidabiy escapes us. 
t Page 540. 
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in %)aa U iper^vigr^, ^ ^ consolatiqvi^ 
dichiu^ueyiviir^, Qgnunp strab'i% elNC 
lo v^e : ogguno $ti^isce cbe lo soMe | 
4 tutti 4a n$0^; 4 tvAH d^^Aefia, Tutd i 
Po^t} m^ c^tftno: tiitti i pro^ori pe 3ei^4^ 
Yocio ; tutti cqIquq c|ie h^ijo favella i^e 

»gio nano : — -r r- Qiji doj^ 

ch^ vol sete j^tixU^, s' 6 f^tto piu fj^^s^ 
di qu«$|o vo^txQ QAWff €b^ delia git^ d/^l 
Papa a Nb%%t et ^l pa^glci che prepaica 
il gran TuriJo ; taniQ che m par diven- 
tato la tFQmba.d^l^ fam9» ehie da ogiiupa 
6 sonata, et da Qgnuno 6 septita/' I 
confiS33 that all tbe§^ ci/c«ms$*ac^ of 
the " wpnder wbiah he carries in hw 
face; of the astomsbment and intqrp:^ 
with which every one regards bim ; of 
the emplQfndent which his appeaimiifl^ 
furni^he^ to al) the wrUer^ a£id talkers; 
of the npise which is ocqaswnerf by his 
wpndprful nose after his departure, whipb^ 
overpowers the reports of the residence 
of the Pope at Nice, or the invasion 
meditated by the grand Twrk; apd of 
its resemblance to the trumpet of fame. 
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wfatdi k SQUflded ^ .felt by ev^jfy om; 
&esG, with many otfaer aU^iQns ^n4 in-* 
ctdents m tfa^ author^ remind m^ pf the 
stranger at the gates of Strasburgb, in 
Slawkenhergius-s tale^ Sterne ba$ $hi?ved^ 
on many occasioiis^ how weli bfi Qpu k} 
improve upon slight hints. 

In the third volume of' Bouchet, 
the subject of Doses i& brieAy vbl&^ 
tioned ; the passage fo}low&:-^Ceste char 
Jeur fait ausi&i, adjousta^il encores, que 
les Mores sent fort camus, e^ diriez qu'.oa 
leur a coupe !& i>ez $ur le hiliot : eeia 
procedant de k grande cbaleui^ qui ne 
permet pas que les^ o»$. et Jes oartUagies 
croissent beaucoup, eomme vcnaasd' uoft 
inatiere inutile et- yacaote : les petite 
enfens le confii*meiit bien, lesquete estans 
chauds; sont eamua, ayans m leur jeu- 
nesse le nez fort court. Et si faut noter 
que les Mores, ct tons ceux qui sont 
camus, sontcoleres: & qu'au contraire^ 
ies grands nez sont pkis patiens & pru- 
dents, ct qw' en h BiblQ quaud on dit 
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ijue qlietqu* un k grand nez, les inter* 
pretes tournent patient: ce qui demonstre 
qu' en la physionomie yk quelque divi* 
nation de complexion.* 

There is a writer who deserved a 
higher place in Mr, Shandy's libraiy, 
than any of those whom Sterne has 
ventured to mention; and he was the 
more entitled to notice^ because his fam? 
lias been unjustly and unaccountably 
eclipsed. I allude to Gaspar TagUacozzi^ 
or, according to the pedantic fashion of 
the times, Taliacotius^ a professor at 
Bologna, who outstripped his contempo- 
raries too far, to gain the honour and the 
confidence due to his discoveries. He 
had indeed the nusjfortune of being too 
learned for his time, in D' Aleipbert's 
•phrase ; trop instruit pour son 4ecle^ ■. The 
first part of hijB book De Curtorum Chi'' 
nirgia, however, was sufficiently accom- 
modated to the prevailing taste. It con^ 
tains several chapters on the dignity oi 

* BoH«hGt, torn, iii, p. 110, IJ. 
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the face and its different features ; the 
fifth and sixth chapters are bestowed upon 
the^nose, and contain philosophy enough 
to have>«atiated Mr. Shandy himself. 

There is a very cuiious speculation in 
the chapter on the Dignity of the Face, 
medically considered, which the learned 
reader will not be displeased to see, and 
which, I hope, he will keep to himself. 
" Agam saltern id, ut perspecto situ 
membrorum genitalium, quanta ratio ha- 
bita fuerit excellentise faciei atque nobi- 
litatis, quodque membra hsec justissimo 
architecti consilio, non exiguo interstitiq 
inter se dirempta sint, exactecognoscamus. 
Nam cum cerebri sit propago qusedam 
facies, ad quam sensuum omnium organa 
deflectant, quo in loco animse viHus 
divinas suas vires exerat, quid inconveni- 
entius fuisset, & protoplasta indignius, 
quam membra ilia pecuina et abjecta, 
cum partibus adeo nobilibus et divinis 
confundere ? Hoc enim dominum esset 
cum mancipio eodem loco ppnere, Nam- 

VOL. I. L 
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que miinia sensuum turbaret tal'ts consul- 
lutio, mentis aciem obtunderet, & rati- 
onis imperfum everteret. lanata enim 
homlmbus cupkiitas, lev'i etiam de causa 
instigata, ac indomita bestia multoties in 
rectorem suum insiliret, & habenis ex- 
CUSS4S, de sede sua cum dejiceret. Nan 
dicam quantum obfuturum sit decori & 
yenwstali. quantaque loci fueiit iniquitas, 
& laborisdispendium, si omnino meoibra 
iila eo locari debuissent Quare ea procul 
hi no abitepta, natura sapiens discrevit, 
& taciem aita in sede & conspicua col* 
locari, raeaijbi^a vero genitalia, instar vile 
pecus in stabula, locum viiem, & depres- 
sum d<^Tudi jussit."* 

In the fifth chapter, which treats af 
the dignity of noses, we meet with a 
laboured description of the deformity 
resulting from the mutilation of this 

* It is extremely curious, that the famous Madtle 
de Bourignon has actually supposed the noses of the 
tirst Pair, before their transgression, to have been con- 
stituted in the manner which Tahacotius has so elo« 
quently' described. See B^yle. 
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importitot jfemure. When the nose is cut 
off, we are told, •' that the guiphs and 

' recesses of the inward parts are disclosed; 
vast mciuties open, and caverns dark as the 
cave of Trephahius; to the dismay and 
terror of the beholdcfs.^ 

*' There is besides," says Taliacotius^ 
'* something augest and regal in the aose, 
either because it is the sign of corporeal 
beauty and mental perfection, or because 
it denotes some peculiar aptnes and wis- • 
dom in governing. So the Persians ad- 
mire an aquiliiie nose in their king : so 
in the Old Testament, those who had 

• too snjall, or too large, or a distorted 
nose, were excluded from the priesthood, 
and the sacrifices. Such is the dignity 
attributed to the nose, that those who are 
depri^v^ed of it are not admitted to the 
functions of gofvemment:" which he 

* Eteaiiu narium apice abscisso, pandantur sinus 
& parttutti internarum recessus, vasti patent hiatus^ & 
- caveraae, m^tar antri Trophonii obscurse ; horrendum 
x^erte & abominsidtitn aspicientibus spectaculum^ 

Lib. u chap* a, . 
L2 
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confirms by historkal examples, from tlic 
dismal narratives of Josephus. " The 
nose, therefore, is of such estimation," 
he concludes, '* that upon the beauty 
and configuration thereof depend the 
highest ecclesiastical dignities, tlie noblest 
governments, and the most extensive 
kingdoms.* Besides, the nose chiefly 
distinguishes one individual from ano- 
ther; v^^herefore iEneas could hardly re- 
cognize Deiphobus, v^^hen he encounter- 
ed him in the shades without his nose,*' 
which he had lost, like many of Talia- 
cotius's friends, by means of his Helen ; 
as Cassandra complains in Seneca; 



1— , ^incertos geris 

Bei'phobe vultus, conjugis munus norae. 

He then shews, that the threat of 
cutting oif the noses and ears of sinnei-s 



* Nasus ergo tantoB est estimationis, ut ex ejus 
decore^ ornatuque, summa Sacerdotia, amplissima im- 
perial et regna latissima pendere rideantur. 

Ibid. 
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is used in scripture, to denote the utmost 
degree of desolation and infamy, and he 
touches slightly on the doctrine of the 
Pythagoreans respecting the nose; that 
nature has expressed in the formation of 
this feature, the. Monade and the Di/ade, 
by connecting the two nostrils by a com- 
mon bridge ; an observation from which 
those pompous triflers draw fantastical 
ideas of <he power of certain numbers. 
We are next told, that the Egyptians 
used the nose as a hieroglyphic to signify 
a wise man ; after which follow the Latin 
phrases, which depend on this figure. 
The chapter is concluded by the physi- 
ognomonic doctrine of the nose, on 
which Mr. Lavater has left nothing 
unsaid. 

The obscurity under which Taliacotius's 
brilliant discoveries on the union of living 
parts have remained, is not more remark- 
able than its cause : it was occasioned by 
the jest of a Dutchman. The con- 
temptible story which Butler has versi- 
L 3^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



166 ILLUSTRATIONS 

fied^ in bis well known lines^ was forged 
by Van H&lmont, and obtained such 
currency through Europe^ that even the 
testimony of* Ambrose Pare in favour df 
Taliacotius was disregarded.* 

The real process emjJoyed by this 
great man, in supplying deficient or 
mutilated parts, consisted in taking the 
^additional ^substance from the patient's 
own arm. That his attempts were suc^ 
cessful, we have ample testimony in the 
writings of Par6 and other surgeons^ 
though his method seems not to have 
been adopted by any of them. I shall 
try to give the reader a general idea of 
this curious operation, with the view of 
rescuing the memory of a man of genius^ 
from the most galling of evils, the suc- 
cessful misrepresentations of stupid ma- 
lignity. 

* So completely unfounded is Van Helmont's story, 
that Taliacotius (lib. i. chap. x?iii.) has considered the 
question fonnally, whether the supplementary part 
ought to be taken from the patient himself, or fh>ii\ 
another person, and has decided for the former. 
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When the mutilation of the nose was 
to be repaired^ the artist fixed oii a suffix 
Cient portion of skin on the inside of the 
acm^ about half way between the shoul- 
der and the elbow. This was pinched 
up with a pair of blunt forceps^ and 
separated on three sides from the other 
integuments, and from the muscles be^ 
neathi so as to form an oblong slip^ re-^ 
mainiii^ connected at one end to the 
rest of the skin, which Taliacotius calls 
the root of the slip. The edges of the 
nasal stump were afterwards pared with 
a 8calpel» and the edge of the new slip 
was attached to them by sutures ; ♦ the 
arm being bound up to the face and 
head, by a curious apparatus, which 
my author has elaborately described* 
The parts were now suffered to unite. 
In the course of a fortnight the adhesion 

♦ This pate of the operation was delayed, till the 

. first inflftmoiatory symptoms in the arm» occasioned by 

the excision t>f the slip» had subsided. If the operation 

should ever be revi^d, this ci-uel and unnecessary in-r 

terruption would certainly be avoided. 

L 4 
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became so strong, that the engrafted part 

would bear the experiment of being 

.pulled and flipped. '* Licebit tunc ex- 

perirl rem, et traducem jam infixum 

non leviter concutere, qui cum validiori 

nexu cum naribus conjunctus sit, omnem 

motus tunc violentiam egregie sustinet.."* 

It was then time to separate the new part 

from its attachment to the arm, which 

was performed by dividing the root of 

the slip. Nothing then remained but to 

cut the point of the nose into proper 

form, for which Taliacotius has given 

a mathematical rule, and to keep the 

artificial nostrils open, by means of tents, 

till the cure was completed. 

If we attentively consider this method 
of retrieving a deplorable misfortune, 
which was a frequent consequence of 
the gallantries of that time, it must be 
allowed that the artist who invented, and 
who singly practised it, possessed im- 
common professional merit. But when 

* Taliacot. lib- ii. cap. xiiL 
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we reflect, that the display of facts, pre- 
cisely similar, respecting the power of 
union in living parts, has conferred high 
celebrity on one of the most eminent 
physiologists of our own times, our re- 
spect for the author of the sixteenth cen- 
tury advances to admiration.* I have 
too. high an opinion of the genius of the 
late Mr. Hunter, to suppose that he 
was indebted to Taliacotius for his obser- 
vations on this subject ; I believe they 
were really discoveries to him ; but there 
can be no doubt that he was anticipated 
by the Italian author. It is a disagree- 
able proof of the neglect of medical 
literature, that facts, so important to the 
theory and practice of the art, were so 
long obscured by silly and unpardonable 
prejudice. 

If the general reader can tolerate my 
zeal in • the cause of neglected merit, I 
would venture to observe, that Talia- 
cotius came surprisingly near the present 

^ Taliacotius published his book in 1597* 
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theory of the manner in which the unioa 
of living^ parts is effected. Had the true 
doctrine of the circulation of the blood 
been discovered in his time, he would 
have been deficient in nothing* ^ His 
only guide, embarrassed s^ he was with 
ancient errors, which he was forced to 
respect, was the vegetable process of 
engrafting. This analogy led him so 
far, that he supposed the veins of the 
pewly united parts to coalesce, by mur 
tual elongation. The arteries were then 
supposed to contain no blood. He says,* 
" Dicendum itaqueeslprofecto vd novam 
vasorum sobolem denuo regenerari, vel 
conservatis iis, quae cum brachio inhae* 
reret [tradux], aderant, cutis ductibus et 
eorum oris, cum iis, quae in curtis sunt, 
canaliculis comraissis rursus coalescere; 
vel si neque hoc fiat, vasa ilia in curtis 
existentia, hos no varum jmrtium ductus 
excitare, et agendi vim tribuere/' After 
considering, with great solidity of reasoiv 

* IM, i. cap* xxr. 
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ing, tiie supposition that new vessels were 
generated between the qxlherent parts (an 
idea which Mr. Hunter snpported, to 
prove the life of the blood), he concludes 
in the^ words ; ** Itaque taraen ea, qua& 
sunt in traduce vasa, quam in stipitc 
narium, conservata hactenns coire, et 
osculis adjunctts inrioem coalcscere, si 
quid ratio valet (nam hic oculi c^ecudunt) 
ppoculdubio affirmabimus/' * The phy- 
siological reader only can appreciate the 
profound sagacity of this conclusion^ in 
a writer who lived long before the dis-^ 
covery of the true course of the blood. 
If Taliacotius^ liad exchanged places^ with 
Harvey, he would probably have niade 
better use of that improvement, which 
Harvey contented himself with holdings 
out to admiratioGf* 

P fountain Arethuse, and thou honourM flood. 
Smooth* sliding MinciQs> crown'd with vocal re^tds. 
That strain I heard was of a higher mood; 
But »ow my o»i pro€««cl?.+ 

• Id. ib. 
t Lycidas. 
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Several inconveniences attended the 
artificial noses engrafted by our author, 
which he has specified, and which could 
only be known from actual experience. 
It was necessary to make the new parts 
considerably larger than the original 
nose,* because in the course of. a year 
or two, they became shrivelled with cold, 
and at the end of that time were even 
smaller than the ancient organs. The 
first severe frost after the operation was 
apt to discolour the nose, or even to 
turn it black, and sometimes to make it 
fall oflf : it was therefore to be preserved 
like a Russian's nose, in a cover. How- 
ever, it was thought a less evil, to wqar 
a nose rather too large and too long, for 
a few years, than to have no nose at alL-f* 
Another grievance was, that the new 
nose being taken from a part which is 
covered with longer down than the skin 

* Lib. i. cap. xxiv* In quo restituse nares ex cu- 
tapuB.a propagine> a naturalibus ante resectis differant* 
t Ibid. 
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of the face, was apt to become very 
hairy, and even to require shaving.* 
The new nostrils were also liable to be 
contracted in their diameter by length 
of time, and whfen they were neglected, 
to be shut up entirely. But in return, 
the new nose possessed a more acute 
sense, both of touch and aEnelling, than 
its predecessor.-f The reader must per- 
ceive what a resource was denied to 
Mr. Shandy, after the demolition of hk 
son's nose, by Sterne's want of acquaint- 
ance with our author. To endow Tris- 
tram with a much larger and more 
sagacious nose, so careful a parent would 
have been tempted to amputate the little 
that Dr. Slop had spared. 

Dr. Garmann has written a chapter on 
the sympathy of artificial noses,| in his 

* Non raro preeterea contingit| ut in novis naribus 
pili expullalent alque in earn longitadinem eluxurient, 
ut noyaculam aliquando adhiberi necess« est. Idem^ 
Ibid. 

t W^nJ, Ibid, 

X De Nasi insititii sympathia. 
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curious book De Mii^aculis Mortumrum ; 
lie has stated, in tbis, the famous an^feOBace 
0f Cyrus'ft nose very sitrongly, " Nasyaii 
adtincutn promuientemque ^slnnabaHt 
Tlevsa^» qood Cyrms TALI NASo armatus 
mgnom capcfeserit/' * He deoies Talia- 
eotius's claim to the inveDtion of tiiis 
operation, and mentions a ^eixiarkabie 
passage in the letters of atn earlier writer^ 
annmiQcing the discovoy of bis friend^ 
who had lost his nose, and informing 
him that he miay now be fitted with as 
large a nose as he chooses. '* De hoc 
ista Caktinus in Uteris ^ Orpianum mutt-- 
lum : Branca Sicuius^ tngenio vir egregio, 
didicit nares inserere, quas vel de brachio 
reficit, vel de servis mutuatus impingit. 
Haec ubi vidi decrevi ad te scribwe, nihil 
eacistimans carius esse posse. Quod s& 
veneris, scito, te domum cum grandi 
quamvis naso rediturum esse.-f- Whether 
tl^ practice was known in Bologna before 

♦ Page 82. o 

t Be MiracuHs MoitacMTQin, p. 84^. 
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Taliaeotius, we have no accurate means 
of determiniRg : we certainly have no 
earlier treatise on it than his, Licetus 
says, that he often saw Taliaeotius ope- 
rate, during his residence at Bologna as 
a student. If other surgeons had ven- 
tured qn the same: attempt, 

La citti de la Sakiccia fina* 

would have been as much celebrated for 
its fabrication of noses, as for its sausages; 
Fienus, a Lovain-Professor, and author 
of a well-known book on the Pmver of 
the Imagination^ has given a very satis- 
fectory account of the operation for the 
restitution of the nose, in his surgical 
tiacts. He says, that he had frequently 
seen Taliaeotius perforni it, and that he 
had examined many noses which the 
artist had engrafted ; among other dis- 
advantages, he found that the artificial 
nose was apt to be too pliable, and to 
hang down like a turkey's. Fienus 

* Tassoni. 
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thought it necessary that the new nose 
should be kept in a case, during at least 
two years. 

If the reader wishes to consult any- 
other authorities, concerning the reality 
of this operation, he will find a long list 
in that chapter of Dr. Garmann to which 
I have already referred. 

It is said that a similar practice is 
known in Asia (where the point of the 
nose is an object of so much importance), 
and that the new part is supplied from 
the patient's own forehead. 

But the chief merit of the discovery 
was undoubtedly due to Taliacotius, who 
requires, according to the ceremonies of 
his time, a compliment at parting. 

Brave mind, which durst, like Diomede, erfgage 
To check the Paphian Queen's most deadly Irage, 
The tritler\s wonder, and the witling's jest> 
Base tools of envy, long thy fame supprest ; 
Tho' pagan Jove displayed no art so high. 
In Pelop's shoulder, or the Samian's thigh ; 
Tho' even the boast of Alchemy less bold. 
To change imperfect ore to perfect gold : 
Thy nobler thoughts approachM creative skill. 
Life, sense, and motion waiting on thy will. 
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The Fren€7h writers, especially those 
of the slxteeiKth century, used the figures 
derived from the nose very liberally. 
Etre camns, signifies with them to appear 
surprised and abashed. VigneuUMarville 
mentions a curious anecdote on this sub- 
ject, which accords very closely with a 
passage in Sterne. 

*' Les n6s camus deplaisent, et sont de 
mauvaise augure. Le Conn6table Anne 
de Montmorency 6toit camus; et on 
1* appelloit k h cour, le camus de Mont- 
morency. Le Due de Guise, fils de 
celui qui fut txih k Blois, 6toit aussi 
camus; etj'aiconnu un gentilhomnle 
qui ayant une v6il6ration singuli6re pour 
ces deux maisons de Guise et de Mont- 
moi-ency, ne se pouvoit consoler de ce 
qu'il s'y etoit trouv^ deux camus, comme 
si ce defaut en diminuoit le lustre.*'* 

" He, (Mr. Shandy) would often de- , 
clare^ in speaking his thoughts upon the 

* Tom. i. p. 140. 

Vol. I. M 
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subject, .tjh^Jbe di4 net iowic^i^ how 
ibfi ;grQ9te9t family iq £(«@19q4 could 
stand it ou^t agaJL)Ci6t «i iMii^iotqrxuptod 
8WCC€Ssion ,<>£ giisf of swe»i dhcwt ixpp^/'^ 
This is ^ jcwiou? CQin^djeftOp ; I pr^itieiiid 
to call it w) ffior^p-r-Ri^jt it i»v*st h? 
^d^4p that M^ryjU/s's >f ifi^l^pj^f; «pp6»r 
to Have been much read, 9bQU(t the U^^m 
when Sterne wrote. 

I am inclined ito doubt whiej^her ^rm 
);i^d read this authpr, be^u^ I fij94 

mnpk philosophy oQm^fmns J"*^^®^ ^^ 

his second y9lu;E9e, ^iqh mij;hf hftv? 
been ^pcomiwidjitQd to. Triptr^a. fife 
x;4?§iervps, that evpry j^€, Jhpwever i^y 
\t (x^ay appe;^r, possesses such a d^gro? 
pf ^ymoiietry, th^ th# jilt^i;^!l;i9t| i^f aiiy 
feature would rejqiikr it jnore d^f^rm^t 
" f For ipstanpe, if i( \yefp ^tter»pt?d to 

* Tris. Shandy, vol. iii. chap, xxxiii. 
t Par exeniple, si 1' on pretendoit alonger le nez 
d^an c»m^9» je dis qu'on ne feroit rioainiii vaille ; fMLr*> 
ceque ce nez etant alonge, il ne feroit plus simetrie 
avec les autres parties du visage> qui etant d'uae car* 
taine grandeur, et aiant de certaines eleyationsi ou d? 
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len^hen th^ nose ixf a /fbfNMsed man, 
I sbouM expect -bo iolprov^etnent of iiis 
dpfiearafioe ; because this nose hGittg 
kngthidned^ >mmkl nb tonger <xMtespor(d 
widi the cfther jMJrtB of the face^ whioh 
being of a given size, and having th^r 
given eicvatioDB and tiepressions^ require 

certains enfoncemens^ demandent que le nez leur aoit 
proportionne. Aiesi selon des certaines reglefB tres 
'parfiiites en tWemkhoes, tni c^iKkus doft ^^ canvas ; et 
jdon cw regies c'eat uA Visage reguKer qui devlendroit 
.1^ monstre si on lui faisoit ie nez aquilin. Je djjs ^n 
plus, qu^l est qiielquefois aussi liecessaire qu'un homme 
h' ait point de n^ xfii" il eM; il^e^siir^ dahs Torifre 
Toscaa> par exemple^ que le chapiteaa de sa c6l6n 
n' ait point de volute* C* est un bel ornement que la 
Volute dans I* brdfe lonique 6u d^ns le Corinlhien, mais 
ce fitet^oit itti m^kisti^ et uh IH-e^lanii^ danb 1' brdre 
Tosean, Un petit n«E* des petits ycvLK^ une graiide 
bouche qui nous choquent d* ordinaire, appartiehnent 
d uh btdre de beante, qUi jf^ieilt bifen n^ ette pas de lidtre 
g^uM; maiil quenoijb tie devons psU cbndamAer^ parce 
qu' en effet c' est un ordre qui a ses regies, qu' il ne 
nous appartient pas de contredire. ♦**«**** 
Que les Francois m£pri$:istit 1^^ n62 tamus et les 
petits ye«ix, et que les Chidois les estitneht> ces sont 
des biaarreries et des extravagances de 1* esprit humain, 
&c. Vigneul-Marville Melanges V Histoire et de Litte- 
jrtture, tool, ii p. 164, 165. 
M 2 
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a nose proportioned to them. Thus, 
according to certain rules^ complete in 
themselves, a flat^^nosed man ought to 
be flat^nosed^ and, according to those 
rules, he has a regular face, which would 
become monstrous, if an aquiline nose 
were clapped upon it. I go farther, and 
I advance, that it is sometimes as neces- 
sary that a man should be without nose, 
as that in the Tuscan order, the capital 
of the column should have no volute. 
The volute is a beautiful ornament in 
the Ionic or Corinthian order, but in the 
Tuscan it would be a monster, and ah 
irregularity. A short nose, small eyes, 
and a wide mouth, which commonly 
disgust us, belong to an order of beauty, 
which we may not admire, but which 
we ought not to condemn, because in. 
effect it is an order which has its rules, 
that we have no business to contradict, 

*' Let the French despise flat noses and 
litde eyes, and the Chinese esteem them; 
these are the caprices and e?itravagancLes 
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of the imagination. But upon our priii'^ 
ciples, it appears/ that there may be as 
many different orders of beauty as of 
architecture/' 

This mode of reasoning would have 
been very usefiil to Uncle Toby. He 
might hare proved,^ that there ought to 
be flat. noses as? well as flat bastions. • 
• We meet with this peculiar phrase^ 
ology again, in a passage in the Kl^moirs 
of LM Porte. In mentioning a convert 
tiori^with Anne of Austria respecting the 
views which be suspected Mademoiselle 
de Montpensier to entertain of a man/ktge' 
witfc Loui& XIV- he says, " Je dis tout 
celak la Reine, qui se moequa de moi^ 
me disant ; <)e n* est pour son nez, quoi« 
qu'if iokbiengrawd."*' * : j. : 
•^ SternfeV t*drioiii dilemma^ by which a 
^ei-y^hrt^ge nose miist fail off from the 
man, or the man mtist fall off from bis^ 
nbse, ''^wfts anticipated by Tabarin; *in 

* M^mo^:s de la Port^ |). ?75. 
M 3 
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wbwe 4^logii^. nore is said on the 
sttbj^ qf/ noses thap I <]MI9i to repeat* 
^O qivViii ]« feroit beaifr liioir sur la 
Montagne de Montmartre, ai^c na ugjc 
d^, djixi lieu^s di9' lpOg>. car oa. y void de 
foF^ loiDg. . U 1|^ faudroit des fovrches 
ppuj- so^isteijir sq» n^' * 

The ISmnekihiffff lfvii|KH>Qpd long noses 
alfQfl$t as mupl^i 9s the Gr^eks^ Qraoger, 
in Um l^f£^ /c^i^ is s^id K> Ml^ ^ i^<>» 
wi)ich aJvKajra madre^ its. appeai^ncA a> 
^^rte^fi oi' aui bomi beftn^ its owner:, 
'fceti atibmlt^uie n<9a arrive pa4fH4 ua,, 
qtffuA d' facuKfi .dtranti son maij^n**' i^nd 
QKen EKAlenibei*, wb<^ unitod ujprprgppd/ 
^o«j and good, taste in his aitical; work^> 
tbaDiaiiy Qtlafiii Ereqcb Wfi*^f , bw pufch. 
lished some curious.;dfitP|ls.b)r iJ'PijVjet, 

wttick w« tjitf arijftiiwtiffli <^ the <^tipp5j^ 
and thoiautej«cj:afmyal.w>H* ... 
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he* o#ten= dined' with Cardttial d*Estr6e», 
who was fond of poete, attd who had' 
himself written well in his youth. One 
day, when his^ Eminence had a great 
deal of company, there was a person at 
tOfbie, who, having a very large nose, 
gave occasion to a man of humour,* 
one of the guests, to vent a number of 
witticisms, good or bad, on this' mon- 
strous nose, of which he pretended to be 
afraid. The' Abb6 Genest arrived, who 
merely looked in, and attempted to steai 
ofF, that he might not disturb the party : 
but the Cardinal recalled him, and de* 
sired him to take his seat. Then the 
bet humeri having considered this second 
apparition of a- great nose, afibcted a 
greater degree of terror, and exclaimed 
to the Cardinal; Eminentissimo, perun, 
si puo soffrire, nta per dm no;\ and 

* Un hel kumori, 

t Mmy ii please your eminietiee^ I could bear one» 
but it is impossible to eadure two. 

M 4^ 
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throwing do\VQ his napkin^ he disap- 
peared with all speed/'* 

We read, also^ of Despointi^^ 21 Pari- 
sian counsellor, whose nose was so im- 
moderately long, that it attracted the 
notice of pasisengers in the street, who 
would tunh and gaze at it, to the hazud 
of their lives. The shadow of this nose 
happened one day to fall on a very little 
counsellor, named Coqifcle]/, and eclipsed 
him so totally, that the judge could not 
perceive him when it was his turn to 
plead, Coqueley remonstrated, like Ra- 
gotin, but witli as little effect; Despointis 
would not yield his place. The little 
hero, exasperated beyond all patience, 
seized the point of his antagonist's nose^^ 
and turning it aside, according to the 
laws of the lever, s^id^ you may stay 
where you are^ but I am determined 
that your nose shall make room for 
me."f 

. * Uistoire dps Membfes d^ I'Academie Fran^oise* 
torn. iii. p. 454. 

t L' Heureux Chanoine, Paris, 170T, 
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I have La Mmomachie ov the Battle of 
Noses, a French poem, as long as Bras- 
cambille's Prologue, bub it contains no- 
thing worthy of attention^ 

In the beginning of the last century, 
a small treatise, entitled Le Nez, was 
published at Cologne. The dedication 
is dated, 1717. I much doubt whetlier 
Sterne ever saw this book. It is a • bur- 
lesque essay, merely intended to shew the 
author's reading and wit. He has nDt 
omitted the famous repartee of Guy Patin, 
which deserves a place here. ** Mr. Patin 
*' plaida un jour au Parlement de Parisy 
*^ pour la faculty de njedicirte, con^re 
'* Mr. Renaudot, Docteur de Montpel- 
" lier, qui pretendoit pratiquer a Paris 
" .comne s'il eut et6 aggreg6 au corps 
" des Medecins de cette Capitale. Mr. 
*^ Patin eut toute Favantage, mais il con- 
" sola sa partie en sortant de T Audience : 
" Monsieur, iui dit-il, vous avez gagn6 
" en perdant: comment, done repondit 
" Mr. Renaudot ? Cest, r6pliqua Mr. 
"Patin, que vous eti6z cam us quand 



Digitized by 



Google 



Iga ILLUSTRATIONS 

V vous etes eni$6 au Palais^ et q«e vous 
f' €0 sortez avec ua pied de Nez." 

There is little noviellTf in this jeu 
d' esprit, and the concluding: chapter is 
written in a very bad taste;* 

Great attention was paid to the ferrrv 
of the nose among the Ronsan Catholic 
clergy ; some of the disqualifications foir 
priest's orders wei^ litde noses^ becatise 
they implied ignorance;: great nos«^ 
because the owner was supposed to be 
pufied up with pride (as he well might,^ 
according to the doctrines of which 1 
have given a view) and wry^noses^ b€^- 
cause they implied a perverseness. of 
understahding.-f- 

The passage quoted above from. Vig^ 
neul-Marville coincides with < the ofdinion^ 
of iMr. Lavater, who has sb^i^^ himseliP 
ai2cealbudcliam^on for the ccmsequencc 

. * £Qtiddd>. Semtmens aur les ecarts^ des qud^M 
Auieurs, qui «e $ont ouhlUzjtuqua vouloir eire Us Pant- 
g7/ristes du visage sansycux et sans Nez, 

t Man of Sin, p. 75. 
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oC tl>e nosG, and for h<miogeneity of fisa- 

This very ingenious, but too £finciful 
writer, has formed an indication of genius 
which I believe is entirely his own, from 
tl)e degpree of the returning angle whick^ 
is formed by the junction of the no§e. 
with the^ Uppei; Up. I doubt the justness 
of sucb arb.itiBary juaarks. 

Mr. Layater has been puzzled, I ob-< 
s^ve, to explain the expression of anxiety 
in Locke's portrait. It was certainly 
indi^pendent of that great man's character. 
B^ wa$, subject to fits of asthmg, and 
confcraoted the appearance of distressful 
struggle from his sufferings in that dis- 
emG* A medical observer would pro- 
f^QunOe Ipcke to have been a^bmatic, 
fffm the fir^t view of his feustis and prints. 
L l^jplieyBi, indee^i, that almost every dis- 
ease is characterised by a peculiar ex- 
pression of the countenance, and that 
medical physiognomy might be culti- 
Td<ed with the highest benefit to man- 
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kind. Uh fortunately, to treat of this art 
with success, an author must not only 
be an exceilcnt physician, but a good 
paiiitei-. 

I shall close my view of foreign- writers 
on the philosophy of noses, with Riblan," 
who, as a Frenchman and an anatomist, 
felt a double interest in the discussion. 
"The nose," he informs us, ." is the 
index^ of genius and understanding/' He 
then repeats the story of the^ Persians, 
and adds from Plato, that it was the duty 
of the eunuchs, who attended the youths 
of the royal family, to form their noses 
elegantly, by keeping tubes in their 
nostrils. He adds, " In lege Mosaiea 
Levitic* tjap. xxi. qui naso pravo erant 
prseditij judicati fuere indigni saeerdotio;^ 
proinde VenUsino poet^' itl arte poetic;- 
vita displiceret, si deform^m' ohtihulsset* 
nasum: ' * • 

Non mag IS esse velim, quam pravo vlvere naso,'*' &c.*'- 

.' ■ • • . ■/ • ':'■:.•'. .!/. ' •-'.■ 

* AnthKdpograpbia, p. 213*' It is neecliess ^ ob- 
serve, liow much Riolan has mistaken the sense of 
Horace, in this passage. 
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I fiave observed, that oiir language is 
rather deficient in allu^ns to thisorgah, 
especially respecting its varieties, eitha: 
of length or curtailment. Dunton, in- 
deed, say^, that judge Jeffreys had a 
nose fit for the great service of destroy iitg 
schismatics, " for he told the grand jury 
at Taunton, that he could smell a Pres- 
byterian forty miles." * And Dr. John- 
son called sagacity the noseof the mind.-f- 
But a later attempt has been made, to 
detect diis figure in the very rudiments 
of our language, by the ingenious Dr. 
Beddoes. '* We have,*' says he, ^* a 
remarkable class of noun^substantives, as 
they are called by the grammarian ; 
though according to the metaphysician, 
they cannot stand by themselves, but are 
supported by substances. The words I 
mean are ggod-ness, great-ness, and their 
fellows. We have similar words ending 
in head* Onhed, in old English, is 

* Panegyric on Jeffreys. 

t Boisw^U's Life of Joho$on, yol. iii. p* 599. 
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uni^. (ene head)^ It will tiot, I |>re- 
$uiEi€, be demedy tkat head (^upat) is 
here used in .compostbcni, Now^ in the 
other case, I suspect, that it is part of 
the head which is used ; the nose, ness, 
nez, French. Both words have been 
indifferently employed to mark <be points 
of land that are or have been conspicu- 
ous. Will not this geographical analogy 
be admitted as a strong confirmation of 
my opinion ? If ness be any part of the 
body, what part else can we imagine it 
to be, whether we regard sound or situ- 
ation ? There exists an etytnologicd iss 
truly as a- moral sense ; and tlK)8e who 
have acquired the former, will feel by 
how very natural a transition two such 
eminent members of the body natural, 
as the head and nose, came to denote 
abstract qualities."* 

What a blaze of light (to use the 
favourite modern trope) do these obser- 
vations tlirow on Mr. Shandy's hypo- 

^ Monthly Magazine, for July, 1736. 
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thesis : and how triumphantly would he 
haw 4;^pen€d to Uncle Toby the mystery 
oiJittieness (Utile nose), and of meanness 
(rman nose), of raskness (rash nose), 
whence we talk of a man's thrusting his 
nose into matters which do not concern 
him; and of many other knotty and 
perplexing terms and phrases ! AU this 
mi^it he done with a tdbrahle portion 
of leisure and appltcation ; for I sij^pect 
that Abe etymological sense is very similar 
to the sense required for playing at whist, 
driving £btK in band, or adjii6tif>g with 
philosophical precision the angle of inci« 
dence of a tennis-balL 

It is easy to account for the mystery 
in which Steme has involved this subject, 
from the preceding extracts. He had 
obtained a glimpse of the physiognomic 
doctrines respecting the nose, but he was 
ignorant of the general systems which 
had prevailed concerning the art itself. 
He does not appear to have been ac- 
quainted even with the work of Baptist;^ 
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Porta* To have completed Mr. Shandy's 
character, he ought to have been a pro- 
fessed physiognomist. Slawkenbergius's 
treatise would then have taken form and 
substance^ and Sterne would have written 
one of the most interesting and amusing 
books that ever appeared^ 

Perhaps no man possessed so many 
requisites for producing a good work on 
physiognomy. His observation of cha- 
racters was sagacious minutely accurate, 
and unwearied.: His feeling was ever 
just, versatile as life itself, and was con- 
veyed: to the reader with full efifect, 
because without affectation. But his 
imagination was ill^regulated, and it had 
a constant tend^icy to form combinations 
on this particular subject, which his taste 
alone, to say nothing of other motives, 
should have led him to reject. 

I shall conclude this chapter, with a 
curious. question relating to the dignity 
of the nose. The common point of 
honour is sufficienriy known. Segaf, in 
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his Honour Militarie K Civil, p. 127, 
puts this case respecting duels; **Two 
gentlemen being in fights the one putteth 
out the eye of his enemie, and hee in 
requitall of that hurt cutteth oflF his nose : 
the question is, who is by those hurts 
most dishonoured ? It may seem at the 
first sight, that losse of an eye is greatest, 
being a member placed above, and that 
without the sight a man prooveth unfit 
for ajl worldly actions : yet for so much 
as the want of a nose is commonly 
accompted the greatest deformitie, and 
a punishment due for infamous offences, 
it may be reasonably inferred, that the 
losse of that feature, should bring with 
it most dishonour. Besides that, seeing 
man is made according to the image of 
God, we account that the face being 
made more deformed by the losse of the 
nose than of one eye, therefore the great- 
est honour of the combat is due unto hini 
who taketh the nose of the enemie.*' 

End of thb First Volume. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Uncle Toby^i hoMn/^funte — Amours — 
Stcfy of Sarlid. 

. mT Augustine has satd very justly, in 
his Confessions^ that the trifling of adults 
is called business: majorum nuga negotia 
vocmtur. The present times are peculi* 
arly ifidulgent in this respect. What 
the last age denominated fellies, or 
hobby-^horses^ M^e style collections : Uncle 
Toby's library would have required no 
apology, among the huntars^of old ballads, 
and church-wardens* bills of pur day. 
Vol. II. B. 
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I am sensible that a much better defence 
might be made for him : it would be 
easy to prove the utility of his studies, 
and to sheiii;;^ n^ 0iiky th«tr ^ fate of 
empires has sometin]^ depended on the 
construction of the retired flank of a 
bastion, but tliat without some portion of 
his knowledge, it is impossible to under- 
stand completely ?Pme..Qf tlie most in- 
teresting passages in modern history. 
But I am aware that this " sweet foun- 
tain of knowledge/^ as Sterhe nairtesr it, 
is relished by few : it is '^taoiiar'^ Xb the 
generality of readers. They will prob^)ly 
feel ttfcore initeiiest ia the eui^iss coin- 
cidence Iwiween thft *Qiy ^i WWow 
Wadmaiu, upd^^ne^. wbi^l^. aiade a gp^e^ 
nom in G^vmmf^ a Uttfe after the Mirik 
die of thi5 tort ceirt¥iry^ :TJ» cortgin ^f 
&e lady^'ii.disbrQ^ was liiar]^ .the' $anMw 
biU hdr coi^uiiTt was Yerpd^gfereiit ftom. 

tlltt;Of St«^lK>'s bffrQil^^ i^^ 4i4 tllQ: M|^? 

est l»<>»PWf ti>ti^r iwtityK. v'yfe|*m.i§^6f^r. 
tiv^ of th(? a3irtlefn»«.4*PpQip^^ ofj^^ 
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tiortyvsix years befoie tiie^iegeof Namur ^ 
by King William^ wiiere Sterne laid the 
sceiie of Uncle Toby's wowid. The 
distresses af this poiiv who tnay be almosit 
termed the Abelard and Heloise of Ger*> 
many (saving that they prosecuted their 
a&itUoQs with the sttictest virtue^ en (out 

^. I aig ia possession of a very curious accouat of 
the siege of Namur^ published under the immediate 
directivHi of King William iir. in 1605. It is a thin 
Mm of sixiytone pages, rfith very beautiful plans, 
ef^grayed by order of the king. If the^te Lord Orford 
had seen this work, he would perhaps have given William 
» plaee among the Royal authors. Much personal 
pique aa^ced into the contests between that hero, and 
Louis :^iv. I consider this book as a proof of it. 
When Louis took Namur, he published a splendid 
account of the siege, in f<^io. * The work which I aim 
4[{e8Ci^ibing, was William^s vetort, and it ccMicludes with 
/a triumphant, though dignified enumeration of the iu- . 
creased difficulties, under which the fortress was f eco« 
irered from the French arms. One of the plians repre- 
sents the moveoifipits of the Hoovering, aud observing 
armies, and bears for its device, the conceit of lions 
tearing cocks in pieces, which Sir John Yanbrugh was 
blamed for adopting, afterwards, at Blenheim. It i# 
^^colt to sayr v^iether the inventor or imitator of sUcH 
w RfehoBf hnd: the worse taste. Vanbrugh hzk ihe^^ 
^that he was capable of much bettor thintgak ^ 

B2 
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bkn et m tout hmneur) deserve to be 
more generally known. Their history 
has been confined to an obscure book,* 
and has never yet found its way into our 
language: I shall therefore venture to 
make a sketch of it 

My readers may perhaps recollect, that 
Charles x. of Sweden invaded Denmark, 
in 1659; that after passing the Sound, 
and taking the casde of Crone^burg, he 
laid siege to Copenhagen ; where he lost 
so much tirtle in preparing for a general 
assault, that the inhabitants, aided by 
the gallant exertions of the Dutch canno- 
neers, recovered sufficient spiiits to re- 
pulse him; and that the Swedes, after 
raising the siege, were attacked and 
defeated in tlie Isle of Fiihnen, where 
the remaining part of their army was 
obliged to surrender at discretion. 

In the battle of Fiihnen, which cost 

^ Valentim's Novdlce Medico-legal^^ under the 
title of C<mjt^iun Eunuckin An entertaiqin^ selection 
might be made from this book. 
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,lbe Swedes upwards of two thousand 
men, brides several general officers, 
Bartholomew de Sorlisi, a young'noble- 
inan in Charles's service, had the mis- 
fortune to receive a musket shot of the 
most cruel nature. He was speedily 
cured, and was enabled, by the fidelity 
of his surgeon, to conceal the conse- 
quences of his wound. Disgusted by 
this accident with the army, he retired 
to an estate which he had purchased iti 
Pomerania, where he endeavoured to 
bury his melancholy in the occupations 
of a country-life. But in the course of 
time, the desire of society returned, and 
having frequent occasions to consult an 
old nobleman in the neighbourhood, 
respecting the management of his estate, 
he insensibly contracted an intimacy 
with the family, which coi^isted of his 
friend's wife and daughter. Doroldiea 
Elizabeth Lichtwer, then a beautiful giri 
of ^xteen, inspired Sorlisi with ^ ardoat 
a passion, that he attempted every me- 
B 3 
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thod to engage her affections^ without 
.allowing himself to comider the inju^ttcfe 
of bis pretenuohs. His assiduities Wetl^ 
orowned Ivith success ; he found his ^Mh 
tachtnent repaid, and soon gained sifch 
an interest in bk mistres^s heart, thdt he 
demanded her in marriage. As he Had 
beoome a. favourite with the whole fah 
miiy, his jpropoeals were readily ad- 
:cepted; bnd if he oould hare suppressed 
iiis secrM' consciousn^s, happiness atid 
joy would have appeaned to court him. ' 
tJnforttinalely, his dUiant^ was dls- 
agKeable to some of tlife lady's relatioitsr, 
£os three dxceilent reasons : he^ was a 
stranger, a roman <jattholic, and his ik- 
jnily had been but recently enndWed t)^ 
jGhristina. These disqtialificdtions, hb^ 
cver^ might have been surmounted, 
especially as Soriisi, about this ' time, 
became known to the Elector of Sa'xoifiy, 
tWbo appointed him one of his chahi- 
b^laias; ibut an^ Unexpected piece cff 
treachery put h^<<^ ifito the hands of Jm 
enemies. 
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' ISdPiitei hsl}»p&ned to consult the pliy- 
eieian usUJkUy employed in the Liehtwer 
tstmly, ftnd> iti ^ 'eonfidence wfardi 
1i«a$:uraUy ari«ei b«tw^n medical men 
tinfl theit patients' had dbclosed to hiiti 
ting se^r^t which pi«yed upon his mind. 
Th^ «<iici6ui doctor ftM-gdting not only 
liifet iri^igtirtd oath,; hut ^ oUigattOtis 
«f liondW<jMd-|^t^ude, betrayed his 
^^Mlient'i e^fid^c^ tb the discontented 
parfof 1^ hsiAilyi and furnished them 
-MiiiHt 4 lale eap&ble of OVefv^helming the 
t>bjeet^ fteir hatted; especially as about 
lrtii^ttme> d^h depiiirted the lovers of a 
fi)WttM ifriehd in Mr. Lichtwer. Many 
ttt&n would have shtunk from the ob- 
Ittquy which was now let loose against 
Sttttfei,! but he fiiced thestorfti gallantly; 
lind by exftowftg hb life in some duels 
tft iffie-di^t, obtained an exemption from 
any fft^tker 'private itwitiltg. 
--'Bm th& ^eatest trial trf his firmne& 
i*iEls^ei'b^fihd J it was impossible Idflger 
\o d^neieaKhe cduse of dl his vejiatioris 
B 4. 
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from his intended bridei and it beeame 
necessary for him to explain his real 
situation. What a painful confession ibr 
Sorlisi^ desperately enamouced^ and yet 
touched with the nicest feelings of ho- 
nour! What reproaches might he not 
expect from his mistress^ wi^en ^he dis- 
covered her affections to be %ed on. a 
shadow ; the fervent expQ<^ioiia of love 
and youth deceived ; with the prospect 
of infamy and scorn clinging to her 
future connection, Coiild an in^perir 
enced giri conqqer such sdanftii^ 9bp 
stacles to his pursuit? SQrlisi determined 
to try. How he managed this delicate 
communication ; with what .preparatives 
and softenings he introduced his melanr 
choly narrative; and with whatenaotion 
he appealed to the generosity of the fiuf 
on^, and the compassion of the matron, 
we are left to imagine* Madame de 
Licbtwer seemed inclined to give up the 
match; but the amiable Dorothea de- 
clared that no misfortune «ould afiect 
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her attaehtDent, and that she was' deter- 
mined to pas$ her life witli Sorlbi, under 
every di^vantage^ So exalted a strain 
of tenderness could not fall to produce 
aoquiescence and respect in the heart of 
a another, and the lovers were soon after 
betrothed, in presence of Madame dje 
Licb^wer a»d a. select party of friends. 

To compiete their* marriage became a 
matter of dilHci^ly, for several theologists 
bdd taken th@ alarm, and murmiii^ed so 
loudly against tl^ proposed scandal, that 
in consequence of the machinations df 
their enemies, ;it was evident that every 
clergyman would be deterred from so- 
lemnizing the nuptials* , , ^ 
. In this urgency, it was again n^ces^ 
sary for Sorlisi to ulidei;go thejmortifica^ 
tion of repeating his unhaj^y cf^Q^ He 
drew it i^p in A^gmt, 1666, for the 
opinion of the Ecclesiastical Consistory 
at Lelpsic^ usbg the feigned names of 
Titius and Lucretia, and giving the best 
turn to the ratter, that it vvould bear. 
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TheiCemismy, &«^llitig.)fielf of a very 
-obnnderate distit^tbn,*> gave a htML^ 
iable attBwet v though th^sy Mkii4»wledgQd> 
Ihattbe kiaipossibiihy ofkavii% oi(£»pliilg 
vas the only one out of eightMH t^Mom^ 
iidiich Liither Emitted ta a su^Sident 
'plea lot divorce. « ', f 

Ali th^ v/M lixm v^jlimg^ 'Mlas * 
inaiiidatefitmi tite i:^to^^ «or4ittlboi'ize 
the oom^letion' of the tttaimg^; dut w 
1)6 th^ght pmpet to consist ^ev^l 
4lieol6giM on the sublet. Mtbitlg wfitt 
dedded ftU tbe ^ucc^edrng y^n whdti 
the ttidtldate was grttnfi^i Wbitih itti^ 
-^sed, at the^ siime tki^, & di^^ionafy 
fine upon Sorlisi, by ^jiy'of qiiiaSng the 
ittid^ (mf»CieiUSts ^fi\!MiierWho Of>^dsed 
the Aiatoh, tbi< *b«? hortouf '(^ the Lu- 
tfcferail^cttutfcil^-^- ' 'i ^ 

- Theni«ft%eeefeinbny wasthfcrefore, 

'' *^ Ut'tffceabn^ in hacfiersofia vlrili iMli ^ilidtm 

lalem inq;ioi;c^iam et iphabilitatem observfuri quss gebe- 

. ^ationis a^tuhl» at .^holastici loquuntur, sed generationis 

^ecHitprMiinni inbpeiiit; Conjo^l fiuiltrthij p. 100* ' 
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'•' HeiiS' tfe€J''«iaaioe of their cfnemie* 
ttiight hate been expecfed td rest:»'bwl 
tliey ^efurtited to the attack ^h ffe^b 
fiiiiyj t^olute -tO dissoli^ the ««kitti* or 
t*^mlHttel- the, lives of thW pefd^foiflfte^ 
ftivh Tlieh' chaste attech^ii^fil ^v(^:^i*'ld 
b0 '*tifeie«Jted:ftb the^ cioArge ^sfeiittteiw^ 
mAT ahoitiii^grble- 00iT9truc^bns* 0i^ 4^ 
iheologistB^ 'AMoikled bf pdttffi^(sii; and 
totally iiiciapfibtedf>^ti&fe nenti^ 

tt«€itts of a 't*fepec»ble wdm^ft ; their 
namm were tdf be cxmpled Hviih' feeora 
and reproach; and ev0#y effort of' Teu- 
temoe^cHjatnoi w$B to be i»jf}p}oy«d>^ to 
persoadte 44icta,that 4hey ought ko flndJ 
]ibsatlsif<actlbtiii|i Iviffig togeAter. 
* Hhe SuprqiiieEccledfeisticalCorisistorjr^ 
which had lutbexta taken noi cogitbance 
of the oMiv, J »ftdw5 kifcrpose^; and de^ 
mandcidthaitbdpautie&^^Kiflcddlbe ^pa^ 
mted^ ; to . dd: awajr bthe gwat . soatidai 
which their unioci gave td the gbdly. 



Digitized by 



Google 



2^ ILLUSTRATIONS 

To take off the force of this formuiablc 
interference, Sorlisi had recourse to that 
method, by which the papal bulls have 
been so. often tamed« He offered to 
enlarge his ifine to the extent of building 
a church, and providing a stipend for a 
pKiOfher. The Consistory could not in* 
i^tantly retraett but this proposal certainly 
procured titne for digesting conciliatory 
measures. In the mean time, as Ma* 
dame de Sorlisi protested that she would 
rather die than forsake her husband, her 
ghostly directors thouglit it very edifying 
to punish h^r contumacy, by refusing 
her the sacrament. . 

In a matter of so much consequence 
to the Protestant religioti, as the union 
of two persons, who , preferred each 
other's happiness to the scruples of their 
reverences, it was necessary* to consult 
grave examples. That of our Henry viiL » 
seems to have occurred to all parties, it 
was therefore agreed to collect the . opi- 
ntoqs of the different theological faculties 
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OF STERNE. 9i 

in Germany, of the LutheiHn persuasion. 
My fair readers mu^ excuse me from 
detailing the whole distinctions of those 
learned bodies; for it seems, that to 
countefact the practice of vice, they bad 
thought it necessary to be completely 
masters of evfery vice iri ispeculation. 

The faculty of Hasse^Giessen professed 
great Goncem for the young lady, and 
apprehended that her husband could not 
fail to torment her inexpressibly ; quoting 
the famous passa^ from St. Basil, '* instar 
bovis cui cornua sunt abscissa, imagincnt 
impetus facere, incredibilem vesaniam' 
spirando/' After much other reasoning 
on her unhappy situation, tliey con- 
cluded, that as the matrunonial cere- 
mony had been profaned by this union, 
it v^as necessary to dissolve it immedi- 
ately. 

I apprehend, that the communication 
of the case must have operated in some 
very sudden and extraordinary manner 
on the faculty of Strasburg, so mucb 
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98 ILLUSTRATIONS 

agitation. ai|d won^^c do* tbey ^^^ff^mx>a. 
wming. at the kwvkdgQ . of stff hv *a 
sga»dal^ which jhey 9%y, *V«iB»al h0. 
toler^ttti, ^ approved, .or defeftded.". 
>Vlail« tbpy wished to w/e^p'tejrpa^Woorf^ 
ctveji; die; ipflificretipix of ^h«^ -ivha ha4.* 

Klectoial Higjime^) tbi^.couM optaypid 
tjefttfyiflg the gcealcat horrw: »gMnst thts< 
liH)y!s demise to livQ ivUbiber Jhi«ilaiid :. 

So extrecM wm the jigoay and perr 
ttirbaiioft of tb^ Stinsbucg dMtors^ that 
I oauki not help W9pectii\g their esormiK 
tahoaliad been hold in iU^ most dtn^ 
gerous part of a hot autamo ; but, on 
Fe&rruig to the. ^Uc, I find it took pbu^e 
i^N^wember, 1667, . 

Finally, they eHcIsrimed that: if A* 
young couple persisted in their refusal 
to'sepsurate, they ought. t6 be hainii^Iied 
from a. land of piety^and that awene 
puad(^ments should be tnflicled g» Ma-^ 
dtaine de Llchtwer, ai&d tho^e. reiationa 
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yfho bad eiKouragedi ^ damiifd^fe'; s 
etmiieation.!'. ^'m. /-.. . -. - 

Tte niatteii^oijted more genUyj;,witH 
the faculty oi Jena^ ThB.y .made unnm 
^<2)iviraDce6 fordue s^refigth of attapfanieat 
MThich tbe p&rtm d&pkyedf and appeared 
t^ expisrience some. £^iiit toucbes of • hu- 
manity. They thought, however/ that 
as the only excpusable) otiotivie ^ which 
couM induce Sorlm to xharrry at aU must 
be. the desire of doi^ety^i he) would /have 
acted ssKUie pi?operLy, if he had (taken 
ut^to himself some quiet old w^niin^to 
managers family. Andifeixiivbrs other 
rs^a«)ns, wMch they reckoneid very 8i>l»4 
it was their opinion that a ^ reparations 
showldi take place. ' *'■ 

The faculty of Kasnigsbefg^ proceed^ 
ingon theprmcipte, wkntinmifit injuria^ 
im\x^ ikzt great regard should be had; 
ta die cotftentment expiressed by the ladyv^ 
aitltiough they were not quite satisfted 
with the affair. They put a very subtib 
case, in which they imagined that even 
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tfae P<^ must permit an union of this 
kind : ** so. si maritus qutdam a bartiaris 
tiistnitur et abhinc muUeri suas cohabifare 
etcarnaliter, ut ante, senaiscere voluerit.'* 
And upon the jA'liole tbey couchided, 
tlaai the marriage should be deemed valid^ 
and the parties readmitted to all religious 
privileges. 

I am mo6t pleased with the decision 
of the faculty of Grij^sv^ald: tbey opined, 
tliat bs the lady, liad got into the scrape 
with her eyes open, they might suffer 
h^r to take the consequences without 
danger to their own .souls; and that as 
she i>ad been encouraged, by her mother 
and several friends in her attachment to 
Sorlisi, it did not quite amount to a 
mortal transgression. 

While these huge bodies of divinity 
thundered forth their decree a sboal of 
small writers, skirmished on both sides* 
The noise of the contest occupied the 
attention of all Dresden. 
. One Dr^ Bula^us, on the part of the 
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l^li^i^'h^^edcifiujfoiriiir ifalt there was 

l^^ilg ^iiirmy $c9iMial0»d.aod alammig 

.g| ;:][}94 bqea K0pfe9«i*l(M> ii^ Iheir :mdi> 

Ibati mtfpt'iog^^fthtt .fcrtaibi prospect. of 
i8l:€rilil|gii;ifeRy ^*d ;i»1 ipqculiar caAkse of 
^i^tiji^t^i. audi j thsA . otbef matches, 
yoq^^ g))j€!dyk>^al^ wia that respect, 
^lltCp^^iteli ^oftclt^d 'between, persons 
*fl£irie]^;liiii}imi ages.L He alaoi £^ 
-obseraed^ikbat no small scandal had beep 
fg(tl^v (fe^^^dtfae sbgular ;dtscussi6a8 ip 
^xehui^i^mnSK^ had ibdiiiged ; 

ifHs^^aiMt^vHlrasbhe'Comt^^ asi sdares 
for their consciemite^ jahd noi highly 
(flfUfyiHgitD the public, * : i ^ 
,i^>^Al»;^xaim!»fttiwi 0f ihb paper iihme- 

'llir,owhi3.4«toarilwd ftowtdyicii^^ that 
4|^«^«9cw]; «f ibe^ parties coiild not ren- 
idsiraa,fi5ompaCt; legal, which was illegal 
4» )t?.ii»atu^> he I proceeded- to shew 
j^9g^c^y,: that' the.: Ijady had been 
^bUA4^il^^S!^^^^ng certain circumstaoces, 
VOL. 11. Q 



Digitized by 



Google 



96 ILbUmaiMNS 

by the mitkisindifottutte'^f 4(|riW^'»id 
UlBt ;th«s:>itiateib' :Wtu cdftsUfbfy tmi^t 
•about by the Devil l»ittti^f.-^T6 sMgii- 

stofyquotfdrb^D*. WkrtJ!fli'in>W» B«&^ 
on Fope, redpQctiag ibe coiiptiltitsi 4)f 
a matron : d^iftst tbe bartxirUwfes ' «f ^ ift 
certftui It^an. : duke; -ad^iig, % i^^ 
of infeittBce, i* hwc >'sawi>^ u^ti-^^s 
credendutn, (|Mm. qpstfst Mnria^'^^^t- 
rpertae et :tieacsend qmd idittkuj 'Jfiiar'<itt- 
ipinifi." Heiadik, that itTfi^ouy Wtmah 
■and micivil to pnefer>the>£anicies:oraKarAr 
girl, to tiie.iinfHBdmoiis> iseritWAenfis i^ Oti 
•host of beardiMl.x:"n4Iia8i». ''-)'J !••-•• 

Another examiner! c^mb' ^j^, .Who 
nughi; be suspect^) irom^hte 'ftitti$ner,i 
to have!bebaged:4oxthe<fiJt<^(}%%#>SNi»- 
burg. . Hexhscl&»ed,!>i}iM2'Madeiiiiet:% 
SorJisi lived vin sktapecca^Mifoso^'-MiGihi- 
:d^so et- dsUnnabili ; " dnd-^srve'^d^iAiMt 
odious turn 'to the.'pu^e <a$taidhttietit siie 
Iiad BBanifi?i*ed.-^'W4ir- it :bfe >'belteved, 
that this furtoue 'theol&gist Wiibied-'thiit 
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OF STBHNX.. 27 

ibe iovets, instead of being mailriedj 
bad been cudgeUed out of tbdr mutuil 
.«flfecti(»i? He supported this extraTa- 
ipnce by the example of Luther, who 
seefns to bavie been fond of using the 
l^rgumentum baculimm with bis fineads. 
It is well known that he once compelled 
a diapvitant to come into his opinion, 
by the dextrous application of a good 
iOidgd { and the examiner says, he tQ<4c 
the same Bietfiiod With his maid-iervaqt, 
iWho had been silly enough io fall in 
love, and whom he thmslifd into a 
severer way of thinking. 

It would bave been ea$y to have 
replied, that Luther shewed a Utile more 
complaisance for die fcendet passion, 
. when he sanctioned the btgan^y ef :idie 
£lector, his patron ; but the r^c^t woald 
have been ill received at Ibe court of 
Dresden. This terrible doctor, however, 
titerally called out for clubs; ^* ad bacu* 
]ym, ad baculum quo pruritum extUi- 
guitef" 

C2 
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29 ILLUSTBATIONS 

A' dsiilder adversary, moyed by the 
.kigeness of the fine : which Sorlbi h^ 
engaged to pay, doubted whether the 
parties, updn acknowledging the enor- 
mity of their offence, might : not be 
suffered to live together as brother and 
sister, a concessum which the unforta- 
.nate pair seem to have been at length 
willing to make. But upon setting a^de 
the consideration of the money« and 
^regarding the scandal and danger likely 
• to accrue to the prqtestant church, from 
**such an indulgence, he ^reluctantly de- 
cided in the negpitive, - 

After wearying the reader witli this 

tedious detail, lie wiU be glad, for more 

. reasons than one, to learn, tliat in May, 

ices, the Consistory of Leipsic declared 

-thaf the marriage ouglrt to be tolerated, 

and the parties* to be freed from any 

•^farther vexatiok or prosecution . on that 

account. At the same timfi, the Elector, 

to prevent the growth of scandal, ordered 

that this case shoyld not be considered 
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OF STERNE. 29 

as a precedent, and that no future in- 
dulgence of the same kind should be 
permitted. 



C S 
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30 ILLUSTBa.TIOlinB 



CHAPTER yiir. 

Mr. Sfiandy's hypothesis of Christian 
names — Miscellaneous illustrations — Con^ 
elusion. 

1 Think it is D*Aubign6 who mentions 
a fact, wrought up by Sterne into a 
chapter, that the States of Switzerland 
proposed the name of Abednego to be 
given to one of the children of Henry !!• 
of France, Sterne transferred the story, 
with his usual carelessness, to Francis l. 
Burton certainly should have added to 
the happiness of beiog well-born, that 
of being well-named ; and this super- 
stition has been so common among the 
learned, that I ^ wonder how it escaped 
him. 
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<2^^^^ Oii^aasiqm'ltie prfNMM»tf* :. j<^. net 
s^giim^vii, pThMMms^ piiiat; <^ ». 
««*fiu JNb, QMi^^ftiioiei Bpusfet*"/ Mr.; 

vulgar prejudices are jitibi/AeQi .: \. afQ> 
siirpiKq^rthPatviSlnne d^i|smU?lwre with- 
IjkU- «;«M4y Yitki«l»!>&»i(»igoe iiasc t(d4 
tOe<^pportrQC , IliU S9ttc% He meot8ni» 
^;jtauti|^'4wit;/ i«)faeOf i«a6:ieclaiai^ fixim 

cov«nbgl>tb6t ^, .taame 'dC a<>p»>«itul< 
vdM«M bfr ^mta tfi vial^v was Mary;. His 
feforntelk}i» watt ,sci:eisdBipfcffiy,, that « 
clmp^:Ymsfb\j(^. fttk tl)c »|»t whei^ bis 

iKas,^tarMtlvd$>«Hf^<He(^ the:cfaiunb.o^'t>ur 
\§4^ ,«f ^»mti«5rs. '* i5ettei\w«»0«ioqin 
says he, " voyelle et auriculaire, devp- 
lieuse, fe^roil -a i*^W«<r" JtWM indeed 
a palpable hit. 

C 4 
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'V^gen«t^2(ft/ my ncfighbaU^^^^ ph^ 
ceeds tlii-vienferabte G^dotf, ^" pf«fef¥iftg 
the te^ilff^ftof old times' to^^ur^; did tfOT 
fbrgetlfa bda$t*t>f the ;pr0tid^^atttl^*rf%i' 

such a^ Ddti 6riimedin> DcAstliiddtiigttil^^^ 
EXid AgcisilafA; bc4^6ayaHit^Mi t^ 
th€iii^}m)nx>uiiced| hi^ felttl^^t ttiey must 
be^k^dfi^rent kind 0f^ |^6<jpte'fmm Peter, 
©iles} andijSacdte. -?, -r v] »v: . . 

- A^othpevipabage (^ntai^s; lUiiispw 
stroke of saobi^ against the l^agileiiotop; 
whef e he cbrnpliment s them on .their 
rabduingrthe:i)hl ^atnesbf O^mkssf hJ^As, 
2tti&¥rznQk,hjigd peopHiigthe'W^ldwhb; 
M^husalems^ Ezek isls, and Maladtb^ -^ 

" i It 16/ curioiss' eilaugh; that St%> FbiM; 
a late writerg^^hould ad<^pt,* aiid ^trbat 
ht^^ly of tbil» hy(>othesif3, withouti/ttr^ 
iemng either to Mot)«ugiie 6r io^ibemeJ^ 

- Pisquiar itvrotei a whole chapter, in 
hk' Reeker^hes sur' la France, on tlie 

\ . . \.. . 
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Simiim^^vksnt ion particular Imnies',' 
aH0ttted'*tot<he Frciieh iAomk^s; biitf 
Moi^o^ ^^o treats gravely of the fefet* 
fityi&f Christian 'Names,' goes'muCh Sslt^ 
tfeer, and asserts, that - the etil^ influence 
M iht on^gfmid* name ntay -be corrected 
fey^ tisisuniiiig another;' " Notamnt: nori-' 
iiiilli* infa^storutrl'iiominvrm impositionei 
fortufiamjrotia^iinm labefactari,^drww tm- 
ntnmi&Mqiu>queirHtnkkm:^ This wovkl" 
haVe»'4>een a good quotatK^n- for Mr.* 
Siidtid^s at the VmWma. ^ • 

• ^ On mi^ occa^on,^ Stci^ne has^ pi«d8^ a 
iMnle into thb service to. vifhich helladi 
Aodgbt. ^f BQt*who» the dace has got 
laid 4dwn here beside her? *quoth my 
i^ith^,^ pointing With his cane to a large 
tomb-^-as he walked on-— It is St< C^ptat, 
tir,.' answered the sacristan^^And pro- 
perty is &.: (^tat pldeed! said my 
£aither: and what is St. Optat's story I 
oantiimed he» St. Optat, replied the 

« Morbof; Polyhisfor; topi. i. p. WK % 0. 
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Kiqrifjl^^/. .waif 9i. b^K>p»: 'l;;thou^t i¥^ 
^y |icgi«p ( «rie4 my fad)^, .inferFUjp^ 
u)g bimn-^. Op^i, ! bow«h(#M at pp(»fc 
foil ?" f UiOuckUy, J?r aU th^ goo4 
»Ulery»,, the saii)!'^ i^ame w^. Optaitu^ 
whk;h U qMite 4,.difieffi)t-a:^^ W^^ 
the world should b^ d^pose4;.t^:;admii|l; 
Uie lincerUy <»£ the,,^u)^' ^^UfCi^p<i|^V M 
Ster«« had Ipok^d. ipjo . Pasqsigr*. hfl 
9Hi|(|tith4y^ foiled. AMMff pfoaaiw^Qwm^ 
sjkich af) St.. Oppgirtmi*,. St, ?/et^e9^t, iwi!«| 
several others ; . Majd^iavel toot foSmM 
itff. ibfU, the fiiiat pope who aitiaed his 
Mflfee Wil$ Qapurous} he ebon^ed it tm 
SeigUitu fimm hiadofifikeoE the ioifineoA 
but iBdeed aJU tbeae cunosltic» «De» as 
DiogeoQ$said oo another iuJijec^, ,im»9Hi 
4*AiM»t<» Mv^'c^ great .xnansdi Jht (<«A&r 

In the present slate of luMKurfedge*. tl 
would be u^p^oi^abic: t]aLX>n)gif a rem^rii^ 
ffxth which an author like Sterne :WQid(t 
inake himielf very merry. It reiates to 

.ii friitani Slund(]r» taL viil. dn^ 2St. 
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the pd$sagfe> ia wbtch Mr; Sbjwdy tf«rtfef 
tfafe name of TlRign%A»f wttb web mdig^ 
nity, and demands of his supposed: 9dM6(}*> 
sary, " Whether he had ever remem- 
bered, — r whether he had ever read^ — or 
whether he bad.«ver he^^d tell of a man, 
called Tristram, performing any thing 
grett or wocdr recdrdiii^ ?— Norrr-lie 
Mac>iddsa.y^t^TitlSl!ttAlt Ir^The thing k 
inpossible 1 '' A iiuAuit of th^ ^hiof^) 
able black-letter erudition woidd :))we> 
tmiuiphed, in; proclaiming the. cedmibled 
Sb Trbtra»„ KatgM o£ the Rou^rlaiMl^> 
and one of the most fMnous. Koi^tSf! 
ensMA npoR record. . Stomp mtghit have 
lieplied: 

Von scribit, cajus Caimina nemo legit;* 

and indeed hb pleasant hero ha^ no 
rcseoiblanqe to the preur cheoaiier. 

I have a few observations to add, 
which are quite unconnected with each 
other. Sterne truly resembled Shake* . 

* II«riia2> lib. ii. 
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36 ILLO^rmATiONS 

8{)bar^'$ .teron^ in fhe extent of his depre* 
datibns from other Writers, for the supply 
<^ Tristram :. • 

His eye begot occasion for bis wit : 
For cy'ry object that the one did catch. 
The other tumM to a mirth-tneving jest. 

iBurton furnished the grand magaaane,. 
hut immy other: bofoksy which fell inct- 
dei^ly into hfis hands, were laid under 
coHtrilKiticM]; 

' I am sorry to deprive Sterne of the 
following pi^tty figure, but jjustioe must 
be done io every one. 

/' In short, my father-^-r^adva a ccd 
so very slowly with his work, and I 
began to live and get forward at such a 
rate, that if an event had not happened 
— &c. I verily believe I had put by my 
father, and left him drawing a sun-dial, 
for no better purpose than to be buried 
underground/'* 

* Tris. Shandy, voL.t. chap. 16. 
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. Doane concludes hi» ipoefnei^led 
Tht Will, with this very thought ; . 

And all your graces no more usd shall h^e 
Than a 9ii9*dial in a gravel ... * >. 

I must also notice a temafkabte pla- 
giarism, ih the character of Yorick, 
vol. i. chaptjer xii, " Wheh, to gratify 
** a private appetite, ii is once resolved 
" upon, that an innocent and an lielp- 
^ less creature shall be sacrifictedj"'tis: ah 
^'easy matter to pick up sticks eribw 
*' from any thicket where It has strayed, 
*^ to make a fire to offer" it up Vitfi/* 
This is taken, alrrtost verbatim,' froth 
the Baconiana- ^ ^^ 

I have said ^at Sterne took the hiiit 
of his marbled pages eitHer from Swift, 
or the author of Gabriel Jtihn, '^uiifuis 
fuitilU. There is no great ifrterit in bis 
mourning pages fot Yorwk,^ which are 
little superior, in; point of invention, to 
the black borders of a hawker's elegy, 
yet even here an original gd^ius has 
anticipated him. 
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99 ILLUSTKATIONS 

• Etery dneikjidivs the black ^ttgtt in 

Tristram Sharidy. ; (hat of prior date is io 

be found in Dr. Fludd's lJtvi\^que cosmi 

Historia,^ and is ^mbiematic of the 

chaos,. Flvdd M^as a man of esctemivc 

erudition, and considerable observation, 

bi^t his faucy^ i^lurally v^gorous^ was 

fermented a^d depraved, by attrQlogi<al 

^d cabbalistic researches. It will afford 

^prpof of his strange fancies, and at the 

jBame time do. away all suspicion of Sterne 

in this instance^ tQ quote the ludicrous 

q«^fipidfince{m€;ntioned by Morhoff, be- 

,twepn hinasdf and this author.. ^' Cog^ 

tandi modum in nobis ct speculationis 

illais r^fionum, i^iirific^ qpodam ip loco, 

ndfAQ^^n librp 4e mystka cerebri ana-- 

-tw^ [FluddimsQ ob o<:ulos ponit. Solent 

a^ anatomicis illic delineari genitalia 

Baeiiibra, utriusque sexus^ quod processus 

tquidam^ct amis, eum in modum figurati 

^unt.. Hie Fluddius invenit, non quod 

pneriift faba, illic dicit generari qogita^ 

* Page 2Q. 
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eg^ali^BddjdcQlart^ carmen it entt 

-neiaiii >e]i(»(i ]eaikKi>i6| poitedi ciiintn uickfi 

-ill 4s$tii4 Fkiddit-r ^i^o4 lie sdHttikndb 

^iMwfL <t:ogttav6ni»i, ifiT^msse mey 'serib 

:ha5cafi9eAaFlttd^."* ' '^^ 

I am nqt a;€quaiftled i>^lli the fourt^^- 

ttbn c^^^ ctirious passages ¥especting 

the pD$sibilily oif baptis^ing inftritsf ih 

-W^fo;^ btK I fihd that Mauriceau adverts 

to the circutpi^dilcc,'in his attack on the 

Csftsarfeaiv operation : '* il n**y-a pas d*oc- 

mdsion^ oij oh he puisse bien donner le 

Bapt^me k P enfant, durant qu' il est 

encore au ventre de la mere, estant jfacilfe 

de p^)rter de r ean nette par le tnoyeli 

du canon d' une . seringue jusques sur 

qiielque partie de son corps "-r-He then 

ohviates a. difficulty unthought of by 

:S|ierne!s doctors ; which persuades um 

♦ MorivdSl Polyhist. Phtlo«.' Ub,' ii. p. I, cap. 15. ' 
t TVktnmi Shandy, T*l;i. chap. x!x. 
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o^cuivecl: <<? hiitirrr*V«t; il isercit iniikile 
id^ allegu^r que .1' ?bu ,b' y peut pa» etre 

cion^ftl^e,, k , cause qtie , I' t%k&itA ' «sti «t- 
;Tielop6,^)Ses m^n^hran^Sn i|tti: eiiif.em- 
j^lK^t; car ne ^9ait;-!Q0[%{)i^ (|u':w Ids 
p^ut ram pre \x^ ais^metifc «i>3€as qu^lellos 
ne le fussent pas, .aprti9 'quo^^^i: peiit 
.touclier cflfectiveitbeaaA ) 

. ThU writer has ^1^ .^ejijtipiiediitte 
inischievous efFjfpt of strQJOig* pressufie, 
applied to; the lica^s of very ypung fchii- 
dreu;, which i$ cOnnefitpd.witU anoth» 
jhpory th^t/ Sterne hfts, diyertodJ^mscif 
,wUh., i have ^ot jjiet :¥V'v^h the origka^l 
x>f it i^..ir^yr read iHg,,. hilt; W^U .give..& 
passiige from ^ulw<?r's AnU^wpQW^amQ^ 
jphg^isy analogous tp ]^i5i^ic<^\ij^4ij :' 

* ]Mauric. .MaladTes dcs Fepme^ Grosses> p>, 34-7. 
(cditSme. 4to. IdSl.j • ' ^\''''' -! ''^V ^ ^»-!^ 

. 4- I knew a genlleman who had dl^erg'soii^^ah&Hhe 
^(}wiTe$ aad niAffiesmiiliiheadl)aiids:aAd'fttr<ricih|ji Haid 
fo altered the natural mould of their heads, that they 
proved children of.i^: very iireak,f^Q<}^r$t;»ii|4iit^ > His 
Jast sod only, npon advice ^iye^ihijtn^^^iritjr.rpstrauit 
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•' Tb^re 18 one » passage in t\ie seventh 
Vf^ttie, 'Which' the circumstances of 
Sterne's de&tb render pathetic.- A be* 
liefer in the doctrine of "preHsentitt^nt 
WGttdd think it a pnjp to his theory. It 
is as striking^^ as Swift's digression on 
madness, in <he Tale of a Tub. ^^ * 
'f WaiB.I in a cc«iditik>n to stimulate 
with Death'-J-— I^sbotild cfermitily d«cl»e 
againsrsubmitting to if bef6re my fri^tid^^ 
and therefoife I* n^i^r scrbusly tl«nk 
iipon the i!node and marfner of tMsf gtedl 
cataslrophd, which generally takes up 
and torments my thoughts as iiitteb' 'a% 
the catsistrdphfef^ffeilif/ lE^ I constkhtly 
draw the curtaiii across it with 'this wish, 
that the I^poser - of all things rftay* so 
order it; that it happen hot to me in my 
ttwh h6u!9pfr*^but !raShei* rn^^^ some' decent 

imposed upomith^ piniural grQWthoir his head> but; was 
left free from the coercive power of h^adbaiid& and 
other artificial yiolencey whose head, aUhough it were 
bigger, yet he had more wit and understanding than 
themaU> ♦'•*•• 

Artificial 0iangelingt p. 4&. 

Vol. II. • D 
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inn M home,— I know i^^^tt:^, fon* 

ccrn of ipy,fwi^s, ftpd tb? )M.t9«ORf» 
of ivipin^iiay l^ro^ j^i4 ^t»p<Hhiflg-«iy 
. .pittom, will ISO tcrucxiymy aoul, tfattit 
shall '4ie.af a .^s^^pfitr which iiny. 'f^r^ 
ueiao .is .-nqt aware rof: bjitt ^ifi fami**^ 
the few CQld iO0iQes t wsAited, yuaoMnbt 
IHiiNsbfiied iwii^ a l&w guinea]^, si3ii paid 
f«e with .RP witUsti«tl>cd 4>ut fouietiMl 

in paired l^k^s, m^ iiha^e he^o t^lfU 

JfcMS gflW #syif»^tt9i^ .wl\y0 |bf? «»f 

«?tpwng- . 
;ic^(a,papa»ph in jpjugMH'<s H^'*y i^ 

Ijiis own ^ipj^ \m^9 mm\9^ i«ttt, Affi # 

#5.fl?s^^, w^re,<?fl#inlyja|ji^„ y>fej? 
appears to me one of the most curious 

.detections: of bis imitaitions; 'but I -shoil 

not bp surprised if ij;ian^ .^ithejrs^ ,^ual)y 

* Gentleman's Magazine, for June* 1798f ^^^ 
tlM!j,sigpa4ufe,^^,F. 
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Uaeicpecte^i Jshoxi|d be nQtic0d liereaft^r. 
The extract firoin Burnet foUpiiffs : 

** pe [Archbishop JLpightpn] used 
o^n to say, t^^ if he were to choose a 
pla/ce to dip iup k ^ppld ^ ^^ inn ; U 
looking like a pilgrim'^ going hpinf^, 
to whoip jthi? world wa,s ^\l as an inn> and 
who was weary of the nol^ ^vi confusioii 
in it. He a4ded> that the pfficiops tenr 
dpriiess and care of friends yfds an entan-^ 
glemept to a dyic^ pan ; and that the 
unccuocerned attendance of those that 
ppuld be procured in such a place, ^ould 
give less disturbance/' f 

The real source of this tj^oiight, how-, 
ever, is in the^Catp of Cicero : "Ex vita 
ista discedo, tan^iam hospitio, nop tan- 
quam qx donip : cpmrnprandi e»im na- 
tura diyer§oriu|Q nobis dedit, i|on habi- 
tandi iQcura/' 

Sternp hasj^ti^ysefl |^iinself with ^ pane- 
gyric oh the literary benefits of shaving : 
'' I maintain i^ the conceits of a rougfa- 

* Vol. ii. p. 259, 8vo. 
D 2 
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bearded man are seven years more terse 
and juvenile for one single operation ; 
and if they did hot run a risk of being 
shaved quite away, might be carried up, 
by continual shavings, to the very highest 
pitch of sublimity/'* It is an honour 
to think like great men ; upon this occa- 
sion, I must introduce Sterne to no less 
a personage than the Macedonian hero. 
Before one of Alexander's tettles, Par- 
menio presented himself, to give au 
account of his arrangements, and to 
enquire whether any thing remained to 
be done : nothing, said Alexander, but 
that the men should shave. Shave! 
cried Parmenio : yes, replied the Prince ; 
do you not consider what a handle a 
long beard affords to. ttie enemy f-j- 

Peter 1. of Russia gave the clearest 
proof that he, reckoned the custom of 
shaving essential to the progress of civili- 

* Tridtrani Shaady, vol* ix* chap. 13. . 
t Barbat. de Barbig«nio, in Doniavitts's Amphi- 
theatrum Sapientiae* 
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isation : it is pity that Sterne did not 
quote this convincing historical example. 
Horace, too, seems to liaye thought that 
his philosopher would, have reasoned 
better without his beard : 



-Di te, D^masippe,- Deaeque 



Verttm ob consilui^ donent toasore f 

t Memoiresparticuliers relatif a I'histoire de France. 
Tome 5 ieme. 

. Memtnrcs de Pierre de Fenin, p* 433. 

11, s'en vint done jusques d Sens ou il mit le siege 
tout autour, et leur fit signifter qu'ils rendissent la 
ville aa Roy Charles : xnais ils n'en vouluretit rien 
iatire. Dedans estoit de )a part da Dauphin le Seigneur 
de Botttonvilliers d tout environ trob cens combatans. 
L^ fut le roy Charles^ le roy Henri, & le Due de 
JBourgongne sept jours arant qu'ib voulussent parte- 
menter : mais quand Ms virent qvi'il y aroit si grande 
puissance^ & quails n' auroient aucone seepurs, iis vou- 
lurent trouver leur Trai^i^ ; partant le roy Henri envoy a 
Cornuaille parler a eux* 'CkierBd- le dit Cornuaille (qui 
bien apper9eut quails etoient ep 'Singer) fut venu assez 
pres de la porte pour parler a eux, il vint d lui ua 
gentil-homme qui avoit grande barbe, raais quand 
Corntiaille*^ vtd, »I lui dit> qu*il ne parleroU point d 
lui s'il n' avoit sa harhe mieux faiti, 4r que ce n' etoii 
point la guise iSf cousktnie des Anglois. Cela fit qu'aussitot 
icelui alia (aire sa barbe, puis revint vers le dit Cor- 
Ruaille: ,et la parterent |ant que le Traite fut fait* 

P 3 
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The plan of the Sentimental Journey 
seems to have been taken from the Ihtie 
French pieces^ which have had siidh 
celebrity; the Voyage of Chapelle anc| 
Pachaumont, and the Fi9yage of Fontaine | 
the merit of which consists in making 
trifles considerable. The only material 
difference between Sterne's pleasant frag* 
ment and these^^ consists in the want <^ 
verse. The French sentimental tours are 
4Bnlivened by rhymes of great variety, 
and Sterne would perhaps have imitated 
them in this respect^ if he could have 
written poetry. 

There is one Fripnch writer, whom 
Sterne seems to h^ve imitated; it is 
Marivaux^ whose style, according to 
P'Alembert, is much more popular in 
England than in his own country. From 
him and Crebillon, I think, Sterne learnt 
to practise what Quintilian had made ^ 
pecept : Minus est TOTUM dicere quam 
OMNIA. With genius enough for the 
ftttempt, one has fre<}uent^ failed in 
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prc^dttdng'^teeure hyikelttigltYt of his 
digffe^ons^ and tiie othet By aflfecting'ani 
excesAve t^fmement and aioibigciiCjr iti 
his kilguage. Les b&ns ^crioirins du decle 
de'Lmis XIV. says. Voltaire; ant m dt lit 
Jbrce; mijourd' hui ofr cfierchr de amtin'^ 
sums. Our own writers are not free ffom^ 
tftyb' error; aud it would not be unwor- 
iSfrf disir con^deration, that' a- sentence; 
\i4libh is so^mudi refined^ as tb adtmtof 
several different senses, may perhaps 'Aave^ 
nor direct) elaim^ td- any seiisev^* Stettie 
hm ^Idbm indislged diese lapses/ fer 
which he was probably indebtecS^ta thei 
Buoyaol fo^rce of Btartorfs flhifi Gld- 
Sngl^ sinewsv 

: . . ; . • . • 'i I 

4^ Ma)n:iai^-p«lfttli»'^ry*w«ll^: 

. Moitanyv cbi|BS0 WokJlrill. 
Cette noire rhetorique. 
. Tes ouvrage^ ontbeBpuii 
jy un: dejrin. qpi I^sieisQliqpiir 
SitoQ efl|urit v,eaj^ oach^ 
Les bellas cboses qu'ii ppnssf^, 

»4 
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• Whoever will tak^ the trouble of c<m9i* 
paring Sterne's Dialogue with hi& owti 
fceliags, in di© Sentloiental Journey.* 
to that, of Jacob, witli his Avariceand his 
Honour, in the first pai;t of; ihe P^^jr^aa 
Paryqnu, will perceive a linear resem- 
blance. It would be cruel to insert the 
French declamation. A fiihorter pas^e 
from the same work will shew th^ i^ 
Sb^pdean manner is very similar tq t)»at 
of JV^viy^uXf . < 

Le l>ir©(^ur avoit laiss6 parler r«aine/$ 
sans r intcrrompm, & seiiibloit mgtne un 
p^u PKl^^ de r obstin^ti(Hi do V autre. . ; 
.; Pfienant pourtai^t uq air tra^quiUe et 
benin : ma chore Demojselle, ecoute^ 
moi, dit il k cette cadette; vous savez 
avec quelle affection particuliecej^e'vous 
donne mes con$^ i touteS' deux. 

* Compare also'*he fitirt Conversation with Me. 
Freval, in the Pftysan Parvenu, with a i^cene in the 
Sentimental Journejr. Bayle, too, famished Sterne 
with some hintB« which Mr. Jackson of Exeter has 
noticed, in his 'Fmir^ Ages*' The precedhi^Jpart of this 
book was printed, belfdre I saw'Mt * JacksfoA's work. 
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Ges derniers pahile^^ a toute$ deux; 
furent partag^, deJ&9on que la Cadette 
en avoit pour le moUis les trots quarts &c 
demi pour ell«> et ce ne fut maoie que 
par reflection subLte, qu'ii en donna le 
reste i 1' ain^e.* . 

. The admirable story of Uncle Toby 
and the Fly,-f* which Sterne applied ta 
the Qoinparatively mild Revkwers of his 
ddy/ contains u strange coincidence widi 
a passage in the Entretiens of Balzac. 

«Go — ^go, poor devil/* quoth he-*-; 
*^ get thee gone'^. — why should I hurt 
^ thee ? This world is surely wide enough, 
*' to hold both thee andi me/' 

** N'avez vous point oui parler/* says 
Balzac^ ^' de ce Moucheron- qui entra 
'* dans Toeil du Roi Jacques d* Angl^erre^ 
^* un jour qu* il etoit a la Chasse. Aus- 
*' sitot r impatience jwrit le Rbi, il des- 
'f cendit de .Cheval en jurant^ (ce qui 
'^ lui etoit assez ordinaire) il s' appella 

♦ Paysan Panr^du, partie2me« : 
t Tristram Shandy, vol, iii« chap. ir. 
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^^ flaft^eokmAc^il ap|^h<ii»9iilsiitle Mdu* 
^ ehcs^dn^ 61 hii arivtesamt s6 parole^ 
^medma mhmli hm dit4l, n^ar cer jmr; 

^ Umsi' potar te ptfmnemrt ^^ ^'^ j^iA^ 
^* 47W <u /e viennes lager ditn$ ma ymt P^ 
Sterne is) petfaap^^ the only vwtt^ vtho 
kfls qpofara wkfc due prariscf of the^ plbti* 
miie to be dbnudb from fkb-psmfc^ for 
tike- Ardrbishop^ Dui>rarki9>. wiw pub^^' 
lisheil a quarto tolums, de Pbciiw^ has^ 
taken tlie matter sa completely for 
granted, thati he hos^ nob once adverted^ 
tp i(L ^ Tlifsre la sonKkfatiig,. Sir,.'' saysr 
^teme^ '' in' firiBi-fmid»-^but what it is- 
^ I leave tasystemhfauildeiaand: fehwpond 
'^ d^ggcor httMMflit 'em to) f«d out^-^iait 
^^ iImu ]& sKmeldnBg; iinder tlkci fiisf 
^^djbordeAy* traiiisfK)i« of fmmmsuBr so* 
^'^ imaccinmitaU)^brcafa^ m an onieriy 
^ and a^ sohsr walk tavrnxd^ one df' them, 
^ tint;! bafe afteni wondeapedr that neiflb^r 

p. 155. 
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OF STBRIfE. 51 

^^ Pythagoras^ fierftoto*, tmrSdkM, nor 
'' Lycurgus, nof Mahomef, nor ai^y of 
" your noted law-^ivel^ ettt gates any 
'* ordef about thein/'* ' 

The following verses, taken from 
Carew's Survey of Cornwadl^ as^puUisbed 
by hard DtmstSDviUe, tisough not very 
][>octie&l^ iQay be, to some reader^ aiy 
agreeable commentary on this passagr. 

I iraft ool al the Is^wyer'ii gate, 
Neshoiilder clixaew down tih&sttir^ 
I yawit not maiihood by debates, 
J envy not the miser's fears, 

But mean in sMifi!, aad cahn iuk spfiee, 
. My fi^ul pood is my delight 

Winere eqaal distant isUad views, . 
|Iis forced banks* and otter's cage^ 
Where salt anct fresh the pool renews, 
Ab spring ai|d dRmglrtf qicrea^e or 8ii«feik 
Where boat presfols.his serrkapr^Q^ 
And net becomes the fishes nest. 

Where sucking millet^ swallowing basse^ 
Side-walking crab, wry-moathed flouk. 
And sh>*fist eeT, ss erenings pasar, 
For safe bait at due place do look. 

Bold to approach^ quick to espy. 

Greedy to catch, ready to fly. 

1» Tristram Shandy^ toI. it, ^bap, xriif 
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la heat the top« ia cold ^ deep. 
In spring the mouth the mids in neap^ 
With changeless change by shoals thy keep^ 
Fat» fruilAiU ready, but not cheap. 

Thus mean in state and calm in sprite 

My fishful pond is my delight. 

I have thus put the reader in possession 
of every observation respecting this agree- 
able author,* which it would be important 
or proper to communicate. If his opi- 
nion of Sterne's learning and originali^ 
be lessened by the perusal^ he must, at 
least, admire the dexterity and the good 
taste with which he has incorporated in 
his work so many passages, written with 
very different views by their respective 
authors. It was evidently Sterne's pur- 
pose to make a pleasant, saleable book, 
coute que coute; and' after taking his 
general plan from some of the older 

^ I have seen some anecdotes of Sterne^ in the 

European Magazine^ in which Madam^ de L 

mentioned in the Sentimental Journey, was said to be 
Madame de Lamberti, and the Count de B— ; — ^ the 
Count de Bretueil ; upon what authority I do not 
know. 
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French writers, and from Burton, he 
made prize of all the good thoughts that 
came in his way. 

Voltaire has compared the merits of 
Rabelais and Sterne, as satirists of the 
abuse of learning, and, I think, has done 
neither of them justice. This great dis^ 
tinction is obvious; that Rabelais derided 
absurdities then existing in full force, 
and intermingled much sterling sense 
\trith the' grossest parts of his book; 
Sterne, on the contraiy, laughs at many 
exploded opinions, and forsaken foo* 
leries, and contrives to degi-ade some of 
his most solemn passages^ by a vicious 
levity. Rabelais flew a higher pitchy 
tpo, than Sterne. Great part of the 
voyage to the Pays, de Lanlemois,*, which 
so .severely stigmatizes the vices: of the 
Romish clergy of that age, was per- 

* I do not recollect to have seen it o|»erved by 
Kabelais^s Commentators^ that this name^ as well as 
the plan of the Satire, is irait^ed from Lucian's Tn^lt 
History. Lucian's town is called Lychnopolis, 
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formed hi ipiw hazard gf fire^ );^il 
water. 

The follies of the learned ro^y as ju5ljy 
be cori:ected^ a$ jl^Ije vices of hypocrites j 
but for the for^ier, ridicule is ^ su^j^o$ 
punishrr>en|:. Ri4icule is /ey<en fXiQT^ 
effieqtual to tljis purpoi^^ 9s w.eU as na^ore 
^greeajble th^fl jsjc^iTUity, which i^ gene- 
rally pi^fierrfjd, nojtwithstandin^ by the 
learned themseryes in their contest?, be- 
cause ^^njger seizes tjie ];eadiest weapons; 

And wh^re a little extraordinary power 
has accidentally been lodged in the hands 
of disputants, they have not scrupled to 
employ the most cogent methods of 
convincing ilheir a5 versariesl Dionysius 
the yduhger sent thojse critics who dis^ 
ISied his verses, to work in the quarries;* 
and diere was a pleasant tyrant, men* 
tioned by Horace^ who obliged his defi** 
cient ' debtors to hear him read ^is own 
dompp^itions, amarm historias, by way 

* Plutarch, 
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j^^099itn\A^(m. i ^ itotluog .«f the 
^'iholy fartb of pifce aQsL^iupu'' »or>Qf 

te^i?ia^d la tb^ft^^giJ ,d^ii|^, }»$ I 
4€«iresto axw4 r^gipp^^:^ jBj^ 

jof ,tt\e %ipidi»blq,sgct,pjf Jicjplpwiafch^^ 

imprisonment of (f^jiiqc^, fV^ the fi^ 
ample of Jordatno Bruno, burnt alive for 
asserting tbe plurality of worlds^-f- among 
other disgraceful instances, shew that 
laughter is the best crisis of an ardent 
disputation* 

The talents for so delicate an office ds 
that of a literary censor^ are too great 
and numerous to be often assembled im 

* Jan. Nic. Erythras. Pinacotbec. 

t Brucker, His. Critic, t*hilosoph, torn, r, p. 2», 
29. The fiftinous Scioppius publUti^d a shocking letter 
^ exultation on this execution. 
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one person^ Rabelsils wanted decency; 
Sterne learoin^, and .Voltaire fidelity, 
Luctan cilbne' sli^poited the character 
properly*; in those pieces ' which appear 
WHbe ^jii^y afecribed tb him/ As the 
narrt)\^ness (if party '^et infests philo- 
sophy, a writer \irith his qualifications 
would still do gdod service in tlie cause 
of trutli. Fortritand go6d sense united^ 
as in him they \ eminently wer6/ can 
^ftdck "hothih^ ^sudciesrfully which ought 
Tiot to be demolished. 



. K*.*: ' 



. J. 
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ADDITIONAL NOTES 

toihe 
ILLUSTRATIONS OF STERNE. 



Note J, page 10, 

The following extract from the Pieca Inier€$uoUe8 ^ 
a peu connues, p. 190> ihay serve in place of a whole 
history. • 

** II y a on iait assez curieux^ tr^s^sor ei peu coiiiiu« 
an sujet dn eoUier de /- ordre du S» Etprii : la deyotion 
s' allioit autrefois avec le phu grand d^bordemeot des 
moeaiiB> et la mode n' en est pas ab6(4ument passee. 

Le motif public de Henri iii. en instituant /' ordre 
du Saint'Esprit, fiit la defense *de la catholicite> par 
une association de seigneurs. qui ambittonneroient d' y 
entrer. 

Le voeu secret ^t d' en fkiiTe hommage & sa sceur 
iVIarguerite de Valois^ qu' il aimoit plus que fratemel- 
lement. 

Le S* Esprit est !e symbole de Tamour les omemens 
du collier ^toient les Monogrammes de Marguerite at 

Vol. II. « 
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de Henri, separes alternativement par an autre Mono« 
gramme symbolique, compose d' mi fpki et d' mi } delta 
joints ensemble; f, auquei on faisoit signifier fidelta 
pour Jideita en Itaiien^ etjideliie en Fran9ois* Henri it. 
instruit de <;e i^f^l^e,^ (sbalig^a t^'^aifier par delibera- 
tion au chapitre du 7 Janvier 1597, & rempla^a pair 
deux trophees d' armesjr le p et le Monogramme de 
Marguerite. J^ en ai vu les preaves non suspectes/^ 

Duclos^ who was the collector of these curious anec* 
dotes, is ver^ Kigh' aiit'Hoflt^. SuttUe'^Vutb fcf this fact 
appears from other proof. In Segar's Honor Militarie 
4* Civil f published in 10(H^ i» a full-length portrait of 
Henry iv. in the habit of the order, and the mysterious 
symbols appear most distinctly, not only on the collar* 
but embroidered, of a very large size, round the robe. 

Eachard's works are now in the h^nds of few persons. 
Yt'ivni'beihtef^tlhg howefver to faisadmi^rsj to men- 
^tron, thdt a ^dfiiple6^ outline of the Qmtndiiland Causes 
t^ the Cohien^i bf if^ Cki{gy'may be fbnvd in B«^rton, 
in the section ^entitf^, $lfir((^ aCatksc qf Mdanchoiy, 
ii-dih^. 81ib87. ' : 

The f r^ch trafislstfor ^f .Tristrani Shandy, Wh« 
knew nothing of Bufton, <^nfess€fi hWsetf strangely 
puzzled with the fragment on Whiskers. ** Vainement 
il a.voulu 'gclaircir ce chapitre par ddi rcckerches Jiis- 
lavi^ues ; le sei^l fi^it.de se$ peines a eti He trouver que 
Miles. Rcbours et la Fqsseuse sont cities ians ptnsieurs 
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liprvf, et notamment dnns ies memoircs de Marguerire de 
Fahis^ eornme ntaitresses de Henri IV, ituant au Guiol, 
Marcnette, Baitarelle, fyc. fyc, le hctsard les iui a offeries 
dans la nombreuse liste dea temoins entendue au proces 
de Oirard ^ la Cadiete/' 

Jx -vcroald have diverted Sterne extremely > to have 
seen a Frenchman seeking to illustrate his lucubrations, 
by historical researches. 

Ample notice is taken of La Fosseuse^ in the Memoirs 
of the Queen of Navarre, written by herself; a book, 
which, independant of the elegance of its style, is 
recommended by many curious anecdotes, and a dis- 
play of talents worthy of better direction. 

We find Bebours, as well as La Fosseuse, also men- 
tioned in the Cor\fessions de Sancyf and as much infor- 
mation respecting them» as could be wished, is added 
in L' Etoile's notes. 

Rebours is mentioned by Brantome. The source of 
the other names pointed out by the translator is suiii- 
ciently probable* 

Note IV. page 82. 

I have mentioned, in another work, the practice 
once general on the continent, of destroying djring 
persons, by violently palKng away the pillows from 
beneath their heads. There ift a treatise on this subject 
preserved by Valentini, written with a degree of pomp 
and affectation, which equally defies a serious perusal, 
and the power of burlesque. The author first disputes 
concerning the definition of a pillow ; and after a great 
deal of erudition, gives the following : Est aliquid sup" 
positufn capiti nostra snbltvandi gratia adinvtntum. In 
E2 
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the next section comes the etymology, 1^ the reader 
should still he uncertain concerning the meaning of the 
word pillow. Here puivinar is very naturally deduced 
from polula, a foot-balU and it follows, like a chain, 
thzt polula comes from hulhus, a root. We may apply 
the French epigram of De Cailly to this sort of deri. 
ration : 

Affana vient d' Equus, sans doute ; 
Mais il faut ayouer aussi, 
Qu' en venant de la jusqu' ici 
11 i bien change sur la route. 

As if all this precision were not sufficient, another 
^definition follows, of the component matta* of a pillow. 

Hoc e^t puivinar, sen lecttts capitis hrevior, hoc est 
omne id quod ad ejus elevationem et erectionem adhihetur, 
sive ex plumis vel stramentis constet, aut alia commoda 
pro personw ac loci conditione materia. The author 
concludes with this severe commination against these 
pillow-jerkers: quod dum ita contra comcientiam rectam, 
Deique ac legum voluntatenh €^ant, se privetit anind 
tranquillitate^ sifnulque peccatis exponant gravissimis, 
wide Deum scelcrum horum vindiccm severum haheant 
metuendmn. Id ergo nefiat, cavenda hmc solicite ofltss- 
bus est cervicularum subductiot ut per se iliicita et »«. 
justa, ifc. 

Note r. 

Bruscambille's Prologue on Noies. 

Or Messieurs, puisque nous sommes sur la matiere 
des nez, ne laissoa? pas un beau champs sans le cultiver: 
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je pro-verbc si cooiintih eh France de dire voilA qui n'a 
pas de nez nocis y serrira beaucoup ; c' est ane maniefe 
de parler coHimiine a tout le monde, & dont on se sert 
irequemment ; je tous prends voas m^mes d temoins. 
Messieurs, n' esUil pas vrai que quand on veut mepriser 
quelqiie chose on se sert ordinairement de ce proyerbe 2 
si par example un homme comme moi qui ne suis pas 
des plus habiles en tout genre^ hazarde parmi le public 
quelque oeuvre ou discours imparfait cotiinie celui que 
j' ai presentement en bouche, ne dira-t-on pas en k 
meprisant. voil4 qui n' a point de nez* 

On en pourra dire autant d' un peinti'e, d' un orfevre, 
de 1' auteuT d^ un pitoyable liyre, & general ement de 
tcmte sorte de choses qui ne seroit pas dans le godt dei 
Messieurs qui se qualifient du nez fin ; de maniere qu' d 
leur ^ntiment tout ce qui n^ a point de nez est xnepris- 
lable ^ ne merite pas de voir le jour. Et c* est (a 
raiaon pourquoi V on cache ordinainement le eul comme 
l^ta^t up visage qui n' a point de nez ; & au contraire 
la face est toujours decouverte a cause qu' il y a dans le 
milieu un nez; un homme sans ziez est rejette des 
femmes. Lephi&ionomiste Albert le grand^ aussi bien 
que le s^avant Trismegiste, dtsent que les femmes 
estiment iles grands nez nobles & de bonne' race> les 
«}4§dio<cres de cfnHeiAement & les petits de bon appetit. 
^ouvent fes grands arbres planteiE en bonne terre fructl^ - 
fient noblement. 

. .S9avez*T0i^s; Messieurs^ pourquoi le sexe feminin 
^'est pai.^&t )>ien pourvKk de n«! que le masculin? 
L' on tietttt & V on assure que c' est d cause du peu 
df etat que la curieuse Pandore fit de V Ordonnance de 
Jl^te^, lequei luiayant bailie la boete ou etoient 

E3 
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renfermez ious les malheurs & iiilorUnies, zrtc defense 
expresse de 1' oavrir, cette miserable cumuse fGtt si ^srt 
teniee, que Jupiter n' e6t psui pl^iot le cul tomimA, 
qu' elle eut le iiez dedaas : je tcms que rom tmat de 
cette expression. Messieurs, ne vous iniagkiez pais que 
je Teulle dire que Paiidore e^i mis ie nes dans le col 
de Jupiter, aussitot qu' il s' en fut alle, cette expression 
equivoque tombe sur la boete latale dans laqoelle sa 
euriosite la porta d y mettre son nez, c' est-i-dire, it y 
regarder centre la defense de Jupiter. De quoi cette 
divinite etant indtgnee, permit t^e les malheurs, dis- 
graces & infortunes renfermeas dans cette boete, se 
repandlssent impitoyablement sur la terre : et voill.ua 
echantiilon d^ T obligation que nous, avons aux femmes 
qui veulent fourrer leur nez par tout. 

Je n' enlreprend point de faire ici une ample descrip- 
tion des differens nez avec les proprietez singolieres qui 
leur sect annexees, j* en dtrois peut ^tre trop des grands 
nez an prejudice des nez m^iocres, des petits nez, 
des nez cornus, des nez plats & autMS de toute sorte 
d' espece, je me cootente dedire que les grands nez ont 
beaucoup d' arantage sur les pettts pour les edeurs dont 
lis sont r organe naturel, d' autant que pal* leiir capacity 
plus etendue ils peuvent recevoir plusde vapeurs odori* 
fl^rentes ^% que eel les qui montent de bas en faaiort leuf 
peuvent moina echapper qu'aux petits nez : hi iin mot. 
Messieurs, si c' est quelque chose de beau^ de bon, de 
loiiable, d' avantageux eji tout genre d* avoir du nez, 
il le doit etre encore plus d' airoir dur grand nez : uft 
homtne qui a du nez seiit toutes choseis, eelui qui n' a 
point de nez xte se sent pas soi-meme ; le nez discerne 
les senteurs comme V oeil les conleurs, i' ^veugle pent 
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I juger des senteurs^ & les rents du Pais-Bas qui souflent 
I a la sourdine dans ses cfaaosses sont d^couyertes par 
I V experience de son nez. Je finis. Messieurs, en tous 
disant que si j' ayok un pied de nez dayantage, je ferois 
un discours qui auroit plus de nez ; & je crains que 
q«elque medisant ne yienne ici critiquer sur ce mien 
verbii^e & ne publie 4 mon deshonneur Si au yotre, 
que votts ^tes des idiots de xrous laiser ainsi mener par 
le nez. 
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VARiETlES OF MAN, 

described by Authors, 
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Incessantly, and MU hil not^inC^ Wrings not 
A spirit and judgment equ^I or superior^ 
(Aad iR^s^ l|e briii|S| w^t 9e^ ^ f^M^b^e seek ?) 
Uncertain and unsettled stUi remains. 
Deep Ters'd in books an4 shallow in himficl^ 

Milton. 
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OF CERTAIN VARIETIES OF 
MAN. 

IN die various forturies of .opinloii^ 
it may be observed, that whcui. a tenet 
happens to be refuted, afier jbaving 
gained for . a time implicit b^ef, every 
one begins to wonder that itf should have 
acquired any credit. This is tbe progress 
o£ what ha3 been called philosophical 
truth, than which nothing Js more abso- 
lute during its reign, and. nQthiag:but 
life sooFe transitory in its duration.: Th^te 
is this great difference between the extino" 
tion of opinions and ijb^t q{ mea, that 
the former lose their characters with their 
q^istence, while- the letter generally 
increase their estimatigp-by /dying; foe 
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excepting an epitaph on the Pineal gland, 
which was written after physiologists had 
degraded it from the seat of the soul, I 
recollect no example of gratitude to a 
decayed theory. 

Every age clicrishes its'favourite errors, 
which serve to divert the succeeding 
generation. We ridicule our predecessors 
for their belief in the fiery sphere of 
Aristode, or the vortices of Descartes, 
without reflecting, that some of onr pre^ 
sent opinions may afford eqlial subject 
of derision to posterity. Why does the 
JiistOiiy of opinions jcontain such a list of 
errors jind fakehbods, but because men 
have so long mistaken their coitjectunes 
concerning fatcts, for facts thcmdelvcb? 
- Much oi this cvi} has certainly pro- 
ceeded ^omuhdue deference to^autbo- 
litiee, Atri^ors have believed assertions 
without enquiry ; and might \\'ell be 
expected to assign ridiculous causes^ 
i^vheathey engaged to account iwievents 
that pever>exi$ted, . . -. t ' : ^ > ' . . • - . v f ' . 
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I have been led into this train of re^ 
Section, by trying to discover the true 
foundations, on whi<:ih the existence of 
some monstrous varieties of our species 
hajs been supposed. Every philosophical 
reader is acquainted with the theory of 
Lord Monboddo on this subject, on 
which Mr. Tooke has bestowed such 
masterly satire, that we may justly apply 
to the author of the Eatm tl'npoerra^ what 
Milton has said of Tasso, in his Marisus, 
though in. a different sense ; 

aeternis inscripsit nomina chartis. 

I expected to have found tl>e clue to 
this romance of philosophy, in Linnaeus's 
Systema Natura, because he has men- 
tioned, under the genus. Homo, the 
varieties of the Homo Troglodytes, or 
pygmy, and the Homo Caudaius, the 
man with a tail (Lord Monboddo's pa- 
triarch) ; but the greater number of 
authorities has occurred to me in casual 
reading. 
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Homer is the first author who mentions 
the pygmies, and is cied as the -chief ^aC 
the opmion, by all wrfters on this subject. 
Tlie Trojans, %ys he, morved on to battle 
tv^rth shouts and acclamattons, like the 
iroise of the crantes, when they fly scream^ 
ing over the ocean, bearing daugbterr 
^nd death to die pygmies : 

KxaryS reiiyt Tirorrai^ vx ^^IjtioaSo poaSvy 
^Avipaai UuypLottowt fiwf nea mipa fi^wm.* 

Aristotle delivers their history as an 
indubitable truth. " It is not fabulous, 
but certain, that a diminutive race of 
men, and it is said of horses, exists; 
living in caverns, whence they take the 
name of Troglodytes. They fight with 
cranes, "f 
"But It was not enough with the older 

' ^ Iliad, r. 
t Histor. Animal, lib. viii. cap. zii. 
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Ifef^roVali^, tai sHbrt^ tf Whole h«ion% 
tfiree span;, or to oblige men ' ' 

'Cau^rum longofsmaat^n dacefe ti^cttis^ ' ' 

fetrt thfe Species 't^ras 'tdftiirdfd ittttt' hiore 
"feiitastie ^hai^'tfaafh kre^td be ^ufml in 
'the Temptat?6b 6f St. Ahllhony.. -These 
i^ransfigiitations testlioth dir Psi^aift^at)d 
Chriytiaii atWiorlty/^ ^nd' if any thiiij 
^tild be ^ppbrted by the mere foi'^e 6( 
irep^teid asseftlcin, the*nionstrous Yarieties 
6f thkn woidfl becOtoeHindeniaMei • 

Some of tfee; .Rabbis hay^ ^pu])lisbed 
extrafvkgant do4itrinte respecting/ our* first 
parents, 6ti ihh stibjecit, according to 
Bayle. */ Qudquefr-uiis d'eux disept qu' 
Eye fjut form6e de la queue de son mari« 
''tk pVeMfeWt qiie i^ieu, aiittt ddnn6 
Itl^l^yrd 'Uh ' ijtietie au coiji^^ d* Adam, 
8* aper9ut enfin 'qu* eHe ' diminuoit la 
beaut^ d^ cet ouvrage, ,et qu' ainsi il prit 
)a resolution de la; coi^jper^ mais il ne 
laissa pas de s'en servir pour en produire 
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la feqime quf il c^nna au pcemier hom- 

Pliny exerted surprising industry m 
accumulating authorities- fbrfcmnan mon- 
sters ; -f- many of these wei'e sii j3po$eci to 
exist among the northern nations^ such 
as tlie AriiB3$pi>' who hadl only one ej^e, 
and employed tbeniselves in stealing gold 

.fronk'tbe Gryphons^ those compound 
aiiinials which the .an.cient naiurarist3 
have, dressed up for us. JMilton. enaplojs 

.this ll^le in a fine simile, desqribing 
Satan's laborious flight through th?, chaos. 

As ivhen A Gryphon throngh^lic wildernesB '* 
• W^b ^^ tiourae^ o'er biH ol^moory dal^ ^ . 
' Buf^aes the Arimaspian^ who by stealth 
Had from his wakefolcustody purloined 
• The gnarded gold. — ^ Par, tiosi. b. Mt ^^3. 

Ope: 9f the. authorities .quoted for thjis 
.Mory. if Herodotus, who, expre^sjiy says 
th^t Ik?] does not believe it* :{: 

, / . * Bay le. Diction, Crii. Art EVe. '''" ^ 

: ^- • * "Clio. : : ,.:.'. .^ •___.. .,;.. 
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^nq^pr rac€ of the Scythians were 

iwTO^jWith jfeet turned behind tl^e leg, 
*' avcrsis post crura plantis,*' and were 

.,(oC QQurse) wonderfully swift. O^here 

, Ij^id b^ds reseml?Ung those of dogs, with 
J Qijg e^^rsi, and were armed with talons; 

.^Ctesias sayst they; were in number one 
hundred and twenty thpusapd.. This is 
** profound and solid lying." , In. other 

.na^lon^s, the, peoj^jt^ Were menQco^bUs, 
tj^at is^ having;, only pne leg,* or sci»- 
pocjou?, having fjpet so large a5:to shelter 
th^ whpite bpd^, in ^?i ?!^PH^^ /P^^t^^p^I 

jthf^se were the first^. parasols .c In majorl 
aesti^ ^K\W> jaceiptes r^upini, umbra se 

^pedumpfotegvint. Near these, accord- 
ing to , Pliny;, lived the pygjoies^ but 

,they must be confe^§ed to look extrera6ly 

'small beiside such astonishing neight^ours. 
Yet they had stjU' better company ; fqr 
wej^twajrd pif the . pygoiijes lived a najtion 
without necks, and with eyes in their 

* See modem authorities for this story^ in the Orig. 
Vid Prog, of Lang. YoU i. b. ii, Ic. iji. 

Vol. II. F 
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sKouItl^re; anS nekr iHetb,'ihe A^tAOres, 

ivho have lib ifhpuths, and are Hfiiirished 

tiythfe'SmeW'6f^f)'<iits artd hoiiteH.' " 
Tli'is is ftie mstitiefe of a'^iaiifdr 

WhicJhWs bniainerit^d tTie pagfes bf ttidtiy 
•a na(uf^ilst an^ C6i^dmp^6^,' ^^ 
■figures 'feb'iAgHhidiisty K<ymble, as alhio^ 
'to W§etaiiai^f-bf 'fheir rfeality. by tire 
'%ar^ht difHidUUy'bf fei'giiing thdiii. 

^-feimt'be t^n^ ih vinteidfiiif 
*f*Hhy, tli^t'lie asSferfe rtone 6f th^ Wbti- 

d^rs Vteift aiitHb^hy, '^tid Aiat ttlkhy 
♦of 'th^ih ^te ^^htldne'a ^IHip^y as fecjfs 
'A^dHd^h by fbi-ttler \^i-it6fe. Sevel-aldf 
"fiis'l'idlatioffe'aYe'ta'k^n tt'om th'6^ 'of tfib 
'G?i"eeks, 'sratd to have be^'nemi^bjred h^ 

lA;lexah9br ih "^Sttibassies 'to the 'e'asterh 
•j^rihd^s. ' i»liHy*s'atfehtipn h'il {>? tfse'rv^ 

fh'e Fdily 6f ttiteehifen,' \^hicli cbUld'have 
'W\ beehl^a'rdil, to dufdays. * 

■ ; 'Pdi^iibniUs "S^efe* says, Ifte^Jirygmite 
'irihibltfed pait bf tgypt, 'aiid fought 
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tiv.ith ctbe x^raqes ;to pveseme .their iooifu 
•Solinus ako disserts (their extstenoe.^ 

'Strabo aemarks, on |bis s^ubjeot, that 
^mmt of the writiers.aEi India, ^before his 
age, wefe egregiqus liars. 

Aulus ^Gettius, however, asseiits the 
iexi^tence of pygmieSj'f and Eustathius, 
in the notes on Dionysius. 

JElian is quoted as supporting the same 
lopitiion, and even as idescribing the Pyg- 
jHioean foirm of government. '\Vhoever 
takes the trouble of reading ^Elian's 
account^ will perceive that he relates 
the whole as an idle story; but this is 
the method ' of making quotations, to 
which ^literary adepts generally think 
vthemselves* entitled. 

>From the$e pure fountains a croud of 
later authons have drawn the belief of 
pygmies; St. Atrgustine comes first, by 
urightill as an asserter of the pygmie$, 

* Cap. XV. ' 

f Lib. iv« c. ix. 
^ Hist. Anim. lib* xv. c. xix« 
^1 De Civitat. Dei, lib. xtI* c. yiii. 

F2 
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Majolus, Anionius Itane, Jonusr (de 
rebus Moscovitarum) Oderlcus (de re- 
bus ladicis) Caspar Scbottu6» in his Col- 
lection of wonders, Joannes Eusebius 
Mierembergensis, Caspar Bartholine, in 
an express dissertation, Weinrichius, L.i- 
cetus, and Cassanio. I do not pretend 
to have consulted all these respectable 
authors (who are nothing less than da- 
risshni) on this subject, but I find them 
quoted by many others, with whom it 
would be easy to swell the list. 

Writers differ greatly in.their accounts 
of the seat of the Pygmies, being chiefly 
solicitous to remove them sufficiently £air 
from themselves, according to a just 
remark of iEneas Sylvius, semper Umgius 
miracula fugae. The prophet Ezekiel 
speaks of Tyre as being garrisoned by 
Pygmies.* Horstius supposes the sense 
of this passage to be, that the centinels, 
on the lofty towers of that city, appeared, 

♦ Chap. 27. Our translation calls them Gamma* 
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to a spectator on the ground^ of a tery 
diminutive size. 

V It is less surprising that St. Augustine 
should credit the reality of Pygmies> be- 
cause he had been an eye-witness of 
greater wonders: he asserts, in one of 
his sermons, [ad fratres in eremo] that 
he had preached to a nation without 
heads, and with eyes in their breasts. 
This may indeed be considered, by those 
who explain away every thing, as a 
figurative expression ; but we must not 
pretend to understand St. Augustine bet- 
ter than the learned bishop Majolus, 
who quotes this passage in his Dies 
CanicuUtresi as a certain proof of the 
monstrous varieties. Besides, it would be 
uncharitable to reject a fact of so much 
consequence, in the decision of that 
curious question. An monstra sahais stierrut 
capacia* which the learned bishop af- 
firms, because of St. Augustine's mission 
to the Acephali.* 

* In the modem editions of St» Augustine's wprks, 
Ibia passage is retrenched* 

F3 
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The force of paitfey has exteaofced 
even to these fictions, appaientiy ramote 
enough frojsy either civil or rdig]4)us 
divisions* Tkus^ the if 0riffchi»f^^ Mii^inus^ 
EpiscapHs Marinuh ^ VilukhMflnaekw^ 
ill Ambrosini's edition of the frigbt^il: 
folio of Aldrovandus de Momtrist^ seem 
to have been engeiidaed in the ettre^ 
mity of hatred agaiost rdigiousr orders. 

It is to be regretted, that ira^ng hiir 
other treasures, Pakepbatus hass omitted 
to place a derivation of the belief iit 
Pygmies : jiotsibly becfUMe the wdrd did 
not adnrit of a pun. 

There is no proof, unle^ this £ible be 
supposed a proof, that tlie anci^BU* w^o 
acquainted with those varieties^ wbicb 
are really inferior to the i^sual standard 
of human size ; was this opinion an 
approach to the hypothesis of the Scak 
(f Beings? Such it seems to have been 
in the hands of Paracelsus, who supposed 
the Pygmies to be different in their origin 
from men, and to consist of the Caro 
Non Adamica. 
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in his Artificial Changeling,\ for denying 

the existence of Pjrgmies, l^ecau^sjj tj^iejr 

cannot be fwind in ^(ibiopia oc Asabia, 

ivhere Winy and Mek had placed- them : 

this cirQum;s|:anc:e,^ \foi^ tji,e roj5)d/^rns 

think of ao weigbfr; m5gumnlt^m nuMhis 

vqlotis. They missed^ one strong argu- 

meiiit, that is^ Pomponius Mela's asser- 

6©B^, th|%^ .<l?e; Pygwies ijcer^ eafetjrpated 

% tibfiif \4f^^ wij* ^he Qranes, Qf t|»fe 

.^i^ni ^|^xai)§4i hwv^if vwy sjipc«Jt 

fully, in his War of the Pygmies and 

Grimes; in the i^tlrodiiction tQ which, 

he has raised up a new and beautiful 

land^P^pg: of tb^. f uiA$ ^ tW' P->i0H«ean 

enipire:- 

Nunc si^ib dim«f9dfil|Mr SAM Tiftiofib ; 
Exiguis vidft* ^ nesligtfi pancast^jp^!)^.. 
Begna, et secaro crepitat Gnis imfmkH nido. 

, ,.„, , ,. .^ t Page wo. • 
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' ' He has even furnished, from this story, 
a*' highly poetical origin of the fairies : 

Elysii Tallies nunc agmine lustrat inanU 
lEt veteram Heroiim miscetur graiidibus umbris 
, Pleba piirra : ' teal «i quid fidei mer^atin- anilk 
Fabttla, Pastores p^r nfoctui opaca pusiUas 
Saspe Yident Umbras, Pygmaeos corpore cassos^ 
Bum secura Grunm, et y^teres oblita labores^ 
Laetitiad pcnitus Tacal, inidalgetque choreis^ 
AngUBtosque teri|;;calle8, viridesqu^iper orl^ 
Turba levia aalit, et lemumnk pognomine gaudet** 

Unless we can resolve to adopt Mda~^ 
account of the matter, however, I believe 

Scaliget's objection must remain in iiill 

. . • ' . • ^. 

,* Perhaps we owe thk elegant pumge to the fidknr* 
mg lines in Paradise. Lost, where the fallen spirits ia 
Pandemonium contract their size to gain room^ and 
• Thriuig buinb^rless, like that Pygmean race 
Beyond the Indian Mount, or faery elves* 
Whose midnight revels by a forest side 
Or fountain; iotae 1»4aited peasant 4mm, 
Or drettmi he sees, nvhile over-h^ad the ntoett ' 
Sits aiMiresir; and nearer to the earth 
Wheels her pale ooiktm, they on ^eir mirtfar and 

• '•" d^oe ' ' ' 
Intent* with jocund ipusic chami his ear j; 
At once with joy and fear bis heart rebounds. 
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foit«, against the existetice of Linna^us*^ 
Troglodyte ; for pygmies ar<J hot found 
in the habitations which he assigns them, 
namely, the Cohfines of Ethiopia, the 
caves of Java, Aniboyna, and Ternate, 
or in Malacca. The Albinos, on whose 
peculiarities be appears to found his deh- 
nition, were never proved to exist as a 
nation ; * on the contiary, wherever the 
history of an Albino could be traced, it 
was found to have been born in ordinaiy 
sodety. It is true Linnasus attempts to 
dktitirguidh between his Troglodyte and 
man, by .ascribing tp the former the 
Membrana Nictkans, but anatomists in 
general know very weU^ that man pos- _ 
. sesses that membrane also, though with- 
out the pow^r of expansion. 

Besides, linnceus's TfX)glod3rtes are 
placed at a very great distance from the 
supposed se4t of the Albinos, which h 
said by the best authorities in this case to 
be near the isthmus of Dari^n. Whether, 

* Wafer's single testimony is not suticient proof 
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from the frequent a^^ai^nce of d^s^ 
ia society, or whe^pr^ like the Shorii 
Club In the Gu^dian^ it l^e, tfre io^veixn 
ViQn of ambitipus, Utjdp miei^ w^ n^ust; 
ae^d back 



-4be apM^ tmf^ry 



W£n:r*d on. by cranes- 



tQ the poetical q^^aiter,. for sound g«Qg^»rr 
phy and natural biistory d^okam tl;i«Q^. 

LinnsBUfi admica, with mtlieK vm^ 
IsedtatioH, his variety o£ the Momtf Ga^. 
iatus: he 19 uncertain whelher ]m 9Hg^ 
to be mnked with m^ or «pe9i, a^ ^ 
deterred from placipg hina among ti^^ 
latter, chiefly bpeause h^.lighliEi bk Mt^ 
^f a^ji* jroas^ hia liicrtiM^ <^ H(9»^ 
Caudatus, hirautufc |»eol» j@i^ SSlajr^n 
tici, Qolw ign^tui, idQ«i%ue ^mm ad 
bMninis. aut $imi» geou;s f^r^n^^ a,^ 
detewniwo^ Mirum quod igftem «aieife«» 
^orncxnqiie asBet^ quamvis^ cruda YomU. 
V9stimonio pomgrlnaatium.^ Qf the few 
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Mitfattriti^ whkh i^MKoius: has firiiduocdt 
ia support of this Tarletyv I hmm oilLyf 
jbeea able to consult one; but others have 
occutredf ta me at di&rent tlmesr wbkiv 
I am notr going to: mention. 

Pausanias is the most aaciesit authority^ 
for t3ke exktence of men with tails * He 
le more frequeivl^ ^footed to this pui^ 
pc»se, beea«i^ he derived h4s story iVoni 
tke very person wha saw such a rafc^ 
in the Insuke Satyriades, at wbicH ho 
IfDuched, OQ being driven westward WbtkP 
he was sailing for Italy. The tnbabitatitsv; 
says Pdusonias, are red, and have Wils 
not much less than those of hwsesi. 

Pliny in^odttce^ among his ptber woin* 
ders» men with haiiy t^ls, of wonderfut^ . 
siwiftness, but I think without tny autbo-r- 
rity. This is all the testknoriy afibrdcd^ 
by antiquity of the Caudatory tieariety^^ 
unitm ibe fable of the Fauns be reckofied 
some confirmation. Modern times bav# 
produced more advocates for it. After 

* Attie. lib. i- p. 45. 
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the nattTes of Europe began to pene- 
trate into the east, authorities muhiplied, 
Marco Paolo^ who had the fate to be 
disbelieved in every credible assertion, 
was believed, when he reported that he 
saw in the kingdom of Lambri men with 
tails of the length of a span.* Peter 
Martyr describes a nation in India, who 
have hard, immoveable, crooked tails, 
of a span long, resemUing those of cro- 
codiles; so inconveniently appended, 
adds he, that they are obliged to use 
perforated seats. 

Majolus, Androvandus, tand Bulwer, 
quote a story from Major, and Joannes 
Neirembergensis, of a generation pro- 
duced with taiH in Kent, or Porset- 
shire, as a punishment of some disrespect 
^eWed to the missionary, St. Augustine, 
spon after his landing. Bulwer was 
inifon|ied,f that in his time, there was 
a family in Kent, whose descendants 

* Lib* iii« c« xviii* 

t Artif. Chfing. p. 4lQi 
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were tailed ; " insaihucb/' says he, *' that 
you may know any one to be rightly 
descended of that fsmkly, by having a 
tail/' He adds» as a more probable 
account, that the inhalntants of Stroud, 
ilear Rochester, incurred the curse of 
tails, by cutting off the tail of Archbishop 
Becket's horse. " Insomuch as you ma?^ 
know a man of Stroud by his long taile^ 
And to make it a little more credible, 
that the rump-bone, among brutish and 
strong-docked nations, doth often sprout 
out with such. an excrescence, or beastly 
emanation, I am infoimed by an honest 
young man of Captaiti Morris's company, 
in Lieutenant General Ireton's regimenY, 
that at Cashel in thecoimty of Tipperary,^ 
in the province of Munster, in Carrick 
Patrick church, seated on a hill or rock, 
stormed by the Lord Iiichiquiri, and 
where there were near seven hundred 
put to the sword, and none savecl but 
the major's wife and his son; there wer^. 
found among the slain of the Irish, when 
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they wcve stripped, divers tlidt had -toils 
sear a quarter iof a yand loi^ , Xhe 
relator, being verytd^dent (tf ibe irmlkif 
this itary, after enquiry; was jensurediof 
the certainty ^thecoof,. by fonfy mUrnXf 
tbat:tC6tified upon fthetr oatbsthey weib 
eye^witnosses, >being present at. the vactioa. 
it is reported akorthat in Spsun tboee^^ 
subh. Another tailed juation/' 
. Xhe story x>f the imracle of .St. (Augufr- 
tine seems to haye gained currency .in 
early times, as we Jearn from a ipassag^ 
in Fuller's Worthies. " IWhen. there. hap< 
^ned in Palestine a, .difference betwixt 
Robert^ br<kher:iif< Saint Lewis king <af 
Fiance, nsnd our William Xoi^pee, JEiarl 
of ISahhutiy, heace :haw the;Fnsndhman 
ihfiult^ our nation/ Matthew iP>am,jA. IK 
,)rg«0/]p. ! 700. r i@ liniidorum* caudaiamfu 
Kbirmidolosttas! quam^beatus, quankimun-* 
tius pfaesens /ibret exercitus, si a eautik 
^r^^aretur ' et^ cauUutis. " t) thfe cawacd* 
iiMKs of these fearfiil ^longtails ! >how 
bnppie, how cleane would this>our armie 
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\iei Wire "h 'butlJtrfge^ ffom 'iaiks {infl 

I might add'the tdtimcmy of Srr John 

Matind^VylCi of'fcCbtribui ihiettiory, ti^ere 

ihefit fiot-^ott'to'ifear, that in Aecori- 

'ii^ptibhs"<fl^^ntihifo&6phiicd readers, hfe 

WbiiW dls^t^6'sd teutih gop3 company. 

T^erels less'ttet'^tyiftAr ©rtipldying aiiy 

'fldUbtfurevltfdn^e/'tfeiitiftisei 'the' Celebrated 

"iit. kdrvcy fe riiy nfe'it 'witness. He 

jiiitrddii'ce^k'^tbl^^ of a tailed -faaition. In 

hils'fbihrih 'EkercMioh de ' Geneiatione 

i*Liiitn'ali(im, 'ehi^fly, It would seem, for 

^h«: sake Of ^Ae^: feet; -Hfof it'Ha^'Vety little 

'cdtinfeiitibri M^ith his'Sdbject. **' t*hirurgus 

qaitfarii,'* 'fealfhHhe learned doctor, ">vlr 

*prbbus, 'ttiihiqUe -iaraiilarf§, -feic . triSh 

'^i-ieritaTi^rfeaiixi ' bM ^dfeHhihi 'nariiVit, 

'iii^ftt^d!»'*ldtto^ Wcis'^ ftiare rcmoti- 

-Mus^^fe radH\fesii '"rfiisei^liddie genus 

^mtti'um •ttlua!at6m^((lti'61ihi^aHbi acci- 

''^itee'apwaT»&UsdniUtti''1egttnu^ e' quibUs 

*tt^t«;'c?jiiit4ih*viV^M(ito'(^t e-ritrh sylvi- 

Vi-,- .> ■■.I if ■ . ..- (!■.*■:. ' .-. • • • 

* Fuller's Worthies. Kent. 
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colae) ipse vidit, . cum, cauda carno^ 
crassa, spithamas longUudines intra du- 
nes ^reS^xa, quas anum &, pudeuda ope- 
.riebat/* , .Slight^ bia^\ar« sufficient JVr 
,nien .of genius ; and we Jpay,, p|ei:^e\Ye 
by the inference \^e are.abqut tq;.a44f 
with bpvy much reason nature i? jealous 
of discovering ^ler mysteries, since Df. 
Harvey baying gotten a tail of, ^ span 
}ong into his. hands, immediate]iy^ fathoizis 
,thc linal cause of the structure \ykb it; 
" Usque adeo. velari ea loca voluit.natura.'' 
This great authority proved a, seasonal>le 
sup|)cut,/o,,the caudatory system, at,i^ 
time wli^aanatomists were much divided 
concerning it. Among some it made 
fSUdi progress, that Caspar Hoffman did 
not scrupjj?, to paU ^^e Os Coccygis, t^ 
mark of a, tail in unJtaiJed anip^als-; 
** cQud4t in non<audatis not(i/^ ^ut, JSXo- 
htir that . , pompous d^clain;ier oa thjB 
dignity of the human £tam^^^,^^^\y 
reprehended flofBman for, this irr^verei^d 
expression, which shoclced his delicacy 
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severely, and moreover touched him in 
a tender part ; 1 mean, his hypothesis 
of the final cause of the sedentary pos- 
ture. ** Homo enim ad sedendi com- 
moditatem," says he, " solus nates habet, 
ut corpmod^ sedere possit ad meditandum 
45t philosophandum. Sedens enim anima 
(ex Aristot. 7. Phys.) prudentior est/* 

Diemerbroeck, an eminent writer on 
the plague, and author of a System of 
Anatomy, in quarto, says, he saw a 
child newly born (in 1638), which had 
a tail a foot and half in length, resem- 
bling a monkey's. The mother told him, 
that she had been frightened by a mon- 
key at an early period of gestation. 

Aldrovandus gives a figure of a mon- 
strous foetus with a tail ; Caspar Schottus 
(in 1662) introduced a tailed man into 
his Choice Collection of Prodigies; what 
a happy time had literary men, when 
philosophical books were made up of 
such diverting extravagancies ! 

In that volume of the Miscellanea 

Vol, II. G 
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Curiosa, published in 16S9, Dr. Micbadi 
Frederic LochncF relate^ a ease of a Puec 
caudatus, which came Uiidlsr his ow.n 
inspection. The story, which must lose 
by repetition, out of the doctor's owa 
quaint Latin, is briefly this* Dr. Lochnei: 
was consulted for the son of a re^ctable 
ftimily, about eight years of age. Whea 
the particulars of his disease were en-^ 
quired into, the parents, instead of aa^- 
swering, shook their heads and. wepfe^ 
The doctor was confounded> till recol- 
lecting, he says,, the T^tulus jurisconsult 
tonus de ventre inspiciendo, he began to 
unbutton his patient's waistcoat ; but the 
patient stopped him, by giving him to 
understand that the complaiht lay else- 
where : on exploring then^ the peccanti^* 
pueriti^ bifolium calendaritmi: (as^ be 
facetiously phrases, it after Barlaaus), he. 
found a taU reflected between the but- 
tocks^ of the length of a man's middle 
finger, and thickness of the tbumh. Xliie 
parents wexe ^desirous of amputation, but 
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that doctor p^naia)tel tiM»r tliat ito in* 
coAvenieDGe wauld atMnd thitf-cirnametit, 
afiif tkusr sa};^^ he, they* mtiri^ peaceab))} 
W'kh their Adeamokis caw^tu^. Me adds, 
that Dr. Ddfvid Zoliicdfer obsert^ed ar 
{similap case at Basil, atvd^ the celdkrated 
dinneatd anotbei^ kt^ Holland. 

Iti another ¥okmi^ of the Miscellanea^ 
Cuiiosa, ta \/f^hk^ £ canttol immediately^ 
]ie£b, a. learned phyisnofan describes a 
puer caudatkifi?^ whom he examined care- 
fiiUty^ in consequence of hearing him 
derided by hfe piay**feUowd, on the sub- 
ject o£ this umluoky afi^yendager 

I miisf regret' my inability to consult 
the Ck>llecti0a de FAcademle Royale de 
Sbienees,^ for a. paper on^ Men with 
Tails^ p^ished^ under the pi^on;iising 
name of Otta Kelbigius. I find a quo- 
tation^ftom an author of this natne, in 
Dr. Lochner's note, asserting the exist- 
ence o£ Homines Caudali in the island o£ 
Bdsmosa. 

* This is a separate work from the Memoinr. 
G2 
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Here the matter appears to have rested^ 
till the year 1771^ when Dr. Guindant 
published his Variaiions dc la Nature dans. 
f Espece Humainf, in which hQ took- 
Qccasion to assert the ^ existence of men 
with tails, and even to corroborate the 
opinion with new examples. One of 
tliese occurred at Orleans, in 1718, where 
the subject, ashamed of his tail, submitt^ 
to an operation for its removal, which. 
cost him his life*. There can be no doubt 
of this fact, because it was taken from the 
Merctire fp.r the moilth of September in 
that year. Doctor Guindant mentions 
two other instancesi at Aix in Provence, 
one of a girl named Martine, the other 
of a Procureur named Be^ard, bnt he does 
not specify the length of their tails. 
And in his extreme zeal for the caudatory 
system, he asserts, that a man's courage 
is not diminished by such an appendage ; 
as a proof of which, he mentions the 
Sieur de Cruvellier of La Ciotat; who, 
though he had a tail, distinguished him- 
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self greatly in some actions against the 
Turks, It is^ rather surprising, that the 
ingenious doctor did not consider the 
extraordinary necessity of courage, in a 
man who has a tail^ as that peculiarity 
must expose him to many affronts. 

Dn Guindant adds, but I fear from 
report, that the southern part of the 
island of Formosa, the Molucca and 
Philippine islands, contain whole races 
<i£ men with tails, and that in the burn- 
ing desarts of Borneo, the greatest part 
of the inhabitants are tailed. 

An experimental philosopher of the 
highest reputation, furnishes another au" 
thority. 

" Travellers make mention of a nation 
widi tails, in the islands of Nicobar, Java, 
Manilla, Formosa, and others/ Kopihg 
relates, that when the ship on which he 
was aboard anchored near Nicobar, a 
number of blackish yellow people, hav- 
ing cat's, tails, came on board.. They 
wanjiied iron in ^exchange for their panots^ 
■ 03 
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hut as nobody vmiAi rtrade wMilhem^ 
ihej .vrrui;^ their birds* heads of^ .and 
eat them ca«r. Bantius saiv &Mn iiie 
mountains, in sthe island Sorneo/^ a 
i^iaition verbose Jails wedre lonly a few inches 
libng, and in idid ^nobaiiaiiaty oniy an 
Q^Qngataon of tfae^Qs (CoccygisL Ptolcuny 
latimady had (made mentiaii of a peofie 
having iaiis,^' &:e. ^cuf 

The latest evadence of such coafypMot* 
tion (ia the case iof ttkiQ schofA^miBatar of 
loii^maas ^ ) is an hwfmia^h und Amsoed 
writer, who has e^i^^tend a iWMt; fitopend^ 
ow hypodbesw on this fftftequal fo\wda- 
tbii ie»f a ^paiu WhzX imidd B^}ef|n> 
'Ass say to all this evidence ? 

O ! que si 1' ane slors» i bon droit misantrqpe, 
^•«iK>it Umxf&c hk mx qu^l ««ai an teinB d'fiiopc, 
De 4;pos icotez, do^t^r^ ^pianit Jl^ Ji^Qg^es ^fi^ 

♦ Ir 'viewiBg 9 siarage dotted jyitb the 9^ 4^ 3 
quadruped, a traveller, intent on wopders, migbt mis- 
take the^ail of bis prey *for a nattoral appendage. 

f Bergman's Fhy8iGaiDe6oriptioB'eftbe£aHh. 

♦ Orig. and Pr«g. of JLang. ^^A. %. u. c. 'iU, 
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Qu' il diroit de boa coeur, sans en etre jalouz* 
Content de ses chardons, et secouant sa tete. 
Ma foi son pins que nous, Pfaomme n'est qu'ane 
bete! 

Ther« are few stcmger proofs of the 
iniiitiUty of single observations^ than this 
alBbk of tlie Homines Caudati. The only 
$olid foundation of a:ny of these stories, 
is an accidentdi 'elongadon of th<e os coc- 
cygis, which we can easily conceive to 
happen, as that hofte consists of four 
pieces : re^andanoies in other parts of 
the body are so fre<}ttent, in monstrous 
cases, that we cannot wonder to find » 
joint ocoasionally added to this part. 
Thus it is, that a few instances of^dwarfe 
afe multiplied by writers into nations ; 
fewer instances of acciden&l mal-confor- 
mation of parts produce other nattoas-^ 
in books. 

Men have complained for many years, 
and we complain at present, of want of 
ftM:ts; y€* it appeafs, that In books of 
good character we find more facts tKan 
tern be credited. Do we ttot want :good 

G 4f 
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observers rather than new facts ? And 
is not the indiscriminate collection of 
facts an encreasing evil ? It is certain 
that in consulting authors on the subjects 
they profess to examine^ we are coin<* 
monly as much disappointefl as Mr. 
Shandy, when he applies to Rubenius 
for the ancient construction of a pair of 
breeches. Chemistry is perhaps improv- 
ing under the fashionably method, bc^ 
cause the principal experiments are fre^r 
quently repeated^ and because its objects 
being permanent, former errors have 
many chances of being discovered ; but 
in other branches of knowledge, the 
number of facts, on the whole, over- 
balances their credibility. It is unfortu- 
nate, that since the means of publication 
}iave been so much facilitated, every 
man thinks' himself entitled to observe 
and to publish. How many collections 
of pretende4 f|»pts are daily offered to 
xpedical men, in which it is happy for 
mankind if the author's weakness be 
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sufficiently evident^ to destroy, at first 
sights the credit of his observations ! 
Writers who publish merely for the sake 
of reputation, may be solid enough for 
those who read for the sole purpose of 
talking, but every man who is in quest 
of real knowledge must lament, that so 
few books are written with a design to 
instruct, and so very many only to sur- 
prise or amuse. 
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T1i6 followiiig; essay consists of prose and verse iDtermixed, a 
practice not very common at present^ which may therefore require 
some explanation. Among the French writers, this mode has been 
snoch used in many celebrated productions ; in this country, the 
excellence of CowIey^s mixed pietes has served rather to deter, than 
Id invite imitation, I recollect only two essays written on this plan, 
the Poiiie Philosopher, and the Essaif on Delicacy, the first by 
Mr. Forrest, and the latter by Dr. Lancaster ^ but' the poetry of 
those gentlemen differed so little from their prose, that the transition 
produced no remarkable effect, |t seems favourable to an author's 
exertions, that he should be obliged to proceed no farther in v«se, 
than his poetical impulse determines him; and Ihiatiipoii a change 
c^ subject, or'a total deficiency of poetical ideas, he should be p^- 
mitted to betake himself to prose. The best poets are unequal, and 
are obliged to admit occasionally weak or insipid verses, for the pur- 
pose of connecting the better parts of their work. But it moil be 
allowed, that many laborious produdtians would have been much 
improved, jf only the happier passages had appeared in the poetical 
form, and the remainder had been printed as plain prose. Much 
fatigue would thus have been spared to the author, and much disgust 
to the reader. It must be owned that there is something imposing^ 
in the appearance of verse; as a noted critic lately mistook th<K 
nonsense.verses in Pope^s Miscellanies for a serious love poem ; but 
my proposal is intended for the relief of a class of writers very dif- • 
Cerent from Pope. 
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HISTORIANS. 

OiNCE English writers have disco** 
^ered the secret of uniting elegance and 
interest with the narration of facts, histo- 
rical comx)ositioos have multiplied greatly 
in the language. The avidity with 
which they are perused was indeed to 
be e^tpected, at a time when the love of 
reading proceeds to a degree of dissipa- 
tion. . In these productions, the reader 
feels his understanding improved, and 
his taste gratified at the same time ; and 
for the sake of those who can only be 
allured hy the dainties of knowledge, 
sopie historians have condescended to 
adopt the style of novellists, and to relieve 
the asperities of negociation and war, by 
tender dialogue and luscious description. 
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If some writers, envious of the treasures 
they mean to impart, have sullenly in- 
volved themselves in Latin, they are 
however not more difficult than those 
who present us with ^enigmatical Eng- 
lish. 

It was very late, before the class of 
historians became a respectable depart- 
ment 6f our litecatuf^; Tim- natitral 
reserve and coldness of our countrymen, 
seems even to have influenced dieir pub- 
lications, and to have made themr sensible, 
of the difficulty of telling the gravest, 
story to the world* Meanwhile, tradi- 
tion^ corrupted by poetry, and othei; 
seductive causes, offered our own history 
to the reader, in a state mora pn[>pep to 
exercise his critical powers^ than tp fui> 
nish him with either agreeablip or useful- 
information. 



Vtcm bards^ inspired by inenict. orCtAtiQ tieen 
Burst fi)rtli the. bloody feud* or yision drear*. 
Till each attendant bagpipe tqutok'd for fear : * 



!■ 



* AlthjF wellosharpau'dthuEob^ firoin^shDceio short. 
The trebles squeak fi»r fear, the bases roar. 

JMFixc Fleckno* 
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They sang Imw FittMac Covl*coittonM)tiM^figk4 
Or Merlin favr'd wkkmoM than ncoftdHngfat. 
Down Time'K knag steam th« dying mnsic floats^ 
And^heato th' imfntianl aav wilfa bffdmi notea* 
LaU'd'hy ^ murmur* anttqnariaitt snoid^ 
Of Highland-apics drtam, and Bruid^lore ; 
Or on the seeming steep, and shadowy plain. 
Hunt the glass*casUe, or Phanician fane-f 

Next doleful ballads troird th' immortal theme# 
Sang to the car, ot whistlM'to the teamrj; 
Tho' wickad wils, from age to. age, reftise 
The bomalfr ditties of the. hobrnail-n^se. 
Long tost, the sport of mountain • air and winds, || 
These P'— y comments, and' these Edwards binds. 
Now fit>m his.stora each mstlesSitival draws 
Thyme's tatnish'd.floimer8» blunt points* and rusty 

saws. 
Till our bright shelves, in gilded pride, display 
The trash our wiser ftitbers threw awa^« 

Our early history shuns.the.judging eye^ 
In convents bred, the urchin learned to lie ; 
White phantoms wave their palms in golden meailk» 
And the pale, school-bay trembles as he reads« 

The later chrbniolers* with little skill«. 
Darkling and dull, drew round th' historic mill. 

* Fingal, 

t Glass-castle.] Vitrified forts in Scotland; and the- 
celebrated ship-4)snples in- Preland; 

{ Stung: to the wheel> and sung unto thf paile. 

Hall's Virgidem. 
[| — «.— rapidis luditurta Y^ntis. Viae. 
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In wild confoaioa stiow'd, S4>pear the feats 
Of shews and b^tles, duels, balls* and treats ; 
Here the rich arms victorioos Edward bore. 
There the round oaths which great Blisa swore : 
And quaint devices, juste, and knightly flames. 
And gay caparisons, and dainty dames. 

The most striking defect in the present' 
figure of history, is not meagreness^ but 
inflation, which distorts her features, and 
confounds her proportions. I-.ike the 
Romany^ who thought it increased his 
dignity to wear robes too long for his 
body, and shoes too large for his feet, 
some of our writers in this style have 
endeavoured to adapt huge words, and 
immeasurable periods to every trifling 
occurrence. 

Such tumid lines a failing age betray. 

As bloated limbs bespeak the hearths decay. 

Some critics, fond of discovering ana- 
logies in science and art, have compared 
history with architecture: in this country, 
the progress of taste in both has some 

* Plin. Epistol* 



Digitized by 



Google 



ENGLISH HfSTORlANS.' 10^ 

degree bf correspondence. The dark 
tales, and wild historical ballads, may 
be compared to the caves and summeif 
bowers of our remote ancestors. In the 
monkish histories, the religious gloom of 
the monastery perpetually overshadows 
us. And indeed, the similarity of old 
histories to Gothic edifices is so impres- 
sive, that we often meet with the thought. 
Two beautiful passages immediately sug- 
gest themselves. Mr. Hayley, in his 
Essay on History, says of Lord Claren- 
don : 

• ." ' . 

Yet shall bis labotirs long adorn our isk, 

• Like the proud glories of some Gothic pile : 
They, tho' constructed by a bigot's hand^ .C ^ 
Nor nicely finished, nor correctly planned,* 
With solemn majesty, and pious gloom. 

An awful influence o'er the mind assume ; 
And from the alien eyes of ev'ry sect 
Attract observance, and command respect. 

Strada, in the second part of his 
Murettis, offers us nearf^ the same imlige 

* This appears to me a harsh censure oi the playful 
elegance, and complex regulavrHy* of Gothic architf c* 
ture* 

Vol. II. H 
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4mi\ colviitur^ q^m, qua^ ^gi^fi^ 
suiH (^per^; ^^i^ ekga^n;!;^; sip illf^ in* 

v^iajoi;^!!^ ^bpt veoj^ratip^eir^ aq ^^eniv* 
Tfa pursue tb^ fig^r<?f ^^if^ worlf^ qf 

reig^ of J5»mes l. ro^y. b)?= <:qqap»irc<l 
tft % old, b;^r9ni^l cast^ s^iffopg 9^ 
<^^?^» ^ of d^k an/[^ qircui^K p^ 
sages, but interesting by the very mela^f 
choly which they inspire, la tl^ese 
comppaitioju^p thftgljinjw^ii^s^^ 
obscure ^j^planations, and the iaacbiicial 
combinatioif of iocideiits^ remind^ Vft of 
Gray's, 

And passages which lead to notbiog** 

: , I 

As the st,ud55 qif the Qr^ an4 l^» 
Writers prevaUed among vs, a mixed 
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style l¥a& iotroduced^ aimilar. to that 
ivhkli we condemn in buildings of the 
^¥(enteeQikh c^iatury; where we perqeive 
aa uiiducoesBful sittempt to combine an^ 
cicfit eleganee with inodem rudeness* 
Wbere an (^namentt beautiful in itself, 
k olteii misjplaced^ »0 as to appear ridi* 
CHkms; the aj:ti^ for example^ tritns- 
l^rriiig those decorations which would 
hare graced the nobler parts of the 
^ifi^ei to add to the eaoraH^y of an 
over-grown chimney.. 

A^len^h the a^ra of ele^nt simplicity 
ai^riyei^ when o^r writeis and artists 
becansHir eonvioced^ that th^ ea&iest me* 
thod of excelting, consisted in a clos^ 
imitattQn of the models of antiqAiity, 
We haw seen good taste carried nearly 
to its poiot of perfection ; and ate great 
€^x«rl9^on6 seeai!^ to. exhaust the moral, as 
well as the physical world, we have 
perfoipd wknessaj the first symrpdoms'of 
iis dtecay. Rob6rtson was siiiiple arid 
correct; Hume was more lofty> uniform,^ 
H 2 
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and approiached the point of Attic ele- 
gance. But other authors have thought 
it necessary, to cover their marble with 
gold and azure ; in their avidity of beau- 
ties, they have amassed the most incon-* 
gruous figures, and have blended them 
in one glare of barbarous magnificence** 
An excess of polish and refinement, 
among other inconveniences, tempts the 
historian to suppress or vary the strong, 
original expressions, which trying occa* 
sions extort from men of genius. Yet 
these, infinitely superior to phrases which 
have cooled in the critical balance, al- 
ways form the brightest ornaments of a 
well-composed history. They transport 
our imagination to the scene, domesti- 
cate us with eminent men, and afford \is 
a kind of temporary existence in other 
ages. Few of our writers, excepting 

* Such writers oblige us to recollect Qnintiiian's 
ohseryation respecting figures; " sicut ornant oratio* 
hem opporton^ positee, ita iNSfXissisiAs esse pam 
Immodic^ petiuHur*'' 
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Uayd, have attended sufficiently to the 
preservation of these flaslies of sentiment, 
and intelligence. A single word some- 
times conveys as much information of 
character and principles, as a whole 
dissertation. An old French historian, 
for example, in describing the punish- 
ment of some peasants, defeated in an 
insurrection, by an officer of the Empe- 
ror's, in 1525, displays the ferocious 
intolerance of that time by one epithet 
*^ II punit grievemment les prisonniers, 
signamment les meurtriers du Comte 
d' Helfestein, et entre autres un, sur 
lequel il pratiqua une 6ENT1LLE inven- 
tion. Le criminel fut contraint amasser 
un tas de bois, autour d' un posteau, 
fich^ au milieu d' une grande place, 
auquel puis apres on le lie, d' une chesne ^ 
portant un peu outr6 le bois. Ainsi 
quand Y executeur eut allum^ le feu de 
toutes parts, le malheureux courpit autour 
se rotissant peu a peu luy mesme.''* 

* LaT8t), Hist. Aeu Guerres Civiles* jp-^^*. 

us 
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When a prevalent taste for a oertab 
smoothness and splendor of sty^ie is esta^ 
bliriied, the value of suoh a deconitim 
is easily over-rated. And writers, capa- 
ble of doing good service by a laboriotts 
union of facts, are compelled- to waste 
their exertions, in imitating those fiivou- 
rite turns of expression, which they can 
never incorporate with their own diction, 
by the Wrongest mechanical efibrts. It 
gives pain to a good-natured reader, to 
see his author engaged in such unavail- 
ing struggles ; for some persons can no 
more acquire a good style, than a grace- 
ful manner, and in both instances, the 
affectation of unattainable graces only 
adds distortion to clownishness. 

Vain such a boast of polishM style^ 
We seem to hear the rasping file 

As thro' the laboor'd lines we drudge } 
If sullen nature grace deny. 
Not Vestr!s can the fauft supply. 

Nor win to praise the lineering j«iidge. 

Indeed, if an elegant writer adopt a fa- 
vourite class of metaphors, it is pursued 
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ta ^M^in^^dh iff his iiditiitors. At 
one triite, aH <><ccuHi6frce!s t^6 Itkb k 

lately, they hiAit mcAhUA k ^t^. At 
ptesin^, fi^ht aUd diki^kMte ai% ^ fih 
vrwirite s6t»c^s of fi^iHs. ftveiy subjltet 
b #«Mt)t0»5; or shaded; and eVefyr imthtofk^/ 
ptdU<l to «^ibit hh hiit&ofVr ^^ nooili ^ib 
Dl«>geto^, i^ dspit to ^' hdd kb finrU^ 
caildle tb the sub."* 

WiHHi ah histoiridA iherdy trandaftes 
in p^eh-work, like K6o)les (whom l)f. 
J'chntori haf? uhfortunat^^ dragged into 
notice, by ihjudicibU^ praise), he t& eas^ 
iliisted \c^ihe ibrmtal tratk of thosb gtaVe 
authors^ who ti:ieat all piatts of thiril: sub- 
ject in the sime niatiher. When the 
stofy thus cbmes uhexjiect^y to a full 
stop, a veiy ludicirbus surprise ofiten ibl- 
lows the most tragical history. To avoid 
the oftencie of particulat applicadon, I 
shall tr^ liai6 ^fect of abstracting such ar 
]^ai^^ ttfiftci LaVid, whom I have just 

*' 'Young's Love o^ Fame. 
'h4 
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quoted. It relates to the siege of Po*^rs^ 
by Uie Freocli Protestants^ in 1569. 
. *' On the 24?th of August^ the festival . 
of St. Bartholomew, the h^iegers began, 
early la the mornings to batter in breach,- 
with twenty-two pieces of cannon ; and 
fired all day without intermission, . so 
briskly that the whole city shook. They 
seemed determined , to overturn «very 
thing, by so furious an attack, for they 
had never raged in such a manner before; 
and it was said, that this waa their last 
effort, if we could r^st which, there 
would be nothing mori? to apprehend.. 
They were so diligent, that they fired 
near eight hundred cannon shot that day; 
so that several officers declared, that con- 
sidering, the number of thqir gun^ it wa^. 
impossible lo keep \ip a more terrible 
discharge. . 

. " The garrison expected the assault, 

£^bout two or .three iO'dock in the. after-. 

*noon, when it was ^supposed tliat tlie 

breach would be practicable; and in 
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h&/}»hQul hMf an hour past one, it was 
so large, that for more tban an hundred 
paipes,^ a man on horseback, in complete 
armour, fuigbthaKre entered it without 
difficulty.. About that time, tlierefore, 
the w^my.df^w up in order of battle, ort; 
the rising ground of the suburb, covered 
in fropt bya: wall^ which ex^nds 'from 
St. Cyprian to the said /suburb. They 
were all in white surcoats ^^ -• - and we 
could see thfeir office's .flying from rank, 
to rank, haranguing and encouraging 
them. They seemed to. threaten,' at:tbe 
same, time, the Pr61' Abbesse and Pont 
Joubert, which, notwithstanding the jji- 
undation, they expected to; force: they 
had also on this side another ditisian of 
their troops, who were in &li expectation 
of supping ia.thti town, and called to our 
people to get- ready, for - them. - - - - In 
themeao time, they fired: from all their 
batteries/ especial^, on those .places which. 
they designed toSitiaickr.s ■ - 
. ".The poor townspeople, though quite 
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ttAdCCustomed to mc& ikistui^^ w»e ii9^ 
deffl^igable in c^tfyit% betfes idficiwe% 
bamiB^ and otilMir thflngfi^ l» ocMTer dMf 
breach* Every one cU4 i^s ilmy» withour 
being terrified by mexA^ hk nekghb&M 
fall, --^^ A single bollM wouid eiMy ai^ 
four or firvtt good soldiec»i^ and ^miefd* 
poor people^ warkMeA> »id odMfcFfev WfeM^ 
kiUed wbile tbey were Uisiy in f tfslAng 
die breach; white the nobility wh» vr&e 
present were covered with the Uodd*^ 
the dain, yet kej>t thetir pobts to en^ 
courage the men^ It i$ a «eribin iou^ 
thdt seteral person^ were^ kiUed between^ 
the.legs of die SieuiB du Lude and d^ 
RutSfec, 90 that theiT dothe^ were dyed^ 
in bloody yet they did not quit the 
breach^ but ^w^ thcntoelveB oH drt: 
top of it^ to evince didr aiaortty tt»> 
encounter the enemy***-*- When ih^cfr 
$aw what countmance the mfemy fcept^^ 
the alarm^be^l wan ning^.to gi^e nottee 
of the assault, andtheSrSi deOuise and: 
du Lude, having ordeml every ofte to 
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Im ^ost^ took, respectively, the diarge 
<rf the iM'eaGhes^ one of that of Pr6 
Y Abbesse, and the whole of that face ; 
the other, of that which was made that 
day> between St. Radegonde atid St. 
Sulpice; both very targe, and difficult 
to be defended. 

The Italians foe^g prepared to go to 
the breach, and harangued by one of 
their leaders, swore on the crucifix 16 
die sooner than to fiiil in thdr duty. 
And before' they took their post, fklling 
on their knees, in the church of St. 
Radegonde, they devoted themselves to 
God with such eamestness> that the by- 
standers could not refrain from tears. - - -- 
' " In the mean time, the principal 
ladies of Poitiers retired into the casde, 
and betook tfi«nselves to their prayers 
with great fervency. A strong body of 
horse patroled the streets, to prevent dis=- 
ordei-s, andeompel the people to assist 
in the defence. Every thing thus pre-^ 
pared/ Mr. de Gurse and his brother. 
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with a good troop of brave men, giuunded 
all the breaches of Pr6 V Abbesse and 
Pont Joubert (where the town was open 
to an assault), and at the grand breach, 
newly, made^ was the Count du Lud^ 
who defended the centre, vnih the Sieur 
de Ruffec and other gentlemen on bis 
right. The Sieur de Montpezac, i^ith 
some gentlemen of his dependance, was 
stationed on the left. 

'* The enemy, who, from the rising 
grounds, saw almost every thing that 
passed in the town, perceiving the firm 
countenance which the garrison shewed, 

DID NOT COME TO THE ASSAULT.*' 

However ridiculous this lame and 
impotent conclusion may appear, it is 
yet more inconvenient, that historians, 
fond of a figurative style, are extremely 
averse to deliver any fact, in a manner 
intelligible to readers less instructed than 
themselves. They often notice an im- 
portant event, as a possible case, and 
tempt the reader, from the plain road 
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of narration, into pleasing and sportful 
fields of digression, where he is some- 
times arrested by a display of tlie ^* non- 
vulgaris eruditio/* and sometimes by ex- 
hibitions not very suitable to the dignity 
of history. 

^ Let us suppose an author of this class 
to describe some event, which he desires 
to rescue from obscurity, such as the 
taking of Cashel in Ireland, during 
Cromwell -s usurpation; a fact equally 
illustrious with many, which the in- 
dustry of modern historians has deigned 
to illuminate. 

" A numerous body of natives, dis- 
trusting the mercy of the victors, had 
fortified themselves on the steep and 
difficult hill of Cashel, in the county of 
Tipperary, A royal residence, converted 
by the piety of its monarch into a mag- 
nificent cathedml, and once dignified by 
the priestly functions of the Prince of 
Munsterj offered at once the means of 
defence, and the motives of resistance* 
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A generous enemy would have respected 
the att^chntents of patriotism and rdi* 
gion; but Ireton had leari^ied to^ despise 
the impression of epi^opil grandeur* 

'' Op the northern $ide of the, choir, 
was elevated one of those lofty, conical 
towers^ which have exercised the genius 
of antiquaries; respecting their origin and 
destination* The most pvohable opiqion 
assigns them tp the sect of St^ki$^ 
anchorite^ who to withdraw thjeir atten-* 
tion }pnuore completely from siihl^nary 
objects^ mounted the spiring 4sqmmit of 
a tower or pillar, and comsuined the 
revolving yeans of a> wonotonus existence, 
in gazing intently on ih^ bfjaveirfy bo^s^ 
Sq^e, of the. ancj^ent philQ^phicaL aet^ts^ 
received their demiiiMi^tianfii fromi th^ 
{^€$: of imtru^ien : these hidy men, 

* ." Dr. Campbell, ia his Philosophical Survey of 
thcSoath of Ireland, supposed these totrersr to havte 
1leert.briiBe«, Wiluse he found; Wis or beH-«op^ in 
mpsit of those which he had i^een. . Ptmi hoc,, etgo prof^ 
ter hoc, Xfear, is bad logic. The b^st view of one of 
these- towwfr, is-ii* the VirhJ0ii'8-Sftiscum> platexiir/* 
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«3«f)de9C«Q4iq8^ ib this instance, to follow 
« hefithf^n example, t#Qk the nswe of 
pm^jH^UnUiNers^ from the seat of tbeir 

<< $ii)(i^n> a shepherd of Syria^ founded 
t)^ s^ m the eighth century. Perliaps^ 
9fi ^upGTsifiiQn is strotagly imitative, the 
HUati^nties of Simeon drew tlieir origin 
fjrpvA t^e laysteriaus exercises, annually 
|^off9e4 IP Syria^ on elevations appa^ 
I'^Tftly T^ different in their original 
dfi^^. f'rem the traditional honoijirs 
of the cpli^ss;^ sycabols, dedicated by 
l^cbu3 tQ Junoy in the sacred city,* 

« M See the trealise Ttspi rm Xn^n; huy inserted 
ankHUg Lndaii's pieces, la the description of the 
temple of Hierapolis^ the author, wjioerer he was, 
treate at some length of these nngalar antiquities. 

** ' uoi fotiRL^oi h ttmfi f? ram mpowi^kaum din 
uoftc^ fuyokfu nri ran nrtrfOfifta TOioi3f *! vryty^^nrTai, 

Wt^Aft ♦AAAOTS AI0NT2OS 
Wmu MHTHPi ANE0HKA. 

C^llcr monumentSji of a similar kind» erected in th^ 
milie t^omple^ to B^cchns, contained the nofO^wfi^rMf or, 
m theiUQiiHii: Ifiiigaafeof th^antiqqmaii. (fi>r I cannot 
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an imagmatimi inftanied byfeotitude and 
a burning sky,* would pant after the 
pure and privileged region of watchful 
seclusion. But even in Syria, it became 
necessary to shelter the candidate Tor 
ascetic honoui's, in his permanent resi- 
dence, when the places of the inanimate . 
Neurospasta were supplied by the vigour 
of living saints. The majestic emblem 
was therefore excavated, and a winding 
staircase facilitated the access of the 
votary. Perhaps an arched roof com- 
pleted the figure, and the hermit, ele- 
vated on thq mystical sumniit, enjoyed 
the visionary . raptures of his proximity 

suspect Luciau of writiDg such a cold catalogue of 
absurditiefi) m/ipa^ fJUHfiis m ^>^ vrBvotTymuf, iuyao^ 
(nioia i^ovrctf. He adds, that one of the colossal ^o^Aoi 
was yearly ascended, by a man who remained pn the 
summit for seven days. The reader who wishes to 
know how such a monuipent, three hundred cubits 
^ high, according to the original, or e?cn thirty, by the 
correction of criticism, could be ascended without the 
aid of steps, or any security for the feet, may consult 
Reitzius*s excellent edition of Lucian, torn- iii. p. 475 
ivhere his curiosity will be amply gratified/* ' 
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^d superior intelligences. Such an edifice, 
in the hour of danger, could only serve 
to descry the approach of an enemy, 
marked by the* progress of terror and 
desolation. On minds rendered fierce 
and sanguinary,' by the habit of deciding 
theological differences with the point of 
the sword, the religion pf antiquity could 
not operate; and if the regiment of 
Irichiquin was destined to the attack, it 
was jprobably designed to weaken the 
imputation of cruelty; which an English 
cortiinander would have incurred by the 
refusal of quarter." * 

Our passion for oriental history, and 
the peculiar character of the specimens 
with which we have been favoured, must 
remind the most careless observer of the 
distorted railing, shapeless pavilions, and 
gilded dragons, which the love of what 
Was caviled Chinese architecture poured 

''^ 'Mn tbe extermmation of the garrison, insult wa» 
«dded to outrage: the yictors pretended, that anion^ 
the slain, several homines caiiddti were discovered/' 

Vol. II. I 
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i1U9.9Hr.6Qj4? and gi^d^t^, a jfew yi»t^ 
^g9- In^ecfi^ (Jie attraction of floif^tjr, 
h^yy^yer IVid^QU^ \^^ ^roceieded SQ %, 
|J)aJ in r,¥a4ing-«>iB€ Is^ prpdUcMQRfc 
qi^ patifi^t »vofd thinking of the SM^Uiai^ 
Priiipq, \yh(t Bwrrouiided hi? v,UW with 
^|;it*4^^ pf roojttejt^rs, ftply remarkahte by? 
»h0 qxjrpwi?npss pf thpir disitanQp frc«n. 
truth ancj p;;obaW^lr^y» 

But| tired of this extrav^gaiice;, wg 
now begin to recal the Qothic labours o^ 
our anoe^^or? intq our pl^ure-grounds ; 
we crovyn the artificial ajpiind with the 
shivered donjon; arid wind the ivy round 
tl)e unfinis^d/pinuacles of the mimic 
abbey* Ayhil^ gpod ta&te is contented, 
with ^iipo ply restoring the trace? of ancient- 
grandeur, caprice disfigures whatever it. 
attempts to embellish, and prefers ah* 
surdity of invention to correct imitation. 
So it has fared with thpse who have 
revived select portions of English history^ 
mingled with a certain degree of senti- 
ment and fiction. In some of these 
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attempts, the small chasms of private 
history are &Q dextrowly supplied, and 
the bare line of general narration is sq 
happily ornamented, that we readily give 
up QUdT faiicy to a deiusion, which in- 
structs while it imposes on us. In the 
inferior produictions of this kind, all 
intricacy and distress revert to the com- 
mon peace-breaker pf novels, love. All 
statc-mysterie? and revolutions are im- 
puted to some sighing damsel in her ruff 
and farthingale : 

Some whisker'd peer, with song and sonnet big ; 
So^e teixiier Daixi0n> in hk lion-wig; 

and the author, presuming on his reader's 
inadvertence, does not scruple to bestow 
youth, aiid the hearts of young ladies on 
a paralytic senator, or to represent a 
beauty as inexperienced and fmil in her 
^rand climacteric. An anachronism of 
thirty or forty years, however injurious 
to ancient characters, is easily over- 
looked : 

I 2 
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Thus harshly Maro treats the Tyrian dame : 
Tho* sev'ring time protects her spotless fame : 
Safe from the pious chief^s impated \\ut. 
Scarce ev'n their skeletons could mingle dust 
Ye beauteous maids, who fire the modern lay^ 
With merit humble, and with virtue gay. 
The' with such sacred heat your charms allure. 
That ev'ry melting thought but runs more purcu 
(A'S, on Helvetian hills, the virgin -snow 
Takes its fine polish from the solar glow) 
Yield your soft pity to the injured shade. 
Whom VirgiPs arms, disdaining time, invade. 
No guiding angel taught her to descry. 
Thro' fabled dreams, the ruler of the sky ; 
No hope yet fann'd the soul's immortal flame. 
Her hell was censure* her religion fame. 
Of these short hopes, ye poets, what abuse ; 
Penelope is chaste,* and Dido loose ! 

It must be owned, however, that in 
the passion for restoring ancient beauties, 
some deception has taken place. If an 
author,-f- professing to vindicate the cha- 
racter of an unfortunate princess, has 
thought proper to falsify the features of 

* Tradition has made very firee with the character 
of this lady, notwithstanding the praises bestowed on it 
by Homer. In some parts of Greece, altars were raised 
to her, as the patroness of promiscuous intercourse. 

t Dr. Stuart, in his Hist, of Scotland. 
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a medal yet in existence,* what credit 
shall we give to his account of circum- 
slances which he could only know by 
conjecture? Some of the champions in 
this cause have, displayed great abilities, 
and great charity; and nobody, 1 ima* 
gine, could be more surprised by the 
result of their enquiries, than the un- 
happy subject of .them. 

Coald she from cold oblivion peep. 

And see her modern portrait shine. 

So pure, so holy, so divine. 
Round which cv'n wits and scholars weep ; 
The nymph, who on the mountain's steep 

Once more adom'd poor Darnley's brow f 
Would rouse her from her tedious sleep. 

With msuiy a hymn, and many a vow ; 
. And drawing from her bosom deep 

Those tales 'bout which historians vary, 
Beg» while her humble sinews bow. 

Protection from the new St. Mary . 

* See the profile of Queen Mary, in that work, 
where' the features are. very different from the pinched 
cheeks an4 turned up nose of the celebrated medal, 
from which it is said to be taken. It is a curious fact, 
that the portrait alluded to, is copied from a profile of 
Julia Gon«aga. 

t A tradition, from which a hill, in the neighbour- 
hood of Linlithgow^ takes the denomination of Cocn 
U Rojf. 

I 3 
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By the uncertainty of histoncal truths 
and by the appearance of Successi which 
in certain periods, attends the worst mett, 
and the most wicked designs, some have 
been induced to prefer romantic to real 
history, us the more favourable to virltie. 
But fiction is always more feeble than 
truth; for the most difficult ta^k of ima- 
gination, is the invention of incidents; 
and those who wish to improve by 
experience, cannot be too accurate in 
determining the real connection of the 
facts, from which they are to conclude. 
A fable may illustrate i moral apoph- 
thegm, but can add no force to a poli- 
tical maxim. 

Some eminent philosopliers, on the 
contrary, attaching too much importance 
to mathematical denaonstration, have 
wished to confine the knowledge of 
history to certain undeniable facts, and 
would deprive us of some of its most 
engaging passages, to prevent the possi* 
bility of deception. But the essence of 
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It'-is^W^^rly ittlposgifeie to- 'tMnlfnil ihe 
result of dtii- d^ir latrdbt^s Htto \h\i iA!iV^§ 
of others, who have not qualified them- 
selves for their reception by the neces- 
sary degree of previous research. Or, 
if they are understood, they can only 
furnish the reader with an author's opi- 
nions, of which he knows not the foun- 
dation, and that can never become active 
sources of knowledge, like those which 
he might obtain by his own exertions. 
After all, how small is the class of 
readers, who study history, with the 
expectation of acquiring virtue or expe- 
rience ! To those who are destitute of 
the habits and discipline of literature, 
history is litde better than a splendid 
pantomime, where some of the spectators 
are delighted with the dexterity and bold- 
ness of the hero, others with the magni*- 
ficence of the scenes, and the astpnrshing 
I 4 
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changes of the macbioery; from,. such 
an entertainment, the, majority .cany 
away, perhaps, as many moral impres- 
sions, as they would receive from the 
study of Thucydides or Davila^ 
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ON THE ORIGIN OF THE MODERN 
ART OF FORTIFICATION- 

XT is generally agreed, among mili- 
tary writers, that the method of fortifying 
places with bastions was introduced into 
Italy, about the beginning of the six- 
teenth century. But the author of this 
great change in the art of war has never 
been accurately traced* I have been 
induced, by Folard*s reflections on this 
subject,* to make some enquiry into it, 
the result of which will perhaps surprize 
the reader. 

The first bastions which were seen in 
Europe, were constructed by the Turks, 
for the defence of Otranto, in Apu.lia^ 

« Hist, de Pt>lyb«> tonl. iku pk 8^ & SM}« ' 
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which they occupied, from the time of 
their invasion, in 1480, to a late period 
in the succeeding year.* They de- 
fended this place against the whole power 
of Italy, and only capitulated in conse- 
quence of the death of Mahomet II* 
After their departure, the Italians were 
surprized to find works of a new appear- 
ance; and Guillet-f says, that their gene- 
ral, Trivulzio, recommended an imita- 
tk)n of them to the Christian engineers. 
1 have Unfortunately mislaid a reference 
to an Italian writer, who corroborates 
the fact. 

To th6 Turks, then, we owe this im- 
provement ; and it becomes a matter of 
curiosity, to inquire by what means they 
Were led to its adoption. * 

It had occurred to me, many years 
ago, that Tacitus had described the walk 
of Jerusalem, as constructed in some 
degree, on the modern principle of a 

* Folard, Marator, Annal. torn, xxiii. p. 1688. 
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flanking defence; But finding that Fokrd 
ridiculed the idea, I had given it up; 
till some observations in the Memo'u^ of 
1?rince Eugene, lately published, and an 
examination of a passage, mis-quoted by 
Folard, renewed my first opinion. 

* Qui croirait', says the prince, * que 
^ j'ai appris. quelque chose des Turcs, jet 

* que ies Turcs aient appris quelque chose 
^desRomains? Cela leur est rest6, je 

* crois, des colonies, comme 1^ formes 

* etrusques des Vases, des cruches qtiort 

* trouve chez chaque paysan/ This is 
said, on the subject of field-intrench- 
ments, which he had learned from the 
Turks to raise to the height of twenty 
feet. The passage in Tacitus, to which 
I have alluded, run? as follows. 

/' Duos coljes iij immensum editos 
^' claudebant muri per artem obliqui, 
•' aut introrsus sinuati, ut latera oppug- 
*' nantium ad ictus patescerent. Extrema 
" rupis abrupta^ et turres, ubi mons ju- 
" visset, in sexaginta pedes, inter devexa 
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'? ID centenos vicenosq^ie attolbbantur i 
" mira specie^ ac pnocul intuentibus pa^ 
M res. AUa iotus maania, regia& circum* 
•f jecta^ c<M>spicuoque festigio turns, An- 
** tenia in hoaQr^m M. Antonii ab Herode 
«« appellata^."* 

The pnly words in this passagi^^ which 
can admit of any dispute, are, " oWiqui, 
aut intorsus sinuati/^ which Folard trans* 
lates, by *' salient & re-entering angles/* 
and which he discredits, because, he says^ 
Joseplius has given a difterent account 
of the works. But it is clear, that Jose* 
phus, after mentioning the otlier walls, 
describes the three towers, erected by 
Herod, on the old wall, in a manner 
corresponding to that of Tacitus; only 
that he omits to notice the curvatures of 
the works. I shall quote a part of his 
apcoimt, the whole being too long for 
insertion. 

*^ Now as to these three towers, the 
^^ height was prodigious, and yet the 

* lacit. Histor* lib. v. 
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V ^^ x^ , mr^ m^ Xkpon^ a»d« it 
ff^rpct^4, i^nw a Tfiry Irigh. piece of 

" that was yet thi^jf |(pMbite jfcghff than - 

''^ies^ j^m>f?il4f5 ft)jr tJie a^at^iak th^y 
" were mj^die q^ th*n fp^ the structure- 
^? The stpji^.werfi neithpr common, nor 
" of a weight to be removed with hands: 
*<. but of whitf? TO*rJ>te i^ut into bloclw of 
<' twenty pijifeite iQng, ten iij WieAdtb,. arid 
'* five cubits. deep; apd. j^Q.MiffciaHy pvtt 
^ together, ^hfi^t tji^e wpre no joints to 
1' be seen, b«t evwy distinct tower laoke* 
** liKe one entirie piece/^* 

VillalpftfkduSf w^ho foUowed Josephus 
chiefly, \m a^Q omitted to notice the 
flanks. 

But Ta^ilus Uired at the time of the 
siege of Jerusalem; he probably had 

♦ Josephus, translated by 1' Estrange* Bookvu 
chap« vi 
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conversed with officers who served under 
Titus ; and he has described the ^orks 
With more appearance of .military know- 
ledge than Josephus, vj^ho* was only 
an^ious'to boast the magnificence of their 
structure. There is cciijainly no contra- 
diction between them. 

Animianus Mar'cellinus furnishes a niost 
curious passage, which, if' we may de- 
pend on it, shews that flanking defences 
had existed, long before this celebrated 
siege. 

In speaking 6f the campaign of Sapof, 
king of Persia, in Mesopotamia, h^ adds J 
" VTRTAM adoriri disposuit, munimen- 
" tum valde vetustum, »t aedificatum a 
<* Madedone credatur Alexaif>^rr6, in ex*- 
"tremo quideni Mesopptatriice situm,'sed 
** muris yelut Sinuesis circiimdatum et 
•* ComutiSf instructioneque Varia inac- 
'* cessum/** . . .: . 

I strongly suspect that Folard had 

* Lib. 3Cx. c. vi. ■ 

The instructio varia maty (have beeli siAals^gous to the 
intvlcate Gateways of the East, 
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never examined this passage; because 
he remarks on it^ that the historian must 
have been mistaken ; for, although the 
town was (old, the walls were not. On 
the contrary, the pointed expressions of 
Ammianus lead us to suppose, that the 
genius of Alexander had anticipated this 
principle of defence, by many centuries. 
All this positiveness, on the part of Folard, 
atose from a misapprehension, owing to 
his ignorance of the ancient languages, 
and' his prcwieness to accommodate every 
thing to the recent state of fortification. 
He could understand nothing but redents, 
by the words 'sinuosi, and cornuti,' Imt 
I conceive that they convey a different 
meting. 

In CORONELLi's ISOLARIO, and in his 
description of the Morea, we see con- 
cave flanks, which form segments of 
considerable circles in the curtins, instead 
of straight lines ; and these I apprehend 
to resemble the sinuosities mentioned 
both by Tacitus, and Ammianus. That 

VOL^II. K 
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they were ,cof>ied firom more ancient 
buildings, which no longer exist, is 
highly probable. I refer the reader par^ 
ticularly to the views of Lepanto and 
Cerigo in Onronelli, iox examplses. of this 
construction* The expressioni ' camu- 
tm^ used by Amn:iianuS| is particularly 
descriptive of thb kind of work ; though 
it has been applied, by modern Latin 
writers on military affairs, to the born- 
work. 

By attending to the curious work of 
Procerus, TUfi KTMTMnwFt we aie enabled 
to ascertain the date of sevend deviations 
fram the ancient mode of fortification^ 
and of approaches to the modem method. 
When the emperor Justinian adopted a 
defensive sy$teai» on the eastern frontier^ 
by the construction or repair of fortresses^ 
mid by fortified lines, he bestowed par* 
ticular attetntion on tl% re^ification oi 
jyjkBJk., in Mesopotamia. As the {^ce 
was threatened by the Barbariam^ he 
durst not opea k; by demojy[ii«g the 
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ancient walis ; dedicrefcre siu'i>ouQd64 
thpm with an mit^r, lower walls or 
vaamur^ which in m»e modem tiQies« 
occopiedthe Bering and beotme the 
Faus9B-braye.* At the bottom of each 
of the tDwers, he construeted a square 
work; and thus gave oHgin, at once, 
to bastioned towers, and to the square 
bastiop ; of the latter, vestiges appear to 
Jh^ir^ existed, ei?^ in the seventeenth 
century. -f* He introduced, also, the 
fouild-titrretsin the middle of the towers, 
of which Conwuy cmdp afift>rd$ examr 
fdes. 

He constructed* m thfi level ground, 
where the enemy might eas^^rj^proach, 
to the 9oytfawiuxi, an adv^qced ditch^ in 
form of a hal^-^mpon, in front of the 
yaumuc, and resting on the wall at it$ 
extromUii^. Tbl^ ditch was lin^d par- 
tially by a lower wall, and was, in fact, 



« 



P^ 30,31. cap. i. lib. ii. 
* t See toticb* dc Rebus Germantbis, T- i. View of 
Saxenbausen. 

K 2 
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an out-work, resembling very much the 
Fer-a-cheval, , only perhaps of a larger 
size. I shall quote Procopius's words, 
as Mr. Gibbons has only mentioned it 

generally. Taippw dh amra folfpoet^, ^Sfotr ti Mm 

T« 9f9Tuxio'fjiari TO %ifai smi^sv^ viaroi ymv ^tapxSi 
VAV^n^o^Eiv;, affarov re vaniiroffiv jotg voXBfuoif Mtroer- 
flffjquvoi^ ^ /Mipa ii iuntK 'tis irro^ %poTeixt<r(M ^fuvof 
irgpcv. St a Bptfeki^ h voXio^iria fpovpouai VmfAOtot th te 
Vipi0o}^ Hat vporeixi<riAcetoi ri? rt^H affwrtfntan£gy href 

In fortifying Martyropolis, in Mi^a* 
potamia, Justinian terrassed the space 
between the old and new walls ; this was 
another advance in the art.* 

At what precise time the improvement 
was made, of presenting an angle of. the 
square tower to the cduntry, instead of 
the face, I am not able to point out. 
It seems to have been first suggested^ by 
the superior chance which it afforded, 
of eluding the impression of the battering 
ram. In Cassa*s views of the walls of 

* p. 55. 
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Pola^ this constructtim appears, in the 
ancient foundations, as well as in the 
modem superstracture.* This, with the 
talus given to the wall, were the imme- 
diate fore-runners of the Bastion. 

It appears then, that, from the time 
of Justinian, Mesopotamia became the 
school of the arts of attack and defence 
relating to sieges. The places, originally 
fortified against the Persians, fell subse- 
quendy into the hands of the Turks, who 
made their progress chiefly by sieges; 
and in the course of their long and 
sanguinary struggles, after the introduc- 
tion of artillery, the invention of the 
bastion seems to have arisen, from the 
models of flanking fortification, of which 
they had become possessed. During the 
reign of Mahomet il, the Turks were in 
the fuli tide of their military glory. 
They threatened, at that time, the con- 
quest of Germany and It?ily, as well as 

* Mr* Morier observed this construction in the towers 
ofKhor, in Persia. 

K 3 
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of the Greek Islaods; ikm: w<is the dan^ 
ger of the oontineot av^ed, till the battle 
ofLepanto. 

Tfae personal character of Mahomet lU 
favoured improvementB m the A€t$ pf at* 
tack and defence^ in a renaarkAble degree. 
He may 1>6 considered^ m this respect^ 
as the fore-rurlner of Louis XIV. Guillet 
ascribes to him the invention of mortars.^ 
In arranging the si^ge of Copstantinoplei 
he exhausted the military science of his 
^g^^*t Guillet even asserts^ that cross* 
lotteries weie employed by the Turks 
on that occasion^ but he ascribes the 
suggestion of thf^ practice to an Hun« 
garian4 

Badetus has hinted generally^ that 
Scanderbeg, the distinguished s^vexsary 
of Mahomet, endeavoured to fbiftify his 
places against the recent inyentiqn of 

, * T. i. p. 16. 
t !"• H5. 

n Lib. 7. * 
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artUlery ; but here we find the undoubted 
origin of the talus in military works. 
'* Ad Portam ipsam urbis turrim ingen- 
^' tern solidissimam construxeie, mm ta- 
'* men praj-ecta facks murorum relicta^ 
'^ «€ opportuna injuria^ esset, sed veltui 
^ JACENS, utfaciUus eluderet ictus machir 
*• narum.''^ 

This passage, relating to the fortifica*- 
tions of Crpye, which has be^n over* 
looked by Guillet, lurnishes a moist curi» 
ous epoch in the improvement of military 
science* Barletus adds, '^ nos a forma 
'^ pedis Scarpam vulgari magis proprio 
'' vocabulo eum appellamus/' From 
these e^tpressions, we may not only infer 
that this advanced work was the original 
bal^moon of engineers, but we also 
deduce from hence the term M:arpt 
which, still sub^sts, to denote the slope 
of the ditch* The date of this improve- 
ment is 1465^ 

*.X>Q Vit«;stgeslisSconderbegi, l.Tii. p. 122* 
K 4 
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It is unnecessaiy to add, that Croyc 
Has afterwards taken by the Turks, in 
1477. During this interval of twelve 
years, it is not improbable that other 
alterations had been made in the works, 
and that the Turkish engineers might 
have found in Croye the models of their 
constructions at Otranto. Whatever ad- 
ditions they may have made, it appears 
certainly from the detail of Barletus, that 
the first great effort towards the modern 
art of fortification originated in the genius 
of the Christian hero, whose history de- 
serves to be more accurately known. 

But their rapid degeneracy in military 
knowledge deprived the Turks of the be- 
nefit of their own inventions. The people 
who first constructed bastions, and who 
first opened trenches before towns, were 
proved, two hundred years afterwards, 
by the siege of Vienna, in 1683, to 
have sunk into the depth of stupid bar- 
barity. Embarrassed by their own num- 
bers, aqd encamped without precaution. 
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they fled before a handful of light ca- 
valry. 

The Polygonal bastions of Rhodes, as 
they appear in the plans of Dapper, and 
the Due de Choiseul, present an unfor- 
tunate attempt to modernize the Roman 
towers, of the same form. I believe very 
few instances of a similar construction 
are to be found, excepting the lines of 
iPrecop. The slope of the summit of 
the parapet, seems, from the account of 
the accurate Sandys, to have been first 
practised in the works of the Valetta, 
after the deliverance of Malta from the 
Turks. " The walls on the inside,'' says 
he, ^* are not above six foot high, un- 
imbattald, and shelving on the outside/' 
♦To have noticed this construction, after 
having seen the principal cities of Italy, 
would have been trifling, if the method 
had not then been new. 

In Antella's plan of the Valetta, 
published in 1600, we find casemates in 

* p. 233. 
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the flanks of the bastions: the Turks 
were now stimulating their enemies to 
excel them. The effects of retired flanks 
were long and dreadfully felt by them, 
some years afterwaixis, during the st^;e 
of Candia, by the cdebrated defence 
of the lotions of St. Andrea, and 
Panigra« 
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A DIDACTIC POEM: ' 
Partly translated from Addison^s Machmm Gctiieukmies. 

Written in 1788. 
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X H£ woadfous piageants of gti humble train, 
A tiny race^ and nation void of braia« . 
I sing* No heav'niy spark inflamM their hearts; 
Their firamer guiltless of Promethean arts. 

Where the hoarse drura^'and motley droll invite 
The gaping mob, with foretaste of delight. 
Where jests are dealt to please the long-ear'd crew. 
As old as Miller's, and as C — t — ^y's new. 



Admiranda cano leviam spectacula rerum, 
Exiguam gentem, et vacuum sine mente popellum ; 
Quem^ mm surreptis cceli defomice flammis, 
Innocua melior fabricaverat arte Prometheus. 

Compita qua risu fervent, glomeratque tumultum 
Bittrio, delectatque inhiantem scommate turbam. 
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Led by tiie lore of sigiitB, or lore of fim^ 
To pit and gallery the audience hm. 
Not equal benches hM the staring rows. 
Bat peengD'like, the lees their worth disclose. 
At lengthy the figor'd curtain rolls away; 
Fall on the narrow stage the tapers play « 
Where crossing wires decdre the corioos eye* 
That else too plain the homdy feud. would ^y. 
And now the actors crood« in sqaea&mg droves* 
By pointed domesiy and Lilliputian groTes ; 
'Mid scanty scenes, like as they sport or jar* - 
In narrow passes foms th* »miiaftlad war; 
Oorpompfliy oar cares contracted to a ^ap^ 
The little miimcs play gigantic i 



Qaotqaot Isetitiae studio aot novitate tenentor^ 
Undique congressi permissa Asdilia complent. 
Kec confosas honos| nummo sabsellia cedont 
DiTerso^ et varii ad pretiam stat copia scamni. 
Tandem ubi sabtrahitur TelameDj lamina passim 
Angustotf penetrant Bdkas, qua plonma ▼isan 
Fila s^ant* ne cum focuo datar ore §auts»m§^ 
Pervia fcaus pateat : mox stridida impfha/ fMnwtes 
Ingreditur pictosj et msBaia sqttalida fuco. 
Hie humiles idler scenaiu angostaqae o!apstr% 
Quio^fuid a^unt homiiieB^ oonoonui^ belht^ tniMuphM. 
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But o'er Ihe rest see Ptmchiuello rise* 
Of hoarser iceeat, and tremendous siae ! 
An ample cbep hiAJcrkin's rovnd cedfines. 
His well-taught eye with Tivid atotioB skioes; 
Far-stretchM before hii jutting paunch appeals. 
His lofly back oVrwhekns his hmnbied ears : ^ 

Not with mare terror lo fach sweeping gown 
Thro' country-dances plods the laboring clowii« 
Than the ttnall heroes^ thro' the parted sheet* 
See his broad paunch precede his distanced feet* 
Proud of bis bulk* and ** hage two-handed sway/' 
He reigns, the tyrant of the puppet-playt 
Gibes his poor woeden stares in wanton fit* 
*' And shakes the clomsy bench with '^ auric ** wk.'^ 



JLudit in exiguo plebecula parra theatre. 

Sed praeter reli^^nos incedit Homvncio ranca 
Voce strepianb «U|ior sobaectit fibula vesten^ 
Et referunt vivos enraatia lumina moti^; 
In ventrem tuBiei uBBftodacuBi ; pone eminet ki|;eni^ 
A tergo gibbus; Pyi^Dsaeum territat agmen 
Majer^ fit iimiiaaem amtur tnrbagigaqtenL. 
Hie magna fretus mefej imparibusque lacertis 
ConfisQs^ gracUijactftt convitia vulgt^ 
£t crebro sokrjt^ lepidum capa(^ ora cachinno* 
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When courtly krds and sbiniiig dames are seen 
Round beauteoot Grisild' or Si. GewgeV Queen, 
HU saucy la^ffa dniarba tbe u>kaui plaoc^ 
And tbe room ecbocs to kis pert grimace. 
Or vrilder still, bb lawless flame invades 
Tbe modest beaoties of the Tamisb'd maids; 
Tbe TamisbM maids with disapproving his. 
And coy rehjctance» shmi the saucy losk 

Bot undisturb'd the meaner forms advance 
And ply their little limbs in busy dance. 

And oft with glitt'ring paste and tinsel gay, 
Tbe wooden race their birthrday robes display ; 
In marshaird order trip the ladies bright. 
And lordling!B sparkle on the vulgar sight. 
While the small people, joining in the press, 
Revive the dream of Pygmy-happiness ; 



Qaanquam f es agitur solenni seria pompa, 
Spemit soHicitum intractabilis ille tumultuMA 
Et risu importuning adest^ atque omnia turbatt 
Nee raro' inradit molles, pietamque protervo 
Ore petit Nymphanii invitoque dat oscula ligno. 

Sed comitum vulgus diversis membra fatigant . 
Ladis, et vario lascivit mobile saltu. 

Saepe etiam gemmis TUtila, et spectabilis autx^^ 
Lignea gens prodit, nitidisque superbit in ostris. 
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As if the warlike dwarfs, relaxed from toik. 
In knightly glories rich, and feather'd spoils. 
Had quoich'd in gentle ease, and soothmg strains,! 
The airy terrors of the hostile cranes. 

So when the stars their middle stattion keep, ^ 
The sp(^ye Fanes o'er the greensward sweep ; 
In merry roujad they priqt the narrow ring, 
. And wave the yielding grass with nimble springy 
Whence kindly juices the glad soil bedew. 
And the. rich circle shoots with darker hue. 

But sudden clouds the happy scene o'ercast, 
Wars> horrid wars resound their dreadful blast. 



Nam, quoties festam celebrat sub imagine lucem, 
Ordine composiio Nyrapharum incedit honestum 
Agmen, et exigui proceres, parvique Quirites, " 
Pygmaeos credas positis mitescere bellis, 
Jamque infensa Gruum temnentes praelia, tutos 
Indulgere jocis, tenerisque vacare choreis. 
Tales, cum medio labuntur sidera caelo* 
Parvi subsiliunt Lemnres, populusque pusillus 
Festivos, rediens sua per vestigia, gyros 
Ducit, et angustum crebro pede pulsitat orbem* 
Mane patent gressus ; hinc succos terra feraces 
Concipit, in multam pubentia gramina surgunt 
Luxuriem, tenerisque virescit circulus herbis. 

Vol. II. L 
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Their hasty aviiis tke ivoodeft warnots mm. 
And deisp'r»te cowbai mtemi^ti their 0000^ 
So short mm: pkantvet : thusoarbiinwitlislioidl 
So dashM with cave m ew'if naital goodt 

Now frost to irotti the^aixBliog lawn ap^eiav 
Raise the thini ^fvord, w point the taper tpc«r| 
With martial p»rt th^ meditate the btour. 
And lev^lFd-oiusiBets tfai^aft' Ae dttriag fee^ 
Hark ! the smart cradiers spit fbeiv fiery breads 
Hiss* bpuncot and thcmder in the field ^4eatb, 
Thro' ev'rjr arch Ibe miagikd borste reiBoand ; 
Thick-Filing warriors strew th' unhappy grounds 

Sometimes the sad detail of civil rage 
Lifts to sublimer aim the pygmy-tage. 
From Bunker's Hill now flaming rosin darts> 
Now dreadful Howe appals the Yankey -hearts ; 
Here Burgoyne, forced to yield, forbid to Hy, 
A well* dissembled Puppet ! seems to sigh. 



At non tranquil las nulla abdimt nubila luces* 
Saepe gravi surgunt beUa» horrida bella tUmuItu. 
Arma ciet truculenta cohors, placidamque quietem 
Dirumpunc pugnae ; usque adeo insincera yoluptas 
Omnibus, et mistse castigant gaudia curae. 
Jam gladii, tubulique ingesto sulphure foeti. 
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A Httle Calp^ tffaoots I'AaisUesf ftrea^ 
On Banmiv^U'^ §ibbpdt Att^ri's %m fi3(pive6 : . ; 
Or Rodaef 's 4h«iider $ead9thei6al)iq foe ^^ 
Thro' caoLFas biJ^(Nv«9 to tl|e depths bolow* , . . 

Inventive Fopte produ^'4* ^ mi to skreeOr, ^ . 
Socratic puppets^ wid l^\'9MC9higM(>ii9 4cene;, 
Hence chasten'4 loveasnd hwnble faith inapire 
The patt^fii'^ beauty, and tl)«^n'poiig 'Squirew 
Great lord of uQi^iy I ,he .ftway'd ihe -age^ 
The pei^ple«& ptatQ <^ the |)uppetpslsa|ge» 

Nexty ff>e;^ce France, wko coald a^d.^io more * 
Substantial forms, to grace a rival shores ' . 
Sarcastic^ taught in air/ spfice to flit 
Her E^st^n s^ei^ with einpty aoqi^ds jofM^it 
Lo! l^alf-conceal'd the •dextV<MU pupfiet plfiysy 
Beneath the artfiU veil's iadi^lg^at b^u;^^ 
In flippant Frenct^ the reistless.%m^ jar» 
And forei^ .soiiRds, perplex the Ust^aiBg tar. 
But soon th* io^erfeet igi;ms disgust i(he 4^e» 



t^rotensaeque hastse* JTulgentiaque arma> minaeque 
Telorum ingentes subeunt; dant claustra fra^gorem 
Horrendum^ ryptoe stridente bitu^iin^ chartae 
Confusos redduot crepitus, et sibila misceat* 
Sternitur omne solum pereuntibus ; imdique ctesse 
Apparent turmae, civilis crimina belli* 
L2 
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The worKittM ^ tbe tumb'mg Wg» mStivm, 
And chip* add Mft«m inko bvMPMo* Smtm ; . 
Ne^t^iteuip the .Kddbf ^ aad ctop Ui« joiiit* with srW 
Add pieqotii piecty add aftamr^ri^g pgit to port f 
Then whotfag ptttticB join^ and ftowing ccrdii^ 
Whose secret inflqence guides Ibe wooden lordt*. 
And now thenif^ madiine comptmed staad% 
And bpaim»tte ilpl£Bd print of maMivlMfti^ f 
Seems in its new crealiott to M^eice^ 
Th' imparted ttotions aad the gDarfted vcace^ 
As justly ti^foing la tke niliiig springs 
As votea^toiidiisleni^ osi hearts to him^ 



NttmQ t^MP^ u^e genus, duipa^ cga^ dextr« la* 
t^tes . 
Suppeditet^yir^Si qpT^em pospat tqrba npo^entem, 
Expediam. ,. Tl^uncoa^ opite^ et inutile Kgnwu^ 
Cogit in hnm^n^ apec;iesf> et irotioitf «ata«i 
Progeniem telo effi)r mat, pexux^uc^ tenfi^i 
Crura lig^,p^4^bu^, hqmejri^e a^^Qonmodat anni^, ' 
£t membris.mengibr^ ap<t^> etartubus insuit artus. 
T4nCrjbaUIes addit trpchk^^ ^ij^ms ai;te f usiUmp 
\^f^ Qousr moli^uie i^s^u^ &m^latlls ioisi;ti 
Sufficit oqpuMpH^ «90)tusy^ y^e^u^ O^ioislvat* 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE PUPPET-SHEW. 159 

Hence, leam'd Casauxj* thy earnest thoughts 
began 
To trace the jointed frame of polish'd man. 
In some low booths that on the rampart lies. 
To catch in heedless throngs Parisian flies. 
Where the wise Hebrew shone in tinsel-light. 
Or Europe's princes charmed thy tender sight. 
Thy soul divined, for such the will of fate. 
The shifting pappet-shew of pow'r and state. 

Poets themselves in puppet-motions sport. 
And steal sweet voices from th' Aonian court ; 
Transporting sounds ! that pass^ with struggling pain. 
Our narrow organs in a ruder strain. 
See, classic Addison with ease combines 
Virgilian accents in his sportive lines : 
But mine, weak offspring of a languid age. 
Love the low roof, and haunt the humble stage— ^ 
Congenial themes the mimic muse requires. 
And on mean altars lights her scanty fires. 



\ 



His structa auziliis jam machina tota peritos 
Ostendit sulcos, duri et vestigia ferri : 
Hinc salit, atque agili se sublevat incita motu, 
Vocesque emittit tenues, et non sua verba. 

* Author of the Mechanum qf Society. 
L4 
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Fron iaumtdl sprag anci dale, 
Edg'd with poplar pale. 
The parting Genius is with sighing sent* 

Milton, 
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OF GENIUS. 

It is useful to obserre the effect of 
mir early reading, in perpetuating false 
impressions even among those who boast 
an emancipation from all prejudices of 
edticatioa. Hume's classical knowledge 
was too stropg for his scepticism ; for in 
one of his essays he supposes it probable^ 
that such a scheme as that of the ancient 
mythology may have been carried into 
effecty at some period, in some part of 
the solar system. Camoens makes the 
Virgin Mary intercede with Jupiter, 
when the Portuguese are in danger, and 
seems as much attached to one religioQ 
as to the other. Vossius, of whoni 
Charles II. used to say, that he believed 
every thing but the Bible, was another 
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instance of the ease with which men 
suffer the grossest impostures to gain 
upon them, when they are unhappily 
recommended by elegance and wit.* I 
am apt to imagine, that the extrava- 
gancies of the ancient poets, engraved 
on our minds by the rod, and too par- 
tially entertained by our relish of .the 
more s6ber beauties of thc^e authors, 
have sometimes deceived us in our esti- 
mate of human faculties, and have sup- 
ported, unperceived, something of lite- 
rary superstition and metaphysical mys- 
ticism, even to the present time. When 
we speak of a man who has made any 
considerable discovery in science of artj 
who has painted a good picture, written 
a fine poem, or a very good novel, we 

* It is said, that when Vossius, who was a canoa 
of Windsor, lay on his death-bed, the Dean came to 
persuade him to receive the sacrament* Vossius rejected 
the proposal with indignity: after some altercation, 
the Dean gravely said ; «' Mr, Vossius* if you will not 
receive it for the love of God, take it, it least for th« 
honour of the chapter." 
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call' him a man* of genitjs, tvithout under* 
standing our own meaning. Books have 
beeii written, indeed, to explain the 
word genius; but Speakers and readers 
have- continuied to doubt* for authors 
have agreed 1 in the game error, of con- 
sidering genius 2£s a distinct power of the 
mind, while in reality, it originally 
denoted something totally independent 
of it.-' * 

1 know not whether weakness or pride 
contributed more to those delusions, 
which appropriated a divinity to preside 
over the most usual, and the least digni- 
fied of our natural functions, but if the 
ancients supposed themselves to be super- 
naturally assisted on such occasions, it is 
not wonderful that they should lay claim 
to superior protection,, in the bright and 
fitiviable moments of literary success. 
They believed, that every man was under 
the directiob of one of the smaller deities^ 
or aerial daemons ; a sort of valets to the 
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superior gods,^ and aocordiog to Seneca^ 
tutors of men ; like the usual anaoge* 
ment; in &miUes of dist,iocdoa ujioA 
earth. Sepone in pn^sentia quse qui* 
busd^m placent: unlcuique nostrum pse^ 
dagogum dari Deum, non quideia ordi^ 
nariunij sed hunc inferions notse^ ex 
eorum numero quos Ovidius ak de pUhe 

These obsequious inhabitants of the 
air, who at their leisure<4)oufs chaBcd 
swallows and crows, obtained the general 
name of genius. And wme eminent 
iBen^ in their atrabilious moments^ have 
fancied that they discerned the presence 
of such attendants. It would appear^ 

* Apvleius de ]>eo Sodratia. qaaadflm cb- 

viiiae mediae potestates, inter summum aethera et infimas 
tferras, *♦**♦**♦* ibter terricolas Cdfelicolasqve vec- 
tores, iliac precum, kide dononim ^^^P^ Hormii ttitm 
manus et opei:a atque cura est, ut Aunibati .soomai 
orbitatem oculi comminarentnr^ Flaminio extispicia 
pericuhiin cladis praedicant^ 6tc* 

t Senec, £pist« ex. 
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bawenxf tiat Sociala and the PkrtmiistSi 
CQnittied the ia&]eaGe.«#' the gentus 
Ghiefljr to presages* aM divoetidtiB in 
idigioiB Qoeoionks. l%e poets thought 
tfaamselveg of swfiicMnt impOTtance to 
deoarve a separate ewfiobiisiitiient) and 
BMde their genii ttaftioittry on Parnassus. 
But after the introduction of Ghi istianttyt 
when the learned erafoarmssed themselves^ 
hy retaiaiiBg the Platonic doarine of 
datmon^ to gtace tiieir syttesm of magic, 
1^ genius v/m not eoiy considered as a 
wpematural attendant, but as a being 
possessed <^ nlo^t extensive kncywiedge, 
which he was lUsposed to communicate 
on certain considerations. Marinas, a 
biographer of Proclus, has asserted that 
Raibfius^ a man tii consequoic^ and no 
doubt a veiy aUe statesman, observed 
0116 day die bead of Proclus surrounded 
wLdi rays (such as we denominate a 
g^ry) while he was teaching ; *' ut di- 
vine signo/' says Brucker, " qualis in 
hoc oorpore daemon lateret, omnes intel- 
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168 OF GENIUS. 

ligerent.* Non puduit itaque Marinuxn/ 
vitas hujus ComiHlalxMrem, divinse 4nspi- 
rationis {6mg hrtmakii) participan eum fii^ 
i^se, a^serere, et vultum oculoeque ac.pra 
divinos radios sparskse xnendri/V Proclus 
affected to belkve^ that he was assisted 
in the composition of hk works by the 
goddess Cybele. Hence the visionary 
hopes of forming a commorce with an- 
gelic existences, which dissipated the 
houi-s of many ardent scholars. The 
Paracelsian and Rosicrucian follies, and 
the most sincere part of Alchemy, as 
well, perhaps, as some late sects, derive 
their orign from this mixed and doubtful 
soiuce. . . 

' . This Wild conjunction of mythology 
and. magic formed a spell, iiot easily to 
be . broken. An undefined veneration 
was attached to the term genius, which 
became more powerful as . it was less 
undei^tood. The influence of classical 

^ Hist Critic. Philosopb. torn. iW p. 532. 
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imagery, and ks perpetual recurrence 
to inspiration, supported an impression, 
which, like the terror of noctufilal illu- 
sions, though disclaimed in public, and 
no longer existing as a system, still haunts 
the hours of silence and solitude. Poets, 
at all times the most incorrigible of the 
literary tribes, still dream of impulse, 
and mistake their own idleness for the 
frown of Minerva. Morhoff, one of 
those singular characters, who acquire 
the belief of common errors, by exten- 
sive reading and profound meditation, 
was so struck with this impression, that 
he wrote a whole chapter, de eo, quod in 
diciplinis divinum est. He has indeed 
faintly rejected the syncretistic follies of 
the former age, but he perhaps allowed 
inspiration rather too largely, when he 
granted it to an Italian improvisatore, 
and to Valentine Greatrak.* . 

The concluding lines of Buchannan's 
address to Mary Queen of Scots, which 

* Poljfhistor. Literar. lib. i. cap. xii. § 13. 2S. 
VOL. II. M 
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have been reckoned so obscure, may be 
easily explained by this view of the for- 
mer acceptation of genius- 

Non tamen austis eram male natuia exponere'foBtum, 
Ne mihi displiccattt qaa; platmere tibu 
Nam qaod ab ingenio domini gpcrate n^lbant,. 
Debcbiint genio forsitan ilia tuo. 

The feebleness of the poet'^ verses (d^ 
his modesty led hiin to speiik), was to' be 
protected by the genius of the Queen, 
which, by the courtesy of the age, w^ 
deemed of superior ratik and power to 
the genius of a private f)ersont I cannot 
suspect so excellent a poet a$ Buchapnan, 
of any intentional play on the words 
ingenium and genius. In the Ajax 
Mastigophorus, Sophocles ascribes the 
heroes execrations to his efril genius, who 
alone, he says, could have invented them. 

Lord Verulam had many strange fan- 
cies, about the genius atleijdant on great 
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minds; he sublimed his notions on this 
subject with Van Helmont's doctrine of 
transmitted spirits, which referred all 
eminence in military and civil affairs, as 
well as in wit, to the force of perspira- 
tion. 

The genii were sometimes supposed 
to be the spirits of departed men, espe- 
cially those which were thouglit to revisit 
(he places of their former residence, or 
the scenes oftheii* destruction: heuce 
that passage in Milton ; 

^eQC^ibrth tlwy art the gpqius of the shore^ 
^n thy large recompense^ and sbalt be good 
To all that wander in the perilous flood^^ 

' With ali this contsigious mysticism 
floating from brain to brain, it is opt to 
be^ wohdiered, that poets should be pre-» 
sumjituous and idle, or that readers 
slioujid be slavishly timid. Tlie votary 
of poetical frenzy fancied himself enter- 

M 2 
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ing the temple of Apollo, and invested 
with the sacred characters of a priest and 
a prophet, when he ** poured forth his 
unpremeditated verse," while the multi- 
tude, combining the most distant ana- 
logies, believed that in the writings of 
eminent poets, they discovered predic- 
tions, in which the author himself had 
been unconsciously prompted by his 
genius. 

It was not enough to admire Virgil as 
a great Poet; his votaries were det^- 
mined to venerate him as a prophet, and 
almost as a god. While altars were 
erected, and incense was burnt to him, 
by some of the first restorers of letters, 
the credulous explored their destinies in 
his pages, by the aid of false transla- 
tion, and distorted inference. It is well 
known, that Charles I. was gready dis- 
concerted and distressed, on finding the 
Sortes Virgilianae unfavourable, at the 
beginning of the civil war. With the 
liberties of application allowed in these 
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cases, it is easy to find a prophecy of 
any events after it has taken place. I^ 
for instance, a prediction is wanted of 
the calamities occasioned by the Prag- 
matic Sanction, it is ready in Juvenal ; 

Inde cadunt partes, ex fcedere Pragmaticorum. 

In this manner, the celebrated prophecies 
of Nostradamus have acquired the pro- 
tection, even of the learned. MorhofF 
dwells with great satisfaction, on the 
number of important events predicted by 
this man, who wrote his rhapsodies in 
1555. Onc^ of his rhimes was supposed 
to be accomplished sixteen years after- 
wards, by the massacre of St. Bartho- 
lomew ; 

£n grande cit^, qui n* a pain qu' a demy. 
Encore un couple St* Barthelemy. 

But unluckily, in another quatrain, 

he foretold that in 1707, the Turks 

would conquer the northern parts . of 

Kurope, not foreseeing Princq Eugene. 

M 3 
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The couplet I have quoted, might, with 
the usual latitude of appropriatiog pre- 
dictions, be applied to later ooeurretices^ 
as some degree of similarity in the course 
of human affairs m.ust often hecur> when 
miracles are. out of the question. But 
to shew how easily the rank of prophet 
rti^y be thus obtained^ I shall qudte i 
jkisiage from Camerafius-s* HorsB Sub- 
oisiv8e> my edition of which was pub*. 
Hshed one hundred a6d thirty-six years 
ago> which bears more minute ciiartlcters 
of resemblance to recent eveots, than 
tay thiilg I have tttet with ;— *• Ne ex- 
ehipk taih loftg^ petamu$ quid obsecro 
non perpessi SUrtt ho^mtne^ itaiscti iiUper 
in carnificinis Gallicis, praesertirti Lute* 
tiana I Quid enim vulgus, veluti ludos 
ageret, quibud humamu^ sac^wis ?ffun- 
deretur, saevitiae, crudelitatis, libidinis, 
turpitlldhiisy Tgnofmmias, talm in ei^ qui 
Mci ^e^ihati ei^tit, quUid in alios qui 
{yi'o intix>xVis habebantur, tot quidan^ non 
sdlum erga ritos, sed 'ergaontionttsios etiam^ 
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n&Xi feabita raVioiie setatis, dignitatis, con- 
ditiomsr aut sexus, omisit ? 

We can more easily pardon this tribute 
to thosfe works, which are the pride and 
Relight of' all ages, when we consider 
Uie s^hs and conditions annexed to the 
obaracterof a prophet, during the pre- 
valence of the l^athen ni}i:hology, and 
taoiisly acknowledged by those who pay 
attention totbe ravings of Brothers, or the 
Cbeehire boy, atoong ourselves. When 
fuenzy and imposture usurp the regard, 
which is only due to the oracies of truth, 
ft becomes interesting to know the source 
ot:a.<iolaf^on, capable of existing among 
any iclas€f of men, in ages which boabt 
JClke possession of true religion. The 
state of mind in which men were an; 
ciently supposed to acqviire a knowledge 
of futurity, ' was formed by dreaming, 
drunkeflficss, ni^adness, epilepsy, or the 
approach ^f <l^^alh. In one word, deli- 
•Tium was the characteristic of a prophel : 
:we ciirinot be at a loss for that of his 
admirers.. 

M 4 
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The Platonic philosophers of the ec- 
lectic class, thought that predictions were 
communicated during sleep, or immcdi- 
alely on awaking, by low voices.* This 
is now a very prevalent vulgar error, 
though undoubtedly of Platonic descent. 
In the ecstasy, which may be considered 
as a morbid state, a number of objects is 
obtruded on the prophet's senses, from 
which he can seldom form any con- 
jecture. Such was the celebrated vision 
of Arise Evans,-f- in which he saw the 
restoration and succession of monarchy 
in this country delineated in the palm of 
his hand, without being able to deduce 
more from, it, than that after four reigns 
there would be a cliange of blood. :^ In 

* Brucker, torn. ii. p. 444!. 

t Appendix to the first volume of Jortin's Remarks 
on Ecclesiastical History. 

^ I have in my possession a small tract by this man, 
written in 1656, to prove that Charle; ii. v^as the 
jVIessiah, destine^ to restore the Jews, in which b a 
prediction still more circumstantial and remarkable ; 
" But I say 9 he that lives five years to an end, shall 
stfi King Charles Stuart flourish on his throne» Uk the 
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aii^thes^ operations the genius acts; the 
prophet is passive, and generalijr igno^ 
xant 

It appears not improbable, that an in<- 
toxicating potion was given, to thePythi^ 
by way of ensuing the str^gth of her 
ecstasy.* There seems to have been 
some tf aditionaiy knowledge handed 
down on this subject, for in Dr. Haisnettf 
Archbishop of York's Discovery of Po- 
pish ImpostureB, the girls wh© wcare 
exorcised had delii:^um excitedi by nauae* 
ous potions and fumigations. 

Dclkkqust excia,matiQns, in certain dis- 

amazement of all the world, for God will bring him in 
without Woodshed." Light to the Jetvs, p. 5. But 
mark the juggling of this fellow. This egi^gtoua pro« 
phecf* though said to bie printed in 1656 on the second 
title-page, was in reality, only published in 1664, four 
years after the eyent. In this instance, therefore, he. 
was cle^ly g<)ilty of imposture. Prophecies, at that 
iime, were party-matters- Evans prophesied for the 
^Royalists; Lilly, a more successfiil knaye^ for the 
repi^blicans. ,, 

- .*' The Pythia always d#ank, before she placed her- 
self on the Tripod. 
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«d$e^ i)tve been moe'iired t»s*diodk}fifk>ii8 
0f fctntfe leveplsi;: < b enoe it ' lias bBoome 
necessary for those who aspired to the 
cfaaiacter ; of pfophei?»« to > mtJpe . the 
mfltttudel ' beU»)e them: lb be afflkted 
with didieflbseaseaU* iiucian's Aleicamder 
kuiciit the art' of ifothuig.at the mouth, 
ted the moby .as JLuciaan teOs us, held 
lii^irodi to be tsacj^ed, ' £pikptic coixi^ 
phinis faaTe certaitily be^ familiar .Id 
tsuen (rfigreat tttlents: -Giesisir, Pet^ i. 
^w&d several t}tbef^ ^ •distihguyiied merits 
were subject to. epilt:^. Butitcqmiot 
•b6>suppo«3ed that th^' were iiUfHroved by 
the disease, 

It is ad uphappy circumstance, that 
-fJjilosio^phy hfis sometimes strengthened, 
tnsftiead" bf cbrrectitig Vulgar prejudices. 

^* «\«Mi. •pfci|e8»pher», of 4he^ mystic <sha»^ >fearc 
th6ugfct the Ifnpiftatfoii of madness an addition to their 
feme. •* Porphyrlus '»*'*♦ sfe secrdto m-olta mysterio ex 
divino afflatu interdum diaseruisse, ideoque pro fuRktrtB 

torn- ii. p. 245, 
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Plato's followers, by tbfcir desoription* 
of the €t$wmrpt&'^ constituted madnefis t 
sign of itispirationi To the mi^fortime 
of manl|ind> the raTiirf;s of UiQat«es hafc 
often been more regarded liiaa the argu- 
ments of wise tneot bot «u€h a pre- 
ference ought not. to have been, sancf- 
tioaed b^y pbilo$opb^rs« This must sur^eiy 
hate been on^ of the ekoteric doctrinos^ 
calculated only for tlie porteits and fish- 
.women of Athen& No doubt, the sanie 
causes which^ in a strong degree, pro- 
duce mildness, may k\ a lower enorease 
the natural |)oweri of the. nfuad. Cafdaa* 
and a knelancholy listof iti<^trtous«iaiinei^ 
apjiear, in uhrmt ^it^s ^ thetr wcititigs^ 
as jmud M the author of .Hurlotbruknh<% 
whifW in others they discover an extia- 
ordinary acuteness and sagacity. Thf« 
popular pipophets of this country^ were 
all reaJly or affedtootty mad. They aH? 
now little raftd or respected; but they 

* Brtieter, HiA. €rit. Pbrlos. t; ii. p. 4^$. 
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were formerly, powerful engines of fac- 
tion, and became the objects of repeated 
acts pf the legislature. Les reves, as 
Voltaire says of Plato, donnoieni ahrs dt 
grande reputation* 

The courteous demons of antiquity 
have vanished, but they have left a kind 
of magic splendor over the heads of men 
of talents, which the herd of metaphy- 
sicians has beheld with awe. If a person 
of unassisted good sense were to enquire, 
what constitutes a man of genius, he 
would discover it to be a vigorous and 
successful exertion of the mind, on some 
particular subject, or a general alacrity 
and facility of intellectual labour. In a 
word, that genius consists in the power 
of doing best, what many endeavour to 
do well. 

In the best treatises on this subject, 
there has been much of a fallacious 
method, which imposes equally on the 
autlior and the reader ; I mean, a prolix 
description of facts, substituted for a 
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theory of their causes. Undoubtedly this 
kind of writing would be useful, if it 
were appreciated at its just value; but its 
facility, and its pretensions create pre^ 
judices against the mOre slow and diffi- 
cult method of induction. Moliere has 
characterized this false philosophy by a 
single stroke : *' Quare facil opium dor- 
mire ? — Quia est in eo virtus dormitiva." 
Behold the fruit of many a huge and 
thorny metaphysical quarto ! 
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LUCIAN— NEODIDACTUS. 

^ Lvcian. 

X OU appear very melancholy, for 
a philosopher of the new stoical sect. 
Do you regret the glory, which you 
doubtless enjoyed in the other world ? 
Or do you dislike the grim equality of 
the stalking skeletons which surround 
you ? We cannot boast, indeed, of our 
gaiety, but we have tranquillity, which 
to a philosopher is much better. We 
enjoy our exemption from the pertur- 
bations of life, as the wearied mariner 
reposes in the still gloom, succeedmg a 
mighty tempest. 
Vol. II. N 
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Neodidactus. 
Enjoy yourselves as you will ; I am 
tormented by anxiety and doubt. By 
professing the doctrines of the new and 
pure phUosaphy.vpw €»rth| p»y eha- 
racter was ruined, and I was abandoned 
by society • Herejl^wd no one disposed 
to investigate my principles, excepting 
yourself, who, I suppose, intend fo laugh 
at me, according to your custom. I 
had learned, indeed, from our n^^er, 
that <* the wise man is satisfied with no- 
thing:" that ** he is not satisfied with 
his own attainments, or even with hw 
principles and opinions:*^* but I feel 
that mine have produced the extremity 
of wretchedness. 

Lucian. 
You must then be ^x^m^ly wi^e, oi> 
yoyr own principles. But h^ poj; de- 
jected. The wpxld» I p^rQeive, preserve* 

f Godwin's Enquiry eonceming Political Justice 
Yol. i. p. 208. 2nd edition. 
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its old cl|aracter : mankind have $el4om 
troubled their benefoctors with expres* 
$ion$ of gratitude. 

Neodidactus. 

I beg that you may never again men- 
tion so disagreeable a word to me, Gra* 
titude, according to the new philosophy, 
1' is no part either of justice or virtue;"* 
nay we hold it to be actually a Yice,-|- 
when it results merely from our sense of 
benefits conferred oh us^ 

Xucian. 

By the Graces! thi? is very strange 
philosophy. Irj teaching men to be 
ungrateful, do, you not render them 
wicked ? 

Nepdidoctit^i 

We do not embarrass ourselyes much 
T*^4th the distinctions of virtue and vice ; 

* £i^^i|nry conceraji^ Political Ja«tice, rol. i« 
p. 130. 

t Ibid. p. 26e* - 

N 2" 
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the motives and the tendencies of humati 
actions are so complex, and their resuits 
so uncertain, that we find it difficult to 
assign them places under those desig- 
nations. We even doubt whether there 
bejiny such thing as vice, 

Jjujcian. 

You puzzle me : let me beg that you 
would explain yourself a little more 
clearly ; unless your philosophy enjoins 
you to be obscure. 

Neodidactus. 

I will explain myself most gladly. 
Know then, that •' vice, as it is com- 
monly undeiTstood, is, so far as regards 
the motive, purely negative,'* ♦ and that 
*' actions in the highest degree injurious 
to the public have often proceeded 
from motives uncommonly conscioiti- 
ous. The most determined political 
assassins, Clement, Ravaillac, Damiens, 

* Enqairy, vol. i. p. 153, 15*. 
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and Grerard, seem to have been deeply 
penetrated with anxiety for the eternal 
welfare of mankind." ^ Our sublime 
contemplations lead us also to believe, 
that " benevolence probably had its part 
in lighting the fires of Smithfield, and 
pointing the daggers of St. Bartholo- 
mew."* 

Lucian. 

If I rightly understand you, murder 
and persecution are justifiable on the 
principles of the. new philosophy. 

Neodidactus. 

Our only rule is the promotion of 
general good, by strict, impartial justice ; 
whatever inconveniences may arise to 
individuals from this system, we disregard 
them, and as we allow no merit to 
actions which respect the good of indi- 
viduals only, so we perceive no demerit 
in those which benefit the public, though 

* Enquiry, vol. u p. 153, 154. 
N 3 
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they may considerably injure indivkiuais. 
Justice, eternal justice must prerftil. 

iMcian. 

But how shall this over^ruling justice 
be ascertained, or limited? If evfery 
man is to decide for himself and the 
world, confusion, and universal ruin 
must ensue. 

Neodidacius. 

You speak, O Lucian^ of man in his 
present state ; but we regard him iti the 
state of perfection, to which he may 
attain by instruction and experience. 
We hope the time will arrive, when 
nei);ber government nor laws will be 
necessary to the exiatence of society} 
for morality is nothing but the cftlcula* 
tion of the probable advantages^ or dis- 
advantages of our actions. 

Lucian. . 
By what means, then, shall those be 
corrected, who may err in their calcula- 
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tmnr- t&^T^t^iiig ihtf' puUic g6od, dnd 
eieWisd 'jtki66? For I iiUppO^^; you t&ik 
hat&ly eytptte\i thM aR tnett wHl ffeas6tt 
with equal acuteness, in the most ett*> 
lightened periddst 

Ifeodidactus. 

fxietbod of suppretsiAg bumati €rrord« 
Th^ eltabli^mdnt of posttiv|g laws is aii 
ipsuU to /the digmty of man i\ so greatly 
dp^ we . detest their influeocei that we 
qon^ider an bptlest J^wyer as a worse 
j^Qmbei of dociety than a diahoftest; one,| 
because the ttjian of integrity palliates^ 
and in dome degree masks the ill efiects 
of law. 

Lttdm. 

Tbfe part of yow philosophy is not so 
ncrw as yoti itnagiiie. All puni^iments^ 

* Enquiry, Vol. i. p. ISO* 
t VT)i. ii. pr. J99, 400. 
% Vol. \i. p. S^&. 
N 4 
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then, would be banished ftom, youp re- 
public, excepting the long discourse, 
to which you would oblige criminals to 
listen. 

Neodidactus, 

Punishment is nothing else than force,* 
and he who suffers it must be debased, 
and insensible of the diflferenee between 
right and wrong, if he does not consider- 
it as unjust.-f* " I hare deeply reflected, 
suppose, upon the nature of virtue, and 
am convinced that a certain proceedin 
is incumbent on me. But the hangman^ 
supported by an act of parliament, assures 
me that I am mistaken/':}: Can any 
thing be more atrocious ? more injurious 
to our sublime speculations ? 

LueiaA. 

. Doubtless, philosophers, of your sect 
piust sometimes be thus disagreeably in- 

t En^uiiy;, voL i.p. f81. 
t lb. p. 1.7«, 179. 
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terrupted^ tn their progress to perfection. 
But in a society without laws, without 
the fear iof punishmeht for ofifences^ 
without the distinctions of virtue and 
vioei ^ik) destitute.of the ties of gratitude 
and friendship, I feel it difiicult to con* 
ceive, how the transactions necessary to 
existence can be carried -on. You must 
depend muich on family attachments, 
and on the; inviolable regard which indi- 
viduals should pay to their. promises. 

Neodiiacfus. 

,^ l^mily altacbrnqnts we regard as silly, 
*nd 6¥en criminal, when they tend to 
bias our opinions; and as to promises, 
our master has written a long chapter, 
to prove that they are great evils, and 
are only to be observed, when we find it 
convenient. 

Lucian^ 

Did it never occur to you, that this 
system might produce more., evil than 
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good id the world ? and thst you hmt 
been cecomuiendiiig a |)lati^ which in>- 
atcad of perfecting mim/^nd impitovifig 
tociety^ muM be destfuctive of etery 
teidinable quality in bis btteast^ ti»i must 
thrive hiiti again into savage solitude ? 

. NeadidactM. 

. We cannot always answer for events* 
** fivei'y thing is connected irt the uni- 
verse. If any man assented that, if 
"Alexander had not bathed himself in the 
river Cydnus, Shakespeare would never 
have written^ it Would be imjtossil^e to 
affirm that his assertion wiS ufttme.*** 
Such is our doctrine. 

Luciani 

Your logic is equally adftiifable With 
your morality ; this species of sophigtti 
has been exploded with contempt by 
good authors ; you now revive it as one 

* Enqiiry, vol. i. p. 151. 
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of your discoveries, and you may per-* 
haps raise it to the tank of those whicb 
merit iddignatioti. 

Necdidactus. 

Be not too hasty, facetious Greek; 
you miscalculate, like all those who err, 
the quantity of energy necessary for this 
occasion. Our master has taken many 
of the things which you disapprove, 
from the writings of your friend Swift. 

Lucian. 

Yes, I am a^Knate that a great part 
of your new philosophy is stolen from 
Gullivef s Travels, and that the republic 
of horses Was tlie archetype of your 
][)erfect men,* But come, that we may 
part in good humour, I will treat you 
with a sentiment, whlfch I derivtt from x 
dear friend of Swift. " We are for a 

^ Bke ifae Voydge to th6 Hoiiyhhms. 
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just partition of the world, for every 
man hath a right to enjoy life. We 
retrench the superfluities of mankind. 
The world is avaricious, and we hale 
avarice. A covetous fellow, like a jack- 
daw, steals what he was never made to 
enjoy, for the sake of hiding it. These 
are the robbers of mankind, for money 
was made for the free-hearted and ge- 
nerous: and where is the injury of taking 
from another, what he has not the heart 
to make use of?" What is your opinion 
of this? 

Neodidactm. 

It is admirably expressed, in the true 
spirit of our philosophy, and of impartial 
justice. Indeed our master has said 
sometlung very like it.* Pray, in what 
diyihe work is this great truth to be 
found?. 

• Enquiry, vol. i. p. 208, and rol. ii. p« 444, 445. 
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Lucian. 

Ih the Beggar's Opera; it expresses 
the sentiments of a gang of Highways 
men, an institution which approaches 
nearer .to your idea of perfect society, 
than any other with which I am ac- 
quainted. 
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THE BIBLIOMANIA, AN EPISTLE, 



TO 

RICHARD HEBER, E^q. 

Vv ELA,T wild d«3irQf(«, what restless torijaeiUs seize 
The hapless .inao« who feels the book-disease^ 
If nigg^iid. Fortune cramp his generous tniod» 
And Prudence quench the Spark by heav.en assignM ! 
With wistful glance his aching eyes behold 
The PriijijQeps^cepy, clad in blue and goJ^, 
Where tlje tall Book-case, with, partition thin. 
Displays, yet ^ards the tempting cbarais within : 
So great J'sicafdin viewed, as sages* tell, 
Fair Cryst^Jlipc immur'd in lucid cell. 

Not tliq^ th^c few# !?}( hap^j^r fortunegrac'd^ 
And blest, lil^^ y-qu,. witli tajents, w^^lth and taste. 
Who gs^ei; nobly, with judicious band. 
The Muse^^ tre^nres from each letter'd stranxl. 
For you the ]VXon]( illujnM his pictured page. 
For you.]t]|;i.e pr.ess defies the Spoils of a|^e )^ 
Tav^ds fi)5 yqn infernal tortures bore. 
For you Ei^f sjf us^J: st^r^'d on. Adria's shore. 

* Sage$» Count Hamilton, in the Ihnare Facarditu, 
and Mr. M. Lewis, in- his Tal^ of BoMance. . , • : 

t Seethe Opukntia Sordid^, mtm GoUoquiisR, TvJh^ie 
he compUAM m Ibelingljf oftthB spare VoM^ifm d\f^^ • 

Vol- II. ' o 
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The Folio-Aldus loads yoar happy Shelvas* 
And dapper Elzbyibs, like fiiiry elves^ 
Shew their light forms amidst the well-gilt Twelves 
In slender type the Giolitos shine. 
And bold Bodoni stamps his Roman line. 
For yofi the Louvms opes its regal doors. 
And either Didot lends his brilliant stores : 
With faultless types, and costly scalptores bright, 
Ibarra's Quixote charms your ravish'd sight : 
Labobdb in splendid tablets shall explain 
Thy beauties, glorious, tho' unhappy Spain ! 
O, hallowed name, the theme of future years. 
Embalmed in Patriot-blood, and England's tears. 
Be thine fresh honours from the tunefUl tongue. 
By Isis' streams which mourning Zion sung I 

~But devious oh' firom ev'ry classic Muse, 
The keen Collector meaner paths will choose : 
And first the Margin's breadth his soul employs. 
Pure, snowy, broad, the type of nobler joys. 
In vain might Hombr roll the tide of song. 
Or Horace smile, or Tully charm the throng; 
If crost by Pallas' ire, the trenchant blade 
Or too oblique, or near, tlie edge invade. 
The Bibliomane exclaims, with haggard eye, 

2^0 Margin ! ' turns in haste, and scorns to buy. 
He turns where Pybus rears his Atlas-head, 
Or Mai^oc's mass conceals its veins of lead* 
The glossy lines in polish'd order stand, 
"Whale the vast margin ^re^ on either hand, , 
Like Bnsnan waates, that ^ge the frocendc^p. 
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CkUl with pale;gbre» zad bill to. mortal sleep.* 

Or English books^ neglected and forgot. 
Excite his wi%h in many a diysty lot : 
Whaterer trash Midwinter gave to day. 
Or Harper* & rhiming sons, in paper grey. 
At ev'r^ auction, bent on fresh supplies. 
He cons his Catalogue with anxious ejes : 
Where'er the slim Italics mark the page. 
Curious and rm^e his ardent oiind engage. 
Unlike the Swans, in Tuscan Song display'd# 
He hovers eager o'er Oblirion's Shade, 
To snatch obscurest names liom endless ni^t^ 
And give Cokain or FLBTceEaf back to light. 
]n red morocco drest he loves to boast 
The bloody murder, or the yelling ghost ; 
Or dismal ballads^ sung to crouds of old. 
Now cheaply b^ght for thrice their weight in gold. 
Yet to th' unhonour'd dead be £^tire justj 

* It may be said that Quintilian recommends mar- 
gins ; but it is with a view to their being occasionally 
occupied : Debet vacare etiam locus, in quo notentur 
quae scribentibus solent extra ordinem, id est ex aliis 
quam qui suht in manibus loci, occurrere. Irrumpunt 
enim optimi nonnunquam Sensus, quos neque inserere 
oportet, neque diflbrre tutmn est. * 

Instit. Lib. x. C. S. 
He was therefore no Margin-man, m the modem Sense. 

f Fletcher. A translator of Martial. A very bad 
Poet, hat exceedingly ^^nc^ 

02 
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Some ff6#W«''<'^QA<li'fln^^ •aMtf b!<KMotii ihth^ 

'Tis thus cv'n SmiitJEV brtdits* .ar goI<feri Hut; ' 
And LovELAOH strikieijf* by flH a* irtrte^dMne'. " 
Th' unequal g^«in4«J Iftfc midhfghKIigHtttiiigsrffey, 
Anddeepen'd'glooin stlcc^flft ilVpIafe^ofday.' 

But humah bU^ sK^IftbeM ^^o^^ «HTibti.<^tdM ; 
He droops to.yi^ Ws' l*AVrfr«itf'r nAtttgl^rf fona :" '*' 
Presumptuous gi^/ WWIfc ^JjH^ •#*«ft r^fiftiife^^ • ^ 
O'er the'lriCl wlks of fecfl- Attic Shrirtts? 
O for that pow€f» fJflf wft^h» rtfe'gleiahiS V)r«/ 
To look «hrough eilrth', didl «^efeifi<Mi'd^ d^yc^i^! 
I*d spuhi stich gems as- Martd«ir+' Bcftfeld/ 
And all the wealth Araddirt'il ^^^m hM; ^ 

Might I diviiie in whst niyt^teribus ^tooiM 
The rolls of •acred bards have ftytWid Afeif iothb : 
Bettemh what friould^Wftg ttjfw^, d|ii^^t(&^H9Mi(>aStJi 

Is hid MENAifotft^ svre^st oi^ tk^«r^^r * 
Where rests Antimachus^ forgotten lyre. 
Where gctitle Sx^p'firo's' Stfli seduc^ve fJi^ > 

* Only the actions of the just 

Sn^ell sweet, and blossom in the dust. 

Perhaps Shirley liad. in .yiew th« ^«a^ erf Pewiug ; 
Nunc. Jion i tumulo, fortunat^que fayifla 
Nascentur Violse ? , . 



t Faerie 



Sat, 1. 1,37, 



Oigitized by 



Google 



/jur «navLs. : . ^65 



Yet skill^-wHU softest a^deiite'tobtaioiHi 
Sweet Philoidiflyt in-nirftitig sf^VHH^hihc <mrk. 
The menial traiii'>ha9f»i«v'4 (tieSooufge of ^1% ' 






t See his exquisite hypin U> ti\e ^ig^ting/^e, m Jj^Jj 

J Briinck* arupposes. tliese charmiag yprses 40 ha,ie 
been intended^ a''. ^ parocly '^n a jpassage in the t}elen% 
ofEuripld^. ' . V * ,. 

' If Aiystbphaues designed liU iiy^n ^ a biirlesmie^ 
the effect of. it is. totally ^^bst^ qn a ^odi^rji Veader, : He 
appears to 'Jiave rj^^alled feurmi^Jes, in ^^^ 
in his own style; and if^ on other <^casions^ he has 
severely scruthiized the defects* he has here seized the 
^Mjcidiar^^iepoftltalimitei!.:^: v:rr ... . 

It is surprising that j\fr;jFo^^8h6Qltliicv^4Mfliv1|itnei 
an opinion, expressed in S9me of his j^ters, which 
have been lately, published,* that fhesojogo^ the Night- 
ingale was considered* by the Greek ]^6ets, as cheerful. 

^i(aw^<le$»rJ|ii4l^;;iB$LS^g« s^M^tf to» s^iys ^ the 
rNigbli»g^* : ..'.....'. 

And Aristophanes ^characterizes her song thus ; * 

E^€X^f oftfvw 3«£^o/f fXEMnv : * . . x > 

O 3 
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£?'n Ovi^ bunt leBs Science thm tiie.8|^' 
Earthquakes Mid wars rea»it their.deadlf rage> 
But.eT'ry feast d<aiiaiid» seme iated p^99» 
Ye J^wen of Jttlius«* ye alone ceiiisu» . 
Of all the piles Uiat saw our nation's stain« 
When Harry's sway ppprest the groaning realni» 
And Lost and Rapine seiz'd the wav'ring helnu . 
Then mffian-hands defaced the sacred fanes* 
Their saintly statues^ and their storied panes ; 
Then from the chest, with ancient art embost. 
The Penman's pions vcrolk were nidely tost ; 
Then nchesl manuscnptSf profusely spreEMl, 
The brawny Churl's dctouring Oven fed : 
And thence Collectors dat^ the heav'nly ire. 
That wrapt Augusta's domes in sheets, of fire, t 

To which we may add ihia decisiTe passage ftum the 
fCEdiput CotoAcns of Sophocles; 

f yda >jytta (uwfrroi 

From a.curioos letnerj ow^he study of Greek poMry, 
published in Trotter's Memoirs of Mr, Rw>- we learn 
that he had "never read 8^ word ^f Aristophanes." 
There are, indeed, too many r^ulsive passages in that 
dramatist, but he does not merit neglect- .,_ 

♦ Gray. 

t ThefireofLonll()tn. • 
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Tafite, tho' mislfid* may yet sook porpoee gain. 
But Fashion gnkiei a * book-compeiyQg train. 
Once, far apart frwn Learntog^> moping crew» 
The traveU'd beaa dispUy'd his rod-heel'd shoe. 
Till OavoBD rose, and told (^ rluBiing Peers, 
Repeating mohk words to polish'd ears ; f 
Taught iinb gay cnmd to priae a fintt'ring name. 
In trifling toilM, nor * hlush'd to find it fame/ 
The lettered fop now takes a larger scope. 
With clawc faumitoie, designed Jby Hops. 
Now warmM by Oepoeb, and by Granger school'ds 
In Paper books, sop^bly gilt and tooFd^ 
He pastes, from injured ydiimes snipt away. 
His l&i^MHeads, in chronicled array, 
Tom from their destin'd page, (onwoithy meed 
Of knightly counsel, and heroic deed) 
Not Faithorve's stroke, nor Field's own types call 

save 
{The gallant Veres, and one-eyed Ogle brave. 

* Cloud-compelling Jove. Pope's Iliad. 

f ^^....— .— . gaudent pr»nomine molles 

Auriculae. 

Juvsi?AL. 

X Tkegtdiawt Vmx0, amiimer^eiOgk. Three fine 
heads, for the sake of which, the beautifiil and interest- 
ing Commentaries of Sir Francis Vere have been muti- 
lated, by Collectors of English portraits* 

04 
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Indignaiit redden 'Mek tke iiasge&d, . ' . 
And corte the bmy f^A, who' tbanisalhead. 

Proadly tie ilbvw§, vriMh vmny a«Miieflkta> 
The scMnbltng Miftgecto' of the pn'Mir fifdH^^- 
While TiAte tMr'tM5Cms and their naons'tisraMtei;. 
The/ grin for ever m the gtmrded leaves. 

Like Peets, bom> ki *rtin Coilectorar6U^iv«e 
To cross their Ftltey und leam the art Co thrifiB. 
Like Cacus/ bent t^litee their AMggl^^ Will, 
The tyrant-pa§si(m'^A*ag!B ihetn baek%»aiti Ml : . 
•£vVi I, debarred ^r^lisfe> Had ^MidkfQs heoM, 
Confess, mid^ aftndoiw tciil, its kridfig |MywVs. 
How pure the joy. i^ht^n fS¥M my hands xififdM 
The small, raf^ viililiite, btack'with4uUt8df'd^|«]l<l^l 
The Eye «kims restleiis, iike (heifeviifig'^iiM^ .... 
O'er flowers of i^t, orrsong, or repartee^ . . ) 

W'hrle sweet as "Springs/ neW'bQhblthg'froiB.tiie sftQnt> 
Glides through the breast some pleasing %heme un* 

*kn4^n. 
Now dipt in * Rossi's terse and classic styte. 
His iiarmless tales awake a transient smile. . 
Now Bough ET*s motley stores my thoughts arrest* 
With wond'^rous readifigy and witli'Tearned jesh 
Bouplv^tt whose tomes a grateful litie deiiiand, 

* Oenerally lcA<>wn%'the name ^f Janus Nkius 
EVy<th'ra3U9< The a:Hn9ibn is to his F^ftacbfheoa* 

f Les Screes de GuillaumeBoUchet, a bo6k of dn- 
eommon rarity. I possess a Handsome copy, by the 
kindness of Colonel Stanley, 
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Now sadlyt|^ai^l« 4ft»'<Haglf feS^ ^ofiM I Ifra^, 
And mi^'wgr^tsrWllJh^^gfcntle^lic ©BiiArj* 
Or tuTO, -ItiHi^kerti^^Hgbt, 'tli<?«tlH«»s'p«ge, 
Where hat^y *t ftttq\ifn bfatcs'the ^tmWt^^ tsgfei 

' Sweet,* ^1^ tfce Sag6,|| <'«()^^i«w'^^'iii{kii«.dmaM^ 
'The fiitt rud« ^tt»«f die^amttdgbpf^ > 

But sweeM^r i^t 4^4n^4li&e.bH|gli4(>de4^^ 
Ere C^.n^i/'i'Uodisi^ff^^Mr Ci^imy ^mts. 



* iJEtu^-'Megnets, byi JoalciHinTjdirj^dUsiy, eontaia *» 
most sHtoiislfigf aji4 iMibniQtim Atioeioiitiof BiM&e^iQithe 
16th CenUury. - :'i.':''r :■ . ' . • 

t l^ftsquiHoriim'Toitti/diQ* 

:^ Les A'letM Moraux jdesiPbiiaaNftpkes, am [iU»iiunated 
manuscript ; djttcd 147^. !&e ^Wta'« Typogprapb^ 
cal AntiquitiiM^. for '«a (accoant of Ibis work; 

]| Re& sane 'delectatioins 'plena e«^vjiiK»indo h6b 
aspeclu pascer<^ociite6* et<:pvtma iiia au^eea ^His^cotf- 
templari experimieiita. Ipga typoruflci r(iditas^ iplik 
ilia «lva bt>a8gsiq«ie' Ittotammf facies/ bell^' ijangit seiwui 
nobisque vivts v^«ti' cokfribiss gradus btos delioeatV 
per qaos paulatim a 'te]llfris4tngaiculis« et ipsis ere- 
pundiift in m»ff^kkm^]0m, qii4 Bunc^oret^ ffitatem drsk 
4sxcus«riac¥eVit. 

''Seli€!Hu»rii, ii^taifi&iiitales' LHerariaev T, i. p.^. 
'f Addison. 
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910 THE «»LI01*A^^1A, 

To sing the iamMaoKBi and ^^Inm-pfi^ f 
Steal £npm 4pa>e happy b^ifd a pfwirt: of fii;e> 
Whose neTCf-chepJcVl ft^criptionsi o^Tor tir<^ ! 

'' Pictures a soore tkis^cunotis work adora, . 
'* Of men esteemM in jeaniing's ear}j mom* 
** On Yellum stands inscribed each sage's naaie« 
" Their portfails licb with gold and auiiium Barney 
" Som^ walk {n gavdeos tfkn^ or books perase, 
" Or wh2t^rob'4 hacds address a gothic muse, 
'^ No brisk> deep^boa^ni'd, Attic maiden she, 
" But stardi aad prim^ and scarcely £ur to see. 
*' Square beards, and long-ear'd cap^ and fi^s abonnd^ 
" And decent robes depending sweep ^fae ground ; 
** Nay » strange estreme of fiuhion's soir^reign rule, 
'f Some hold what belles haive tenni'd a. lUdkmk^ 
*' (The lovely triflers think not^ as they trip, 
" Their bag was iasbion'd from the Cynic's smp-) 
* ** Then happy seats appear in beauteous dyes, 
** The softest verdure, and the clearest skies ; 
'< Stately aiKi fair the porch and airy hall,' 
" And costly Jfcapestry clothes Uie naked walL 
<< St. Gregory bard at study there I spy, 
" His glory .and tiara strike the eye ; 
•' His bodes well-bound, with many a gilded spot, 
*' A clever Trading-desk has Gregm-y got ! 
*' Had the tenth Leo thua his leisure spent, 
" We yet had pray'd in Latin, and kept I^nt. 

" But greater bliss the charming pietute (ills, 
<' When* goldea sun-beams smile on verdant hills, 
«' Or soft retreats in flow'ry vales arq made. 
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AS EPISTLE;' • 2U 

** Where tiie young §6r4»% rears iti; imi& ikkde. ' * 

'* Then.at safe distance pinnacles ave seen, 

*' A^ jglitt'fiilg towers s^moantilie sWeHiHg green ; 

'« Gay belts o£ war ! tiie city's iipecioiiA pride, 

/! WUch sollea cares, and <]iiiv^nng angoish bide. 

'' For near.lbe. l(^y fane «r op'ning square, 

*' Tbe sad. Mind alley teems wicb hopeless' care. 

*' Dire, .in those. ancient times, tbe^ wrench's plight, 

•' Ere the dlok paoe tranaftxit^d acanty' light : 

'^ When ill-jain^d dhatteks barHd4be 4oiiging ^lew, ? 

** An4>inrbei» lig^t flowed*; the winter entered too,^ 

" As shiy'sing bands the woodea leaf withdrevr. 

** Tb^^s w^ Um shapelets bolt, the dunghilUflboi', 

" And blacken'd thatch the hoiiibre> leaves p^p'd o'er: 

*' Withc^it, the inutrid Jsennel cboalc^d'the way^ 

«< And all was. filth« dtagast, - and deep dismay » 

«< No balMs then bedecked the lab>rmr^s>cot, ' 

«« Nor FragipQts Moore foreboded cold or hot : 

'* yiliyifs%€X^ grotesfie^ and arUess rhyniss supply, 

*' (Wha^ eynthe peocie^nirr) diepoor man's llbr^y 

*' Mop spUd I^Qod the mystic charch witfaoheld ; • 

" Their eyes^he imeried Tohune iiefer beheld, . 

** Sa^r^ whejiieit i^hiitiehHfae reader turned with can^ 

'' The gl^l^^ing learesr asai^iake tbe foreign prayer: 

*' With doubtfttl hope the pauper's boson beat, 

«< He lefi^ uoedifiedn bis gloomy seat*^ 

'^ Or when tb^ FreeF> on aooie high fostal day • 

<' Woald rejics rarei and tniracies display ; 

*' And prate» as tell the sly Italian drollst^ 

'f Of G9(f>ri4l'ji fe»th«r# or St. JLffmnce' ooals. 
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0*eraw'd, slife' sees ttranscendam natttftt Velgrt, 
And tretottfng copies* what sh^' <fet*^d noVfeiglt: 

But scarcer books" had'kfe[ii'tlSeit\stetibri^hWe; ^^- 
Had waVrting C3rtttbras't6ach*cl my litfehbeat/ ' 
And shew'd thegfavte^colleotot's^tt employ'di' ^ * '^ 
To gain the WotHs^rafy cttrMfeh spwti de!sti\>iir*d. * < ^ 
•Parismus then hid 'sftbfi^ mdfeeeht^ pride; ' . ' •' ^ 
And boM^'Sf.'€4xHlaM> wfihSAttfeA-at hissidtiif '^^ i 
And?R*^ARb'^iWiled'4 by ileftiiflte* cJerftA'poiirtray^, 
Dame Par*i£i^ #fe«ig'd, and Isc^Rite sofe bewtti;^d-' 
And eke thafree^>f »f ^k the peer^efe stoi%K. v 

Where pef'iJft'df beattx'thei^ ft^ded- dames adbfe: ' 
lliira^' orice' wirtifr Aiitte*' tiiii retkii*is of flieir scope, ' 
I left ill* chaffiis fbr" MiUok iertid-ibr Pope; • ^ 

And wHo eater say, Wh«t bo0ks,< Btiitur^d' bj^ kge^ ♦ 
May tempi, In flrture days, the reader's' i^afg«»?* 
How, fluish'd wilh'joyy the BibHotttine may shew* • 
His C ARRs uTieui and C^ttL^s^- fait* in row ; • . "^ 
May potiM; ttith co^soio«»»pttdej tfc^.efi'v'yiiig thr^hgSi 
His HoLCROF^s^di^mas, at)ol his D«AloNjb'» softgs F ^ 
So winter-apptfei, *b)^ the ptu^tetit B&me ^ ./ ' i 

Are h«i«ted tatoi aiirf withei? ««« ftim'^i > - 

So AntiqJidlFiisia!7s<^iet>WtheSttrf-atv^i^8(»ri'/ ^ ^ f • V 

** History of iParisnius and Parismeoos, once a child's 
book, notv exceedingly scarce and dear. , 

+ History of the Seven Champions,, , • ^ 

X History >^ ItejrAard the .Ffou; very scarce sod deiir. 
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iU THE BIBLIOMANIA. 

And loads of crovki^y pay their learned toil ; 
The wond'roM& fragments rich auisearos graco 
And ev'ry Pipkin rises up a Vase* 

With deep concern* the carious bid me tellf 
Why no Black-Letter dignifies my cell : 
No CasBtoB i Pynson? in tlefence I plea^ 
One simple fact ; I only buy to read. - 
I leave to those whom headstrong fiishion mlos* 
Dame Juliah BfiRNftas* and the 3hip or Fools t 
The cheapest page.of wiu or genuine sense 
Outweigba the uncut copy's wild eaqpeoce. 
What coxcomb would avow tb' absurd esceu* 
To choose his fritsnds, not fbr their parts, but dresd f 
Yet the choice Bard becomes some ancient stains; 
I love, i^ Gothic type* my Chavcse's strains; 
And Sn^N eta's dulcet song as deeply charms* 
Wh^ his light A>lio boasto Eliza's arms. 
Nay doubly fair the A^dioQ pages eeem* 
Wherti iNToadly gilt, ilhimin'd letters gleam« 
For stupid prose -«iy Jfiincy never throbs^ 
In spite of vellum-teavef* or silver knobs* 

But D-T — n'a straias should lell t^e sad reverse* 
When Business c%lV9» invet'rate fq^ to verse 1 
Tell how ' the Demon claps his iron hands/ 
' Waves his lank locks* and scours along the lands.' 
Though wintry blasts* or summer's fire t go^ 
To scenes of danger, and to sights of woe. 
Ev'n when to Margate ev'ry cockney roves, 
.And brainsick poeta long for shek'rtng groves, 
Whose iofty stoles exclude .the noontide ^Kaw» 
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AN EPISTLE, 2U 

While Zephyrs breathe* and waters trill beIow»* 
Me rigid Fate avertsy by tasks like these* 
From heavenly musings* and from lettered ease, 

Sach wholesome checks the better Genius sends. 
From dire rehearsals to protect our friends : 
Else when the social rites our joys renew* 
The stuffM Portfolio would alarm your view* 
Whence volleying rhimes your patience would o'er- 

come. 
And* spite of kindness^ drive you early home. 
So when the traveller's hasty footsteps glide 
Near smoaking lava* on Vesuvio's side, 
Hoarse-mutt'ring thunders from the depths proceed* 
And spouting fires incite his eager speed. 
Appal rd he flies, while rattling show'rs invade^ 
Invoking ev'ry Saint for instant aid : 
Breathless* amaz'd* he seeks the distant shore* 
And vows to tempt the dangerous gulph no more* 

♦ Errare per lucos, amoense, 
QttOB et aque sabeont et aune. 

HOBAT. 
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The following ode contains ideas* suggested by the 
extraordinary prospect from a rock, in the neighbour- 
hood of Alnwick Castle, That yiew comprehends a 
series of antiquities, deeply interesting, not only by 
their magnific^ice, but by their relation to history ; 
and frequently recollected by the author, amidst the 
exertions of active life* as the larourite scenes of his 
youth. Some readers may> perhaps* suppose that the 
thoughts are not sufficiently dereloped. But I have 
always considered it sl& essential to the ode, that it 
should indicate impressions* without dwelling upon 
them. The torrent of ideas* which characterizes this 
species of poetry, only presents an object with force* 
to hurry it more rapidly beyond th« view of the 
spectator. 
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A NORTHERN PROSPECT. 



W. 



HEN blazing noon illumes the plain. 
And tips each spiry dome with quivering fire. 
Where Ratcheugh's pillarM rocks aspire 

Swifb let my steps the airy height attain. 

Around the various prospect thrown, 

Th' expanded sea's majestic zone 
In many a floating tint reflects the beam ; 

l)ark stretch the wood's high*shelt'ring arms. 

The village spreads her simple charms. 
And shines afar the silver- winding stream. 

Bold on the eye advance those tdw'rs. 
Where Percy boasts his princely bowers, 

Crown the slope-hilU and awe the subject*vale; 
In faded glory Warkworth's turrets rise. 
And point to yonder cell^ the raptur'd eyes. 

Where figurM rocks record the Hermit's tale. 
Swifl o*er Howick's attic halh 
And sheltered Craster's sylvan wall, 

* The Hermitage. 
P2 
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ifto A NORTHERN PROSPECT. 

The view excursire flies. 
Where Danstonburgh* o'erhangs the roariDg tide, 
And liils hw shattered arms^ and moprns his ruinM 
pride. 

Trembling o'er the rocky ground. 

His geaiwi fleiMfe^a koljow sof^ndi 
Like the VexM sea, when thundering winds are fled ; 

** Relentless hands, which these proud works de- 
fac'd ! 
Mistaken avarici^, Vrf^h ^ch (5tistty viraste 
To rear the har#^ peasteilt'k simple sherf ! 
See Alnwick tower ih Gothic pride ; 

The marsh exHale, the heath recede. 
In graceful wave the dtictile river glide ; 

'Tis liberal power's creative deed*. 
And far-conspicuous oti the wat'ry waste^ 
Bambrough'^ lltige fock tile massy structures crown.1 

On the black vale when rolling vapours ^read« 
The turrets gl'cfam high o'er the driving blast : 

Sharp t rearM.Aeir dro/npiag hflad. 

Beneath old. CbeTiot's.&own^ 

See Ford's % white line the veanlatit. sk^ afkni ;; 

But when shall ri«e.m>^ vocaal-marai I 

* A romttki^c ftftf^fti, Iteai'iy d^oK^hed t^ entatge 
a farm-house, which lies afifs ffeet. 

t Dr. Sharp, late Archdeacon of Northumberland. 
X Ford Castle, repaired, b^Lori^BelavaK 
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A NdKTHBRN PR08ffBCT« 22t 

These fragmeate; ^ LMMwUnatt piidt> 

These broken haUiv lifawv j«Miii|^aiAOB(isi Wcrtfatfown, 
Rough galest as throt' Mi#! sKmhi^rtDig aneh tbaj klste. 

Learn, softenM, to<lMenN>tn^ 
Whil* d€)li£' Aing Ifavesp. with mggre^sted. mar^ 
SurmouBitlie waU tbey TsinljF lask'd before^''' 

Dim-shewn in yonder leafy glade, 
SequesterM Haln her fair enclosure rears. 
Sweet hope of peaceful years. 

Well might^st thou haunt that cloister'd shade ! 
Let those proucF trophies*' tell 
Where hostile monarchs fought and fell. 

These walls beleag'ring round ; 
Unhurt by war's tumultuous rage. 
The tranquil monk iilum'd the page. 

Safe in thy consecrated ground. 

Amid yon' happy woods 
The careless rustic seeks his game. 
Or in the murm'ring floods 
Ensnares the fry, by loneness tame; 
Nor heeds where creeping ivy's trail 
O'er knightly trophies draws its veil ; 
Nor, as the crumbling, turrets fade, 

* Monuments in the pleasui^grounds of the Duke 
of Northumberland, wba«fa coamttmooate the captivity 
of one king of Scotland, and the death of another, 
while they were besieging the castle t)f Alnwick, 
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222 A NORTHEBW PROSPECT. 

Remarks the Mieys sbarUsk'd shade ; . 

UnmoT'd alike by piety and fame. 

Ye who catch at glory V flame. 

To yon' majestic walls repair ; 

Know Tyson^t Veacy,t orFitzharding* there 
Spread their rich banners in the fluttering gale; 
Learn to contemn* from their i^eglected.tale. 
The ^ild ambition of a name. 

f The Saxon, and first Norman Lords of Alnwick# 
* Founder of Warkworth Castle. 
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